
. .._ _~ __. -._,-- - 

The following is the &all text of the address by Prime lWi@st&r 
Datuk Seri IBr. M~ita.t~:p..~~.~~tnt_a_dl_at the openitfg of the Asian 
Conference on the Question df Palestine yesterday. / 

I WISH to welcome all of you who have come a 
long way to make a genuine and meaningful 
contribution to finding a solution to the Pales- 
tlnian problem - a problem which has been 
with us for more than three decades since the 
displuccmcnt of the Palestinian pcoplc from 
their homeland following the establishment of 
the so-called State of Israel. 

Your prcscncc here is 
proof of the support of the 
countries and people of I 
the Asia-Pacific region 
for the just struggle of 
the Palestinian people for 
their right to their homc- 
land In Palestine. 

This show of solidarity 
by your presence here 
will no doubt reassure lhe 
Palestinian people that 
thclr struggle has not 
been in vain, that they 
arc not alone and that the 
international community 
is still conscious of its rc- 
sponslbllity for peace and 
just1ce. 

PaiCStill\an struggle. If  
Lhcy are indeed commit- 
ted lo justice and pcacc in 
West Asia, lhcy should 
apprEciatc that WC are 
only trying to achieve the 
same objective. There is 
no cause for them to pcr- 
suade countries not to 
participate in this confer- 
ence. That they have 
done so vindicates those 
who question their sin- 
ccrity and sense of jus- 
ticc. Israel will now bc 
more intransigent than 
cvcr. 

Injusticc 
I wish to take this op- 

portunity to convey, on 
bchaif of the Government 
and pcopic of Malaysia, 
our deep appreciation to 
Mrs Luciiic Mair, the 
Secretary-Gcncral of the 
International Conference 
on the Question of Paies- 
tint. and to Ambassador 
Masambn Sarre, the 
Ch&man of the Com- 
mlttcc on the Excrcisc of 
the Inalienable Right8 of 
the Palestinian People 
for their commendable 
efforts, not only in pro- 
jecting the just cause of 
the Palestinians, but also 
In pursuing, on bchaif of 
the Paicstinlan pcoplc, 
grcatcr lntcrnatlonai 
commitment to justice. 
The Palcstinlan struggle 
is nothing more than a 
struggle for justice, to 
which they, as much as 
everyone cisc, have a 
right. 

The fundamental is- 
sues involved in the qucs- 
tion of Paicstinc arc wcii 
known to ail of us. WC 
have a CRSC hcrc whcrc 
an clitirc pcopic have 
been driven out of their 
homciund, humiliated 
and cndiessly harassed. 
In this regard. ior over 
three dccadcs the intcr- 
national community has 
been incffcctive. The in- 
?ustlcc and indignities 
perpetrated on the Paics- 
tinian pcoplc have been 
rcpcatcdiy voiced in the 
United Nations, and 

countless resolutions have 
been passed. But, the cru- 
elty towards. and the pcr- 
sccution of the Palestin- 
ian people continue 
unabated. 

The Palestinian people 
have suffcrcd enough. If  
WC have any conscience, 
WC must cndcavour to 
find a solution to end this 
injustice inflicted on 
them not because they 
did wrong but because 
others wish to assuage 
thclr conscience. The 
supporters of Israel, who 
claim to bc the champi- 
ons of human rights, 
must now forsake hypoc- 

It Is unfortunate, how. 
cvcr’. that certain quar. 
tcrs have tried to under. 
mint our efforts in the 
CnuSc of ju~tiCc for the 

‘The Palestinian struggle is nothing 
more than a strulggle for justice, to 
which they, as much as everyone: else, 
have a right. 

risy and double stan- 
dards, and cffcctivcly ap- 
ply pressure on the 
Israeli regime in order 
that it will cease its in- 
transigence and bciiigcr- 
cncy. There has never 
been any parallel in his- 
tory where a political cn- 
tlty has been created to 
supplant an existing 
rightful State md the 
new entity supplied .with 
the most lethal weapons 
to pcrpctuate aggression 
against the pcopie they 
had displaced. 

Massacres 
I f  the world conl.inucs 

to be blind and deaf to Is- 
rireii’ cxpanvionism and 
aggression, others will be 
encouraged to commit 

:simiiar crimes elsc- 
whcrc. The world com- 
munity must stand firm 
in uoholdincr the basic 
principle tha7 aggression 
is not any more the solu- 
tion to racial or national 
confiidL8. WC must put a 
stop to aggression. Wc 
mhst make it clear to Is- 
rael by our action that 
lhcy cannot continue 
with their belligerency. 
Similarly. WC must make 
clear to others yho have 
vioiatcd this ,,grinciple 
that they should ccasc 
ond desist from such act. 

The Palestinians are a 
pcopic. They arc a dis- 
tinct entity. They dcscrvc 
the right to their homc- 
land and to exist as a 
member of an intcrna- 
tionnl community with 
sovereignty and dignity. 
Unless this is rccognised 
thcrc can bc no lasting 
JWUCC in lhat region. It is 
in the interest of Israel 

too that the Palestinian 
problem bc rcsolvcd. 
Even Israel’s rncnlor 
must appreciate this. The 
Palestinian problem is 
both a problem of justice 
as well as of worldwide 
secbrlty, and it is in the 
interest of humanity that 
It should be resolved. 

It is almost unbcliev- 
able that in an age when 
coionised territories 
have gained, or are gain- 
ing independence and 
sovcrcignty, the Paics- 

lcrror by pc:op& who 
claim lo bc its IrrFmbcrs. 
more so when the chief of 
the Israeli terYroris1 
movcmcnl is now rccog- 
niscd as t).o Prime Miniu- 
lcr of Israel. It is this dou- 
blc standard thal bus Icd 
lo the milssacrcs at Sa- 
bra and Shatilla. 

