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. SALD TODAY THAT HE ANTED TO SE RMERE IN THE COUNTRY KEEP UP NITH

THE TIMES BY PRACTISING MODERN AGRICULTURE METHODS TO. IMPROVE |
THEIR STANDARD OF LIVING AND INCOMES. ‘

HE BA1D THE PRACTICE OF MODERN AGRICULTURE METHODS BASED ON ;
ADVANCES 1IN TECHNOLOGY WAS IN LINE WITH GOVENEMENT'S. AIM OF - HAVING -
THE NATION'S DEVELOPMENT SHARED BY THE RURAL COMMUNITY. 1

+THE FARMERS SHOULD BE NOT MERELY SATISFIED WITH THEIR TRADITIONAL?
METHODS OF AGRICULTURE.+ HE ADDED WHEN HE LAUNCHED THE SYARIKAT
PEMBANGUNAN PERTANIAN HERE TODAY.

THE COMPANY WAS SET UP TO DEVELOP 170 BECTARES OF IDLE LAND IN
KUALA SUNGAI BARU IN THE ALOR GAJAH DISTRICTs ABOUT S0 KM FROM HERE.

+THE TIME HAS ADVENCED FROM A STAGE WHERE BUFFALOES ARE REPLACED -
MACHINERY TO -PLOUGH THE FIELD TO ENSURE A BETTER INCOME FOR THE .
FARMERS ¢+ HE ADDED. -- MORE 1648/11
ZCIC ND37 (F)
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THE PRIME HINISTFR SAID HE WAS CERTAIN THAT FARMERS OF . TODAY‘NO
LONGER WAMT ’‘TO LIVE FROM HAND TO MOUTH''. BUTs HE ADDED. THE -
FARMERS WOULD NOT HAVE A BETTER LIFE IF THEY DID NOT SEEK MORE
EFFECTIVE AGRICULTURE METHODS. _

'*THERE ARE. SOME WHO FELT THAT 17T IS NOT PRACTICAL‘TOvUSE
MODERN MACHINERY 'IN OUR PADI FIELDS BUT I FEEL THAT THE MACHINERY
CAN BE UBED CDLLECTIVELV ‘BY THE . FARMERS NITH BIG ACREAGEa" HE
60052 SALID THE CULTIVATION OF PADY ON A COLLECTIUE BASIS HAD BEEN
BUCCESSFULLY TRIED OUT IN ABAM JAWAY KEDAH: WHERE THE FARMERS HAD. -
USED THEIR OWN MACHINERY. -

HE WAB CONFIDENT THAT SIMILAR PROJECTS COULD BE CARRIED OUT
IN OTHER AREAS IF THE FARMERS WERE PREPARED TO COOPERATE AND TO
RECEIVE WAGES AND ALLOWANCE, BASED ON THE SIZE oF THE ACER&GE THEY
WORKED ON, -~ HMORE 1708/HB*

!

DATUK BERI DR. MAHATHIR POINTED ouT THAT THERE WERE MANY OTHER'

;NODERN AGRICULTURAL METHODS BUT UNLESS THE FARMERS WERE WILLING

“TO ACCERPT THE. NECEBSARY CHANGES’ THEY WOULD BE LEFT BEHIND BY

~THE WORLD.
HE BTRESSED THAT THERE NAS ‘No PLACE FOR FARMERS WHO HERE LAZYv
. ESPECIALLY IF THEIR CROPS REGQUIRED CONSTANT ATTENTION AND CARE.
+ 1 AM ALSO SURE THAT FARMERS IN THIS COUNTRY COULD BE BUCCE-

88FUL IF THEY WOULD ALSO CULTIVATE OTHER' CROPS THAT COULD MORE

'LTHAN DOUBLE THEIR INCOMES THAN IF THEY WERE JUST TO. PLANT PADI

tALONE.

THE PRIME MINISTER LATER PREBENTED PRIZES TO HINNERS OF AN

"INTER-KAMPUNG COHPETITION AND: +THE VIBIT AND TRAINING SYBTEH OF
FARMING+.
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