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i,.,.MELAKA9 DECi”“1EO BERNflMA) sEflX DR. MAHATHfR MCiHAMAD, CALLED 
i6’N WRXTERS TODAY. 0 HARN;ESS c TALENT TO EVOLVING A DYNAMIC HALAY 
fjORLD-VIEW. 

THE PRIME HOHHTSTER UR6ED WRXTERS TO UsE THEKR CRAF’S AND CREATlCVlTY 
kO.klA~Ds THrs END To REDEEM,THE PRIDE OF THE MALAYs.As AN HoNoURASLE 
!RACE lrlPTH THE CAP~~~ILITY TO PROGRESS IN ALL ENDEAVOUR~. 

+THIS SHOULD BECOME THE GUIDING PHPLO80PHY OF OUR idORLD-VPEW9+ 
HE ADDED. 

1. 

+tdE SHOULD FREE OURSELVES OF THti KATAK DIB.AWAH TEMPURONG (FROG 
UNDER THE COCONUT SHELL) MENTALITY. 

+tiE MUS7 STEP FIRMLY ON THE GROUND OF THE REAL. WORLD AND SEEK 
OUR HONOUR AND sTATION IN LIFE AMONG THE CHALLENGES THERE.+ 

OPENING. THE PIEETlNG OF THE MALAY WORLD ’ 82 AT DURI~~t$ DAUN HERE, 
THE PRIME WSNXSTER STRESSED THAT AFTER GETTZNG ~lt~NDEPEN~&4CEr *WE 
NEtiD TO SHAKE OFF ALL FORMS OF INFLUENCES TljAT CAN WEtiE$i$++ 
--MORE PY0’?/HM “b 
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,; 
“WE-NEED TO RESUSCITATE OUR MALAY VALUES AND IDENTlTY UWICM 

HAVE THEIR OWN DYMAM1SM.’ ’ 
HE SAXD WRXPERS,HUST HAUE B’HE PtQTSVATfON TO REVIVk’AND’NURTURE 

HQNOWRABLE VALUE3 AMONG THE MALAY RACE. 
THEIR CONTRYEWYPONSr' WHETHER IN THE FORM OF Hl9TOiICAL WRLTINGS* 

POETRYI NOVELSP BPCORT STORIES OR RE5EARCH FfNDltNQSr SHOULD HAVE 
THE WLTTHATE APB OF P408ILISING THE NkW MALAY WORLD 9eDER TO BRING 
PROGRESS TO ANY CORNER OF THE REGION PhBHABXTED SY THE l’4ALAY RACE. 

HE 9A1D THE NALAY, WORLD HAD A PROUD HISTORY SEFORE THE COMING 
OF FORE16N POWERS TO THE REGION AND THEIR DPVPSIVE EFFECT ON THB 
MALAY6 w 

TN@ MALAV bJORLD OF HSGTORPCAL TX!%33 WAS AN’IMPORTANT CENTRE 
OF CXVPLlSAVHOhl AND COHMERCE. 

THE ARRPVAL OF WE5TERN POWERS HAD NOT ONLY PUT,AN END’TO THT5 .’ 

i3L;T”t’ERXNB ERA &UT ALSO CORRUPTED THE MALAY U0fkt.hVIEW UNTIL ZT 
BtCONE ONLY A REFLECTION OF THE VSEW OF THE COtONIAlLSTS. I- MORE 
?x§~/M5 



qu3 ONLY WERE N~R~JUBATED P~LXTXCALLY AND RAVIS~~ED~X~~W~~-~ 
I;ALLY'v OUR VALUES AND THl#KXNG WERE ALSO PERVERTED BY THEIR VIEb+~ 

. ..&ND VAtUi33r RE~ULYIMii Iti TM MAtAY WORLD NEARLY LOSING XT8 Ir>EWITY : 

