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TODAY GIRECTED THE PUBLIC NTERPRISES MINISTRY To LOOK INTO ?& 
PROBLEH OF LACK OF SUPPORT FROM LOCAL SHIP OWNERS FOR LOCAL 
SHIPYARI)3. 

THE PRIME MINISTER ALSO' SAID' iHAT LOCAL SHIPYARDS, iN pARTHC.ULAR 
THE MAi..AYSY.A S.HIPYARD AND. ENGINEERING SON. BHD. (MSE) HEREv SHOULD 
CONDUCT rS GTUDY TO FIND OUT .WHY LOCAL SH1.P OWNERS WERE REEWCTANT 
TO ;iAV’E THEIR VESSELS REPAIRED .OR CONSTRUCTED LOCALLY... .’ 

THE MSE SHOULD CARRY ,OUT A -STUDY .-ITSELF TO DETERMINE THE .REAsONS 
BEHIND LOCAL SHIP OWNERS SENDLNC THEIR’SHXPS OUT OF THE COUNTRY. 
FOR REPAIRS INSTEAD OF TO Ifr ‘HE TOLD A PRESS CONFERENCE. 

PRESENT WAS PUBLIC ENTERPRISES HINXS’TER DATIN PADUKA RAFIDAH 
AZIZ. , , 

TH’E, PRXME PIINISTER SAID THAT THE GOVERNMENT WOULD LIKE TO SEE 
SUCH PROBLEMS FACED BY LOCAL SHIPYARDS9 PART.ICULARLY THE H5E :SN 
WHICH THE GOVERNMENT HAD 78 PER CENT PARTICIPATIONI SOLVED QUICKLY. 
--MORE 1$20/MD 
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DATUK SERI DR. MAHATHIR SAID +IT IS -VERY DIFFICULT FOR NE TO 
DETERMINE WHO IS IN THE RIGHT AND WHO IS I@ THE WRONG, 6Q THERE- 
FORE I IiHOULD AS& THE MINISTER CONCERNED TO THRASH OUT’YHIG 
PROBLEM*. 

bE FELT THAT IT COULD BE THA T FOREIGN SHIPYARDS WEiRE OFFEiiING 
RELATIVELY LOWER RATES OR THAT THE SERVJCE AT ‘THE MSE WAS FOUND p’ 

TO BE UNGATISFACTORY BY TFEM. 
ON THE GOVERNMENT’S PART? HE SAID IT HAD PROVIb’ED .TH; PSSE 

TAX-FREE BENEF’ITS AND OTHER INCENJ’IVES TO ENABLE THE FIVE-YEAR-OLD 
SHIPYARD BE MORE COMPETITIVE IN THE SHIP-BUILDING INDUSTRY.. 

0N XT5 PERFORMANCE, THE PRIME HINISTER.SAID THAT THE SHIPYARD 
WA6 DOING REMARKABLY WELL AND rA,D BEGUN TO’GAIN THE CONFSDE&:CE 
OF THE INTERNATIONAL MARKE.T. “.:i.,?: 0 ’ 

HE NOTED, THAT A NORWEGIAN LIQlj&~;I$J NATURAL t$AS TANKER HA6 NOW 
UNDERGOING REPAIRS AT THE SHJPYARD; f - . 

ON THE QljESTION OF PLACIbiG GovERN~ENT..iEcHNOCRATS ‘IN -i-HE t4SE 
To ENSURE GREATER EFFICIENCY* -DATUK SERX DR;.HAHATHI~~ SAID PUTTING 
fiOVERNMENT. TECHNOCRATS IN. TiiE MSE ‘WQULD NOT, ,ENSURE THES WOULD BE 50, . 

HE ADDED THAT HSE MUSt FIkb ITS OWN WAy”‘To SOLVE, ALL IT6 
PROBLEMS. --MORE 192’S/HD &,._’ 
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JjATUK TiERI DR. MAHATtiIR ALSO SAID THAf THE SHPYARD SHOULD ‘BE 
FREE TO +WIRE AND FfRE+’ AND BE ALLOWED TO RUW LXKE’ ANY CG!4”II‘;i:3:;:2AC. 
FIRM. 

. ASKED WHETHER THE GOVERNMENT WOULD ENSURE THAT PAYMENT 0:: ., 
DEB,Ts OWE0 BY GOVE’RNHENT DEPARTMENTS TO THE WSE W0ULi.j 5E E:<“E$?.fED.. 
,THE PRIME MIMISYER SAID GOVERNMEtiT DEPARTMENTS WERE ‘ALzp4AyS “Ir;Lc;CJ 
IN, THEIR PAVWENT. OF DEBTS. ’ 

c:iF \pOU ARE PREPARED TO DO BUSINESS WITH GOVERNMb.!T’ DEP:?,RT”I:!v’: S or 
YOl; liAVE GOT TO PUT UP WITH THIS FACTOR+* HE SAID. .* 
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DoOR BRIEFING BY THE.MSE’S JOINT GENERAL MANAGER ENCIK MOHAMED 
TAIB XBRAHIMr BEFORE HE WAS TAKEN ON A TOUR AROUND THE GHI?YARD. 

THIS IS THE PRIME MINISTER’S FIRST VISIT TO THE SHIPYARD ZPNCE 
1TS INCEPTION IN 1977. 
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MEANWHXLEv DATIN PADUKA RAFXDAH TOLD BERNAMA THAT SHE 
WOUL’D BE HOLDING. A ‘MEETING WITH LOCAL SHIP OWNERS3 PARTICULARLY . 
REPRESENTATPVES OF THE HALAYSIAN INTERNATIONAL SHIPPPfNG ,I 
CORPORATION CMHSC) 9 IN KUALA. LUMPf;R ON DEC. 6. \ 

SHE SAID’SHE WOULD GET TO THE BOTTOM WHY LOCAL SHIP OWNERS 
CONTXNUED TO SEND THEIR SHIPS TO FOREXGN SHIPYARDS FOR REPAPRS. 
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