DATU K ﬁexi Dr. Mahathlr Mohamad t_q,day
-called on professional associationsin Malaysia.
‘to adopt the Western practice of sharing knowl-
‘edge and having a code of ethics in the mterest

of society.

. He said associations in this country “should
look beyond the objective of safeguarding their
“interests but must consider the interest of soci-

“ety.”

“Only safeguarding
their self-interest is sure-
ly a limited and semsh
aobjective.

“Every association is a
part of common society

" i and must, take into con-
¢ gideration the interest of °

‘the people,” said the
Prime Minister at the
Housi{ng Developers As-
sociation annual dinner.

JFor example, Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir saig,
‘medical associations in
. Britain gave priority to
' the quality of their ser-
" vice rather than selfish
motives..

Rules such as non-ad-
vertising, the Hippocrat-
ic Oath and non-divulg-
ing of patients’ problems
were some of the volun-
tary restrictions placed
on members of the medi-
cal associations.

These restrictions
were effective in that
“whoever becomes a doc-
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tor gets the confidénc_e of

the people.”
Comparing the medi-
cal system in the East, he
said respect and confi-
dence were not given just
because a person entered
the medical profession.
“In Malaysia, bomohs,
dukuns and. sinsehs are
not respected until their
capabilities have been re-
cognised by the people
for some time.
“Although there may
be among them many
who are respected, their
profession does not get
respect,” he said.
Datuk Seri Dr Ma-

hathir said, Western pro- -

fessional associations
also stressed the impor-
tance of publication of re-

search findings. and new -

. this
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soclet

lnventions and knowl-
edge.

wever, in the East “if a.

person uncovers new knowl-
edge, he will keep it & secret
for his own use.
*Professional lnterest is
not taken into consideration,
let alone the interest of soci-
ety. : N
“What is important is prof-
its that he can obtained from

new techniques, knowledge"

or inventions,” he said.
.The Prime Minister said

ent from that in the West
where every invention or re-

-search was publicised inthe

profession.
- *If protection is needed, it
is given in the form of copy-
right »

In view of the benefits

that can be obtained from the-

practices and principles of

ractice was far differ-

. aia, he said.

‘Western professional a'ssocl-

ations, 1 hope this attitudes
and atand will be ado&ted by .
all associations in Malay-

Smcere

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
said there was also a need for
every profession to have its
code of ethics.

“This code is needed for the .

})tofeuion to safeguard its
and respect.
o ensure that this code of

" ‘ethics is effective, the profes-
~slon must have the capabili-
- ty ‘of disciplining its mem-

bers and the body that is
chosen to enforce this code

must be honest and sincere *

and not act in-the intevest of
certain parties,” sald the
Prime Minister. - ’

He sald professional asso-
ciations must also empha-

sise service to the public.
“Professional assoclations

are not unions. | .
' “'l‘hreals of causing hard- -

f to the people due to un-
satistactory reception to any

' demand must not be support-

ed or ‘practised by profes-

. ple and the

sional associations.

“On the other hand, associ-
ations must take dieclplin—
ary action against any mem-
ber who disgraces the good
name of the profession or is
irresponsible to the public,”
said Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir;

He also called on profes-

sional associations to im-’

prove the knowledge of their

members by having publica-
tions, seminars and manage-
ment courses.

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir °

ered-the private sector as

‘Pa.rtners in development and
-“any obstacle in the way is' -

" sald the Government consid- -

not a. pqlicy of the Govern- 3

‘. ment,”

He agreed that there were, :

a number of administrative
problems that affected the
building of houses.

“The Government is ready,
to discuss and solve the prob-
lem but the HDA itself must
" be willing to wsolve some of
' the problems.” '

He hoped developerswould
not lace too much emphasis
l& profits to an extent
that ) integests of the peo-
country were put
aside, .’
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