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COLOMBOP IAPRIL 21 (BERNAM -- DATUK.SERI DR. MAHATHIR MOHAMAD 
tim- WARNED~TONIGHT THAT(VIETNAHkk TR G~%XEXON--6$--?%2X- 

INFLI,CTING CASUALTIES,ON THAI FORCES AND’ CIVILIANS WILL HAPPEN 
AGAIN AS LONG AS HANOI.CONTINUES WITH THE ILLEGAL OCCUPATsION OF 
HAMPUCHEA AND RESISTS UNITED NATIONS' C&,LLS FOR A PEACEFUL . 
SOLUTION.. 

SPEAKING AT A BANQUET GIVEN BY SRI LANKA PRESIDENT J.R. 
JAYEWARDENE HE REITERATED HIS CALL TO THE INTERNATIONAL CtiMMUNITY 
TO ASK FOR AN IMMEDXATE CESSATION OF VIETNAMESE MILITARY ACTI.ONS-. 
ALONG THE BORDER AND TOTAL WITHDRAWAL FROW KAMPUCHEA. .,.’ 

THE CURRENT OFFENSIVE AGAINST UN RECOGNISED-GO~ERNHENT '.OF 
DEMOCRATIC KAMPUCHEA AND HELPLESS CIVILIAN KHMERS HAS,DEFiORED, .’ 
THE PRIME MINISTER SAID.’ ” ‘, 

DATUK SERI DR. MAHATHIR WHO IS HERE.FOR A’THREE-DAY VlSITv --"' 
CALLED FOR ST1 LANKA’S SUPPORT.TO +OUR EFFORTS+ TO,FIND A PEACEFUL 
SOLUTION. .I, 

HE’SAID2 +YOUR GOVERNNENT’S SUPPORT’FOH OUR EFFCRTS IS.HIGHLY 
VALUED AND Af'PPECIATED+. -, MORE 2023/MS 
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HE SAID THE VIETNAMESE 0PERATIONk”ALONC THE KAMPUCHEAN- 
THAI BORDER THREATENED TO SPILL OVER INTO.THAfLAND AND 
RAISE A SPECTRE OF WAR IN THE REGION AND INVITE BIG-POWER INVOLVE-. 
MENT. 

HE GAVE SUPPORT ,TO SRI .LANKA’S EFFORTS TO CONVENE THE UN 
CONFERENCE ON THE DECLARATION OF THE INDIAN OCE4N AS A ZONE 
QF PEACE. 

HOWEVER 2 THE CONTINUED ‘VIETNAMESE ILLEGAL OCCUPATION 
OF KAMPUCHEA POSED,A SERIOUS OBSTACLE TO THE REALISATZON OF 

‘HALAYSIA’S CONCEPT OF ZOPFAN - ZONE OF’P,EACEr FREEDOM AND 
NEUTRALITY. 

.NOTING THAT BOTH COUNTRIES WERE’COMMITTED TO THE PRINCIPLES 
OF NON-ALIGNMENTI HE SAID THE.MOVEMENT-COULD NOT HOPE . 
TO ACHIEVE ITS OElJECTIVES XF THIRD WORLD COUNTRIES AND MEMBERS 
OF THE NON-ALIGNED ClOVEtlENT BECAME INVOLVED.>IN BIG POWER CONFLICT 
OR +BY THEMSELVES COMHIT .ACTS OF AGGRESS,ION WITH SUPPORT FROM THE. 
BIG POWERS+. 

HE SAID THE MOVEMENT HAD A BIG ROLE TO PLAY IN THE FACE OF - 
INCREASING BIG POWER CCiHPETITION AND THE ARMS RACE. ’ 1 

HE, SAX0 MALAYSIA ,HAD ‘A HIGH REGARD FOR S,RL LANKA’? INVOLVEMENT -:;. 
IN PROMOTING A REGIONAL FRAMEWORK FOR ‘COORERATION : 
IN THE REGION. -- flORE 2025/MB “’ 
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PRESIDENT JAYEWARDENE, IN HIS SPEECH9 RECALLED INSTANCES 
OF +COMMON~IDENTPfY AND PURPOSE* BETWEEN BOTH COUNTRZES. 

HE PAID,TRXBUTE TO THE MALAY COMMUNITY HERE WHO HAD 
DIST.RINGUISED ITSELF IN VARIOUS WALKS OF PUB,LfC LIFE AND 
MAKING, A SIGNSFICANT'CONTRJBUTION 'TO THE COUNTRY. 

+THESE STRONG COMMUNITY OF PEOPLE’HAVE PRODUCED SOME,OF OUR 
AetEsT LEGISLATORS., DOCTORSit LAWYERS AND OTHER PROFESSIONAL 
MEN AND SPORTSMEN.+ 

HE NOTED THAT MALAYSIANS OF SRI LANKA ORIGIN ALSO MADE A 
DZSTXNCTIVE CONTRIBUTI.ON TO DEVELOPMENT 1N THE. COUNTRY. 

HE DESCRIBED DATUK SERl DR. MAHATHIR”S VISIT AS A FURTHER 
STEP ,FORNARD IN THE LGNG HISTORY OF THE COMMON ENDEAVOURS .“BETWEEN 
OUR PEOPLES. AND A CONCERETE EXPRESSLON,OF CLOSE FR.IENDSHIP AND. 
WX’LLING COOPERATION.+ 

HE SAID THE VISIT CAME AT A TXME. WHEN FRESH-WINDS OF ‘CHANGE 
WERE BLOWING OVER THE’ASZAN REGION WHOSE PEACE AND STABILITY 
HAD BEEN IMPERILLED BY EVENTS IN KAMPUCHEA. 

I’ 

+NEW HOPES AND NEW EXPECTATIONS ARE BEING CREATED BY’THE 
WILLINGNESS OF COUNTRIES TO ESTABLISH A DIALOGUE AMONG THEM 
ON VARIOUS XSSWES+. ‘. 

THE SOUTH ASIAN FORUM INIi%ATfVE AND I’TS MEETING 
OF FOREIGN MINISTERS THIS YEAR9 PAVED THE. WAY FOR.ENCOURAGiNG 
DEVELOPMENT IN RELATIONSBETWEEN COUNT!?IES IN THE : 
REGION. -- BERNAMA 2(35C3/MB 
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