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JOHOR BAHARUg +ATUK SERI DR. MAHATHIR MOHf@AD 
SAID T9DAY THAT TO INTRODUCE P UNIFORM WEEK-END 
HOLIDAYS FOR THE WHOLE COUNT,RY IN VIEW QF THE.OE!JECTIONS RAISED 
BY SEVERAL QUARTERS. 

THE. PRIME MINISTER.SAID SEVERAL P~oP0s4Ls FOR .A UNIFORM 
HOLIDAYS HAD ~BEEN MADE‘A LONG TIME AGO 8UT THERE WERE SOME ‘STATES 
WHICH WERE *NOT QUITE AGREEABLE+ TO THE IDEA. 

+THE.FORMER FEDERATEO MALAY STATES WHICH NOW ORSERVE WEEK-END 
HOLIDAYS 0N SATURDAY AND SUNDAY MIGHT NOT‘AGREE TO ANY CHANGE AND 
LIKEWISE FORMER UNFEDERATED MALAY STATES MIGHT NOT WANT TO CHANGE 
THEIR WEEK-END HOLIDAYS WHICH FALL OUT THURSDAY AND FRIDAY'. 

c +8UT I HAVE NOT GIVEN THE MATTER A THOUGHTr* HE ADDED WHEN HE WAS 
ASKED TO COMMENT ON A CALL BY THE DEPUTY MINISTER .IN THE PRIME 
MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT, DATUK HAJI SUHAIMI KAMARUDDINI FOR A UNIFORM 
WEEK-END HOLIDAYS FOR THE COUNTRY. 

DATUK SUHAIMI,, WHO ALSO HEADS THE UMND BUREAU ON LABOUR AND 
‘MANPOWERI HAD PROPOSED!THPT ‘ALL THE STATES, IN THE COUNTRY HAVE THEIR 

WEEK-END HOLIDAYS CN THURSDAY AND FRIDAY’WHEN HE OPENED A COURSE ?@ 
LABOUR HERE. --, .MDRE 1710/1X .- 
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DATUK SUHAIMI ALSO ‘FELT.THAT THE STATE SHOULD COMP’ROMISE‘AND 
HAVE THEIR WORKING HOURS FROM 8:i5 A.M. TO, 5 P.M.‘ SD THAT‘ THEIR 
WORKERS COULD REST ON FRIDAY AND SUNDAY. I!, 

DATUK SER3s DR. MAHATHIR SAID8 .+THE PROPQSA$ CAN BE IMPLEMENTED 
BUT THE MAIN,BUESTION. IS WHETHER ALL THE STATES WOULD AGREE?+ 

HE SAl;D THE QUESTI()N OF A UNIFbRM. WEEK-END HOLIDAYS HAD’BEEN 
TURNED INTO' A POLITICAL ISSUE WHERE CERTAIN’QUA,RTERS HAD ‘ASKED ’ 
WHY THE $OVERNMENT HAD NOT DECLARED FRI.DAY,As’A UN-IFORM WEEK-END I 
HOLIDAY IFOR THE COUNTRY, 

+ALTHQUCH THERE IS NOTHING IN THE ISLAMKC’RELIGICN WHICH‘SAYS 
THAT MUSLIMS MUST NOT WORK ON FR1DAY.r THERE’ARE PEOPLE .wHO’TRy TO 
MISINTERPRET XTr+ HE ADDED. -- BERNAMA 1713/1X 

.) 
/ 

_ \ -. . :. 

. 

. 


	Mahathir Holidays (Bernama 05/03/1983)