The question before us 
today, and in the next few 
days, is whether ti,i. rc- 
gional confercncc 4:: to hc 
a platform for cmply 
rhetoric and rcsoiutions, 
or’as a forum which will 
come up with c,ncrete 
prOpO8aiS. 

WC are not gathered 
hcrc to pass 1.csolutions 
for the sake of passing 
rcsoiutions. There are al- 
ready over 300 resoiu- 
tions on the question of 
Paicstinc. The rights of . 

‘There has lieVer been any parallel in 
hlstory where a political entity has 
been created to supplant an existing 
rightful State and the new entity sup- 
plied with the most lethal weapons to 
perpetuate aggression against the peo- 
ple they had displaced. 

linlans arc not only dc- 
nicd independence but 
they arc actually hound- 
cd from their homciand. 
The world communily, if 
it is Committed to the 
principle of freedom and 
self-government must 
see to it that the Paicstin- 
ians regain their right to 
an indcpcndcnt St& of 
their own. It is immoral 
for a handful of nations at 
the United Nations to ask 
the Palcstiniun people or 
its cxciusive rt?J’rcscnta- 
tlve. the Paicslinc Libcr- 
ation Organisatiuu 
(PLO), to acquicecc to 
prc-conditions lh,tL 
amount to surrcndrr. It I$ 
cvcn more wrong lo I’*:- 
fuse tb rccogniuc the PLO 
because of some acts of 

Palestinian self-dctcrmi. 
nation, including the cs- 
tabiishmcnt of an inde- 
pcndcnt State of their 
own in Palcstinc, is today 
accepted uncquivocably 

,by the overwhelming ma- 
*jority ctt the United Na- 
tions. 

Dccadcs have passed 
and the Pnlcstinians are 
yet to enjoy these rights. 
Obviously, we have not 
aclcd vigorously and sill- 
ccrciy enough. I hope 
thut this confarcncc 
would come up with deii- 
nitc ideas ab to how the 
peace plans .knd iailia- 
tivcs tbai al’c already 
trioot, could cn;lblc Lhc 
l’ih2stitliaus to rc-cnlcr 
Hnd rcg,lih posxssion of 
their rights illid propcrtjr 

_-_--- --..- --- .-_ 



In their historic homc- 
land, Palcstinc. ” 

Even if thcrc arc diffi- 
cultics in whatcvcr talks 
Lhut urc or huvc been BUS- 
pcndcd, this should not 
prcvcnt us bcrc at this rc- 
gional confcrcncc from 
looking beyond, that is to 
come out with a mccha- 
nism as to how, these 
plans and initiutivcs 
could bc made to work. 
The lack of progress in 
on-going efforts must not 
dctcr us hcrc from pro- 
cccding from whcrc UN. 
resolutions, particularly 
the rccolnm(,nd;itioils of 
the UN Commiltce on 
I’illcstinc, have Icfl. 

Justicy 
This confcrcncc should 

provide concrctc inputs 
for the ultimate intcrna- 
tional confcrcncc to bc 
held in Paris lalcr this 
year. Howcvcr. it nlust bc 
borne in mind thirt any 
ncgotintion should in- 
cludc the PLO. This iu 

cruci;rl if the current ap- 
proi~chcs bciscd on the 
l’c:z plan. or other iniliit- 
tivcs. ill‘c to succeed. Wc 
hiivc to iuxcpt that tbc 
PLO rcprescnts cl11 the 
I’cllcutiniiurs and that it 
must bc included in all 
ncgotiillions on the Wcsl 
AsInn sclllcmcnl xi Lhc 
sulc vuico uf I’alcstini;in 
4lspir:ltions. 

Anolhcr important clc- 
mcnl wl1ic.h should bc ac- 
ccpltad is that any talk 
must huvc iis its objcc- 
live the rcillstitulion of 
im ilidcpcndcnt State of 
P~ll%lillC. 

l”ill;tlly Lhc big powers, 
in parlicular the Uliitcd 

I 

Statcu, should prove to 
lhc Palestinian pcopic. 
nnd the world at large, 
that it would bc willing, 
and able to USC its trc- 
mcndous influence on Is- 
rncl to bring a workable 
and durable pcacc scttk- 

mcnt in West Asia, at the 
core of which is lhc qucs- 
Lion of Palestinian sclf- 
dctcrmination and right 
to their own homeland in 
Pitlcstinc. 

The Palestinian prob- 
Icm has bcon with us for 
fnr too long. Wc must. 
thcrcforc. approach the 
problem with a grcatcr 
SCIISC of urgency and 
con~nlilmcilt. LCt US hope 

th,ll the series of cotifcr- 
C~CCY on the Palestinian 
problclu would bring us 
cluscr to a workable solu- 
tion. 

WC urc hcrc not bc- 
cuusc WC arc allied to the 
Pnlcstinian pcoplc bc- 
cause of race or religion, 
bul bcc;~usc we bclicve in 
justice for all humanity, 
und the Palestinian pco- 
plc arc as much a part of 
lhitt world community as 
arc WC all. WC owe it to 
the P;ilcslinian people to 
rcstoic lo them lhcir 
tights and dignity. No 
one, but no one, descrvcs 
lo%c houx~dcd from their 
home, permitncnt or tcm- 
porary, time and time 
again as arc the Palcstin- 
Inns. 

Surely the world which 
hns such a guilty con- 
scicncc over the past ill- 
lrc~r~tmcnt of Jcwv by lhc 
Nnzis. must -have some 
colLscicncc over the in- 
justice and oppression 
1h;rt is being suffered by 
the Palestinians right 
now in our times. 

i M41y God give you the 
wisdom and courage to 
seek juslicc in this period 
of human civilisation. 
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