
‘THE B&&h Government 
and firms have only them-’ 
selves to blame when Prime 
Minister Datuk Seri Dr Ma- 

_ .“.hathir Mohamad d~~iil~dYo_’ 
1 *h&in&%&% attitude 
towards Britain. b 

‘“-‘An article in Common- 
wealth, a magazine 

“‘Llshed,by the Royal 8 
ub- 

om- 
monweal$h Society, says the 

.:&falaysian attitude is per- 
: fectly understandable. 

!‘The SBritish Government 
&nd firms have taken Malay- 
sia too niuch for granted 
since 1957,” says the ‘un- 
signed article in the October 

.&sue of the magazine. ’ 
7.. The ‘.article adds that in 
.one of the more conservative 

The British High Commis- 
sioner made unwise re- 
maiks that showed little un; 
derstanding of, the Third 
World. 

In Africa, ,British firms 
long ago had come to. terms 
with governments mdving in 
as majority shareholders, 
but in ‘Malaysia .it seemed 

~ the RajJived on, says the ar- 
_ title. ‘.’ “. 1.’ +. -; 

countries in Asia and Africa, 
-multi-national ‘companies 

,Frok’SA’AD. HASHIM: 16NDON , ‘,. 
voured the mdye originally, 

0 now privately admit they 

went on operati;g much as 
boobed in raising fees s-9 ’ 

It adds that D&k Seri Dr heavily. ‘, 
;Fy; had done,,in colonial ;’ Mahathir’s policies are per -‘, ~‘::?c To give’, & Foreign a& 

, 
When last year 

: . fegtjy ‘logical’ developments, 
Maliysia !, and if thiz British had been-on 

““‘~CCbmmonwealth Office their 

started to localise ownership.:‘. the ball they would have for- 
. due, ‘,says ’ the article, they:. 
never liked the move, which 

the British, firms reacted seen’what;ha,d.‘t$ happen 
badly. “. 

wak carried out by the Prime : 
sooner oslater. ,: ._ * , Minister and Education Sec- 

“Now they have to do some rctary with little or no con-, 
fcnke-mending,,‘!, the article ‘: sultation with the Foreign 7 
says. ,, and Commonwealth Office:,: 

On students’fi?es“ which’ is “. The Foreign and Cominoti- ‘! (‘, 
regarded as tine of the issues . 
that caused bitterness in Ma- 

we.alth Office would have id- 
vised that the. move would 

‘i l&yysJ+; :the article says, the n .badly affect Britain’s Corn-’ 
monwealth relations (not to, 
mention the long-term dam=. 
age done by loq!qg the,gQgfi 
will of budding ‘overseas! 

‘, businessmen who tend to go 
: home s(lying: ‘Buy British’?.,, 

. 

. 
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