AND E.XIBPENCE iN’HISTORY.8’. 
- THE PRIME MINISTER BTRESBED tHA?’ &d&E HISTORY CCiJLD NOT BE 

CHANGED9 SITUATIONS COULD. 
IT.HAB THE OBLSCATION OF PsALAYS TO CHERISH AND SAFEGUARD STHE 

HERITAGE OF THE MALAYS A§ DESCENDEWTS OF A PROGRESSIVE AND CfVLLPSED 
COMPOUNfTY ;aN THE WORLD. I 

IN THfS CONNECTION9 LANGUAGE AND CULTURAL PROPONENTS WERE 
ASSIGNED AN EXTREMELY CHALLENGING TPISK WHICH flUST’ BE DISCHARGED 
WkfH1N THE FRAMEWORK OF’THE EXISTING 6EO-POLITICAL STRUCTURE.. 

HE SAID THE DECLINE OF THE MALAY WORLD WAS NOT BECAUSE OF LACK OF, 
SPlRiT OR COURAGE OF THE MALAYS OF THOSE TIMES BUT BECAUSE THE 
THREAT CAME FROM A PEOPLE WHO WERE MORE ADVANCED,jN KNOWLEDGE AND - :, 

, TF CHHGLOGY . -*- MORE 140Q/tl6 “, .r”. 
._. 
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VARIOUS DECEITS WERE PRACTISED ON THE t&LAYS AND THE SEEDS 
Oi DIYUNfTY SOWN AMONG THEM. . 

“THE FOREIGNERS9 THROUGH A VERY SUBTLE’PROCESS9 TOOK CONTROL 
;SF 0UR THINKING AND CAUSED US TG HAVE A LOW REGARD OF OUR WORTH 

‘AND OUR QUALITIESr” HE SAID.. 
THE COLONPAL POWERS ENCOURAGED THE HALAYS T’O FOCUS THEiR 

THINKING CULTURE9 SO THAT THE MINDS OF>THE MALAYS WOULD BE CAUGHT 
UP IN ISSUES CULTURE9 CUSTOKS AND HISTORY AND STEERED AWAY 
FROM QUESTIONS OF KNOWLEDGE9 ECONOMICS AND’POLXTICS TO ENSURE 
THEY REMAINED WEAK. 

"UE WERE ALSO FED WITH THEIR OWN. SOCIAL AND CULTURAL VALUES SO 
THAT WE WOUL_D LOSE OUR IDENTITY AND LOOK’UP TO THE COLONIALISTS.” 

G,PEAKING OF THE MALAY WORLD IN A MORE.SPECIFIC CONTEXT9 
THAT IS9 IN THE CONTEXT OF MALAYSfA9 HE SALD DZSCUSSIONS ON CULTURE 
SHOULD IDEALLY BE FREE OF ALL POLITXCAL,PREJUDLCES BECAUSE 
CULTURE WAS THE PRACTlCAL MANIFESTA-TION OF THE THINKING AND SYSTEM . 
OF VALUES OF A .COMMUNJ’Ty. -- f4ORE 151!J/MB 
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H’E ADMItTED HOWEVER THAT THflS MIGHT NOT BE pOSSISLE XN tODAY”S 
~‘:SIT~AT~ON WHERE THE QUESTION OF CULTURE WAS OFTEQl COMPLICATED SY 
,‘DXFFICULT AND SENSITIVE POLITICAL ‘CONSIDERATIONS. 

THIS SITUATION WAS CLEARLY WNIFEST IN THE POLITlCAL CHESS, GAMES ” 
0~ NEWLY-EMERGENT NATfONSv HE ADDED- 

IN MALAYSlAv HE SAID THE EVOLUTION OF A NATIONAL CULTURE HAD A’ 
DIRECT ASS()C~AT~ON GlLTH THE QUESTXON OF NATIONAL UNITY AND THE “’ 
CRf-ATION QF A NATfONAL XDENBSTY BASED ON THE WAY OF LfFE OF A 
PEOPLE OF’ DIFFERING RACE* RELfGfON AND CULTURE. 

