- EEC criti
keepmg ot

NST -1 MAR 1983

KUALA LUMPUR,
Mon. — The European
Economic Community
“(EEC) was today crit-

} icised for depriving

. Asean and other deve-

- loping nations of a
share of the rich mar-
kets in Europe..

Datuk Secri Dr Ma-
hathir Mohamad sa e
E as us S collec-
tive strength to keep
these nations away from
the Buropean markets
cven for manufactured
products based on the
natural resources of
these dcveloping coun-
tries.

Shackles

Speaking at the open-
ing of the Asean-EEC In-
dustrial Conference here,
the Prime Minister said
he was making these

statements because “we

need to face the truth” of
the situation if any meet-
ings between them are to
be worthwhile.

In the past, he said

‘members of the EEC and-

other developed na.tlons.
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Developmg natlons
not getting a share_
of the market, |
says Dr Mahathlr

have becn happy to keep

Ascan nations and other
developing countries
merely as suppliers of
raw commodities, both
algricultural and miner-
a

“Some: of the Asean

-y countries “have foynd to

their dismay, that politi-

* cal independenge -which
. threw away .the shackles

"of colonialism brought

dence — a.new form of co-
lonialiam,” he said.

* It was this feeling ot

dlsenphantment and

hel'jaaaness that has
m

forced developing coun-
tries around the world.to

‘become intractable. _
This and the awareness

of the near collapse of the
world economic system
should make Asean and
EEC nations realise the .
need to work together for

» mutuaJ beneflt

%Stablhty

forth another evil in the ;~*
form of econdmijc-depen-

“T{lorfutnre well-being.

of bath'our regions, one -
- repre;

ting>an econom-
ic lorgzoot today and the
other an emerging eco-
nomic force of tgmorrow

bty

—.can only be engen-‘

TNy g ok

desire by members of the

EEC to assist in the fulfil- -

ment ofithe legitimate as-

pirations of the people’

and nations of Asean.”

Datuk Seri Dr Ma-
hathir listed four things

that Asean nations did
. 'not want. ’

® They did not want to

continue to be the planta- .

tions and mines for Eu-
rope or. the rest of the
world X

- @ They do not cherish
the dubious honour of be-
ing world leaders in the

production of raw com-’

..modities whose prices
-are dictated by the tender

mercics of market ma-

nipulators and close shop

trading -systems in Bu-:
rope and other parts of’
_ the world.

" '@ They did not want to
- 8ce their people breakin
s their backs to till the soil

and mine the land for de- .
pleting commodities only .
.to find that those who .

!work the hardost are
those who obtain the
least economic benefita
_for their endeavours.
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ised for
ers out

dered if there is genuine

s They do not want to
})erpetuate their manu- :

acturing ‘sectors at the !
lowest ranges of the scale

. of world technology.

He was pleased that the
EEC had arranged the |
seminar to examine the
rroapects of manufactur-

ng agricultural machin-
eries, machine tools and ;
processing machines in .-
Asecan. .

However, he knew that
the EEC would not relo-
cate thelr industrial op-
erations in Asean for the'
sake of trlendship and

.. other rhetoric.

“What we in the Asean’
region offer to all indus- |
trialists from developed’

_countries, including the
-EEC, is aregion of stabil:

ity and dynamic growth
where you can invest
with confidence 'and .

.make reasonable prof-

its,” he said. -
There ‘is a need for

-manufacturers in the.

EEC to look towards
Asean as partners espe-
eially in the tace of esca-

. lating coats and the reali-.

‘sation -of the laws of
compara,tlve a,dvantage

ey
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