KUALA LUMPUR, Sun.
— The British High Com-
mission here is happy
that the I8-month ‘buy-

British-last’ policy has |

been Lifted.

“We are very pleased
about the announcement
‘made by Datuk Seri Dr
Mahathir Mohamad,” a
spokeswoman for the
High Commission said
today.

“IL came as L surprise,
However, we can safely
_say that this means our
cfforts to promote vetter
relations with ' Malaysia
have been acknowleged
“and appreciated.”

She sald the imposition
of the poliey from Octo-
S her 1981 had resulted in
. the Britsh public sector
losing oul on contracts

worth millions of pounds.

Yesterday, Datuk Serf -~

By Muabathir announced
that British contracis
and tender award pro-
pusals for Gevernment
projecis need no longer
be vetted by the Prime
Minister's Department.
Instead, administra-
tors of the varions de-
partments concerned
can now decide on the
tenders or contracts,
Datuk Seri Dr Ma-
hathir said the Govern-
ment directive on vetting

‘was ineffeclive since the

depreclating pound had
resulted in British goods
being cheaper.

This directive had
been issued alfter the
Council of the Securities
Industry in Britain
wiended rules govern-
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ing the large share ac-

quisition and lakeovers |- .

on the United ~Kingdom

the su
laysia’s Permodalan Na-
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stock market following |
:¢essful bid by Ma-

- stonat Bhd to acqyuire |

cointrol of Guthrie Corpo- -

ration.

11 also came after Bri- |
tadn imposed the full-cost
fees for foreigners study- |

Ing in the country.

However, since the im-
plementation of the ‘buy- -

British-last’ policy, Bri-
tain had made several
overtures o improve re-

fations between the twe .

countries,

One of these was the |
selting up of a £5-million |

($17.4 mitlion) special
(rust fund to assist Ma-
laysian students study-
ing in Britain,
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