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KUALA LUMPUR, Tues.
--.The smaller countries
of the developing world

can still make an impact.

and have their voices
heard if they work to-
gether as a group, Datuk
Scri Dr Mahathir M

- mad said tonight.

peaking to reporters .

i -on his return from a nine-

" day officlal visit to Ban-
gladesh, Sri Lanka and

" the Maldives, he said he
had stressed this in his
talks with the leaders of
the three countries.

Countries in the deve-

loping world could co-op-
crate and work with one
another in improving
South-South relations de-
spite the feeling of a ma-
jority of them that they
were “too small and
weak".

The Prime Minister
said the Bangladesh, Sri
Lankan and Maldivian
lecaders supported Ma-
laysia's call for more
South-South dialogue
and co-operation.

They also supported
Malaysia's stand on vari-
ous issucs, such as Kam-
puchea’'and Afghanistan.

Datuk Scri Dr Ma-

®

. hathir also warned that
the oil slick currently
worrying the Gulf na-

tions could ultimately af-’

fect Malaysia.

It could posec problems
for countries in the Indi-
an Ocean, including Sri
Lanka and the Maldives,
if not contained soon, and
“may even come to Ma-
laysia”. .

On trade and invest-
ment, the Prime Minister
said a number of arcas in
which better co-opera-

tion could be realised had

been identiffed. )
- Scholarships

He disclosed the possi-
bility of Malaysia im-
~-porting more paper and

fresh foodstuff from Ban-

gladesh. .
The Sri Lankan Gov-
crnment has also agreed
to sel aside between 700
and 800 acres in
Mahaweli for a joint-ven.
ture project with Malay-
sia Lo grow crops, includ-
ing spices, which the

latter had previously .
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been importing from oth-
er countries.

Datuk Seri Dr Ma-
hathir said that areas of
increased co-operation
with the Maldives could
centre on the fishing and

- fishmeal industries, can:

ning and tourism.- -V

A Malaysian contrac-
tor building -an Islamic
centre in the Maldives’
has also agreed t6 offer
five scholarships to Mal-
divians for training in the
construction field in Ma-
laysia. :

The Prime Minister
hoped ‘that other Malay-

sian contractors _]m';uld “| quest for assistance in the |
ple.

follow.this exam

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
sald Malaysia might receive
more people for training
from the countries he had
visited.

On hand to welcome hin}
home was Deputy Primée.
Minister Datuk Musa Hitam
and other Cablinet members.
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Maldives have agreed to cn- |
ter into an economic and |

technical co-operation agree-

ment. |
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given to Xevelop new resort . Iran andIraq for an immedi-
/{slands. TS ate cessation of hostilities in!
. The 30-point communique : the interest of Islam and the :
: described the visit as an im- | progress of the ummah. .
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i?rlendly' relations between | on Afghanistan, the two lead-.
"both countries and it is un. ¢ ers also stresaed the need for
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{has made o rtane | ‘ al withdrawal of Soviet,
fticlale'under : iroops. . '
Solon: Oll\”Kampuchea. they!
called on.-the international.
. . . communlt‘y to gle:{u;,nd that.
the growing military  Vietnam immediately cease
’m%r\‘rl:ll:as gy the glg powers : hostllitles and unconditional-
in the Indian Ocean, the com- ' ly withdraw its troops.
munique said the two leaders ! Both leaders reaffirmed
called for the gpeedy imple- | thelr support for the Zone of
“mentation of a United Na- | Freecdom, Peace and Neu-
-tions resolution declaring : trality (Zofpan) and thc,needA
the Indian Ocean a zone of ~ for an early solution to the
eace. | Kampuchean problem which
The President alsoc ex-_; would remove a serious ob-.
{ .preased deep concern over ' stacle to the full realisation
: “the danger of merconaries” ° of its objectives. .
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