
DATUK SERI DR, MAKATHIR SAID THAT THE CONFERENCE DEMONSTRATED 
THE RELATHONSHPP AND CONCERN OF THE ASEAN COWNTRIES’ON A PEOPLE TO 
PEOPLE iJASlS l - - -  

THE f3ElME MINESTER ADDED THAT HE ‘USAS GLAD TO NOTE THAT THE . 
ASEPlN RED CRCCS AND RED CRESCENT SOCHETE”C ~.a COHTINWE@I TO PLAY AN 
ACfPVE ROLll XN THE VARIOUS FORHS OF COUMfER-DISASTER RESPONSE d 
AC-x’,)iT,‘L”S 4 Xn;;NLY TKROUCK DISASTER FREPAREDNESS AND RELIEF. 

i”ME ~~z-~:fT-~~~~~~~~~ 0 F PEOPLE AFFLXCTEC BY THE USE OF NEN WEAPONRYI, 
0 R EiJEFi l-(<C y:l:;gGE ANO &&USE OF DRUGS3 NEGLECT OF SAFETY PRECAUTIONS 
lfu’ FACT(-jRy’; .&,;,a’ i) PLANTS AND WXPESPREAD CRIME AND BRWTALCTY tiSTK 
r,fJp;j s-j-3 f-c”‘TE.rI i gE$$$(-J’IqS y HAD DRBWCt-5 OWT A NEW. AN0 COMPLICATED ROLE 
;TIJR T;.($: y& ;!q(>‘j$$ AND RED CfJESCEN’P9 ;-is &DDE’), 

XNDEED TK”zRZ MERE MlOWE AND MORE AREAS TKAT NEEDED THE SERVICES 
OF T&;E REiD CROSS’9 RED CRESCENT AN0 OTHER VOLWNTARY ORGANftATIONS9 
DATWK SERi DA. P4AHATHXR SAID. -- MORE 1230,‘PdK 
MAHRTHiR - CONFkREHCE 3 KUALA I-upIPwR 

OATfJK SERX DR. MAKATKlR SAID TKAT WHEN ASEAN COUNTRIES FACED THE 
PROBLEM OF VIL::TNAIMESE BOAT PEOPLE XN TKE LATE SEVENTIESs THE RED 
Cff3SS AND RiZD CRESCENT SOCPETXES DEMONSTRATED TO THEIR RESPECTIVE 
GOVERNMENTS CERTAIN SPECIFPC ASPECTS OF COPING WfTH THXS NEW 
PROQLEK. 

THE CONFERENCE WHICH WAS THE FIRST TO BE HELD IN KUALA LUMPUR, 
KA0 CHOSEN A THEME NHXCH ALLOWE PT TO ADOPT A FORWARD-LOOKING 
VIEW WKICK COULD P??OVE.VERY REWARDING AND STIMUiAtXNG FOR EVERY 
PARTICIPi4MT9 KE ADDED. 

THE THEME +THE ASEAN APPROACH FOR RED CROSS AND RED CRESCENT 
SOCIETIES IN TKE EI.GHTIESr+ SKOWED HOW SENSITIVE THE MOVEMENT WAS 
TOWARDS AOJWSTfPlG TO THE NEW OEVELOPMENT AND CHANCING REALITIESI 
HE SASD. c 

EARLIER9 DATUK SERI DR. MAHATHIR SAID THAT THE VISIT OF PRINCESS 
SIRINDKORN BESIDES BEING A HISTORICAL EVENT WAS.YET ANOTHER EXPRE- 
SSPON OF THE STRONG BONDS OF FRfENDSKfP AND CORDIAL