THE F()UNDATION HA9) BEEN LAID WHEN THE COUNTRY ACHEWED INDEpEN-. 
DE.NCE AND THE FJR~~.XPB NOW WAS ST6 IMpLEMENTSATIw. 

DATUK GEAI DR, MAHATHIR SAID THE IDEA OF A NATIONAL CULTURE 
FOUNDED ON THE CULTURE OF THE ORIGINAL PEOPLE OF THE REGION 

‘AND CONTAINING ELEMENTS ASSIMPLATED FROM OTHER CULTURES AND OF 
ISLAM AS THE KEY ELEMENT #AS NOT SOt$iTHXNG ‘NOW. -- MORE *fSda/M@ 
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SUCH A SltUATXON HAD EXISTED THE PAST HUNDREDS OF YEARSI THE 
I)NF^Y DIFFERENCE BEING THAT IN THE PAST, THE PROCESS WAS NOT RESu-- 
tA,?ED OR f’LANNED* RfXULTfWi fN ABSORPTION OF DAMAGING ELEMENTS THAT 

:~HAMpEREQ THE EVOLUTION OF A NATIONWL CULTURE THAT COULD BRING 1 
ASfiUt A TRULY STRONG AND LOYAL MALAYSIAN NATION. 

\ 

THE PRIME MfNXSTER POINTED OUT THAT WHEN THE COUNTRY WAS 
PREPARING FOR ~NWPENDENCEI THE. PEOPLE AGREED THAT NATIONAL UNITY 
G& SUZLT THROUGH THE UNIFYING PROCESS OF HAVING ONE LANGUAGE, THE 
NATIONAL LANGUAGE, AND ‘ONE CULTURE* THE NATIONAL CULTtiRE WHICH 

! WAS BASED ON THE CULTURE OF THE ORIGXNAL’PEOPLE DF THE LAND. 
IN THXS LIGHT* THE NATIONAL CULTURE AND NATIONALr’iANGUAG~ SHOULD 

NQT 82: MADE fSSUES AT ALL3 AND QUESTIONS ON THEM SHOULD 00 
WE CONFINED ONLY TQDISWSSIONS ON WAYS OF IMPLEMENTING’THE CONCEPT. ., 

“IF WE WISH TO HAVE A PEACEFUL AND PROSPEROUS COUNTRY AND A 
HAppV NATION? LANGUAGE AND CULTURE SHOULD NOT BE MADE INT(j p()L‘ITICAL 

“‘XsauEs 70 SERVE f!dE ENDS OF ANT%-UNITY GROUpS WHOSE LOYALTY 

ZCfC NOS.5 IF) 
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THE MEETXNG OF THE OJiAkAY WORLD ‘62 1 8 ATQINDED 0Y ABOUT 
360 PARTICIPANTS AND OBSERVERS FROM YHE ASEAN COUNTRIESI BRUNEI 

*AND SkX LANKA. 
1’T WILL DISCUSS 14 b&RKlNG PAPERS ON MALAY CULTURE OF 25.YEARS 

AGO AND MALAY LITERATURE IN THE SOUTH-EAST ASIAN REGION. 
If X8 ORG6NISED XN CONJUNCTION WITH THE COUNTRY’S 23TH’ 

INDEPENDENCE CELEBRATION6 AND 2STH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS OF ’ 

\-f-HE FIRST NATIONAL CULTURAL CONGRESS. 
PRESENT AT THE OPENING CEREt’l0kY WERE MELAKA CHIEF M,XNSSTE:n 

ABRVL. RRHXM THAMBY CHIKI STATE ASSEMSLY SPEAKER DATUK AEDWL PAZAk: 
ALIAS* DEWAN BAHASA DAN PUSSTAKA D$RECTOR-GENERAL DATUK HAJf _ 
HA5SAN AHMAD AND GAPENA (FEDERATION OF-NATIONAL WRlTERS ASSOCXATIONS) 
PRESZDENT PROF. DATUK’ISMAfL HUSSEIN. -- BERNAMA 153!5/MB . . 
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