Threat shows Soviet|

~

BANGI, Sun. — The
Soviet Union’s warn-
ing to Ascan countries
not to confront Viet-
nam, Laos and Kam-
puchea was in fact an
open admission of
their ambitions in this

areca and intention to.

. subvert the five coun-
t~tries, Datuk Scri Dr
Mahathir Mohamad
: “Said: .
! *Itis only an excuse for
¢ “them (the Soviet Union)
;40 do that kind of thing
;- {subversion),"” the Prime
- Minister said.
-2 Commenting on the So-
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viet threat made by its
Depuly Foreign Minister
Mikail Kapitsa in Singa-
pore, Datuk Scri Dr Ma-
hathir said Malaysia

took the ‘ihFeal seriously

“as they now have said it
openly.”

“They are emboldened”

by the fact that they have
taken control of Afghani-

.8tan and certain African
. countries. Now they seem

to'have ambitions in this
area,” he said.

He said the Vietnam is-
sue in context of the Sovi-
ct warning was “irrele-
vant." “This is just an
excuse.”

Datuk Seri Dr Ma-
hathir told newsmen af-
ier opening the Peninsu-

-Ma

1

lar Malaysia Malay
Students Union (GPMS)
that thc warning would
not deter Malaysia or
any-of its-Asean partners
from continuing their cf-
forts to find a pcaceful
political solution to the
Kampuchecan problem.

“We will stand by what ‘

we think is right,” he
said.

“We cannot accept a
country marching into
another country to set up
a Government. -

"If we accept that, it is
possible that the Rus-

- sians will march intg-our

country to sct up their
Government.”

On what actions Ma-

laysia and other Ascany
countries would take in:
view of .the Sovict threat,

he said: “We have always -

been making surc that |
such a situation (subver- :
sion) does not arisc. Nonc !
.of the Ascan countrices

-want Lo be subverted.”

As to whether Malay-

i sia would provide mili-

| tary aid to Thailand, Da-

il tuk Seri Dr Mahathir |
' said the situation now did : he added.
‘i not warrant such action. |
i *We will think about’ ia w
| this when we cross the, providing_hymanitarian
i bridge,” he added. i

Datuk Seri Dr Ma-

" hathir said Malaysia did’;
'not think that the supply .-

tof American arms Lo raonay to buy food, he

ad‘dcd.

‘Thailand at this stage
would make Victnam

V . oo . -,
“more aggrdssive.
' :" appailand is the onc
' . having to defend itself.
Thailand is not the ag-

ressor,” he said. “Viet-
gam is attacking the
country with Sovict help.

Datuk Seri Dr Ma-
Yathir said the United
States was only spndmg
Thailand arms il had .
bought. “They arc qnl.y
scending it carlicr, this is
nothing cxtraordinary,

The Prime Mi.nistcr
also said Malaysia was

aid to the¢ Kampuchcan
refugees. He said medi-
cine and food were being
sent. Malaysia had re-
cently given the refugees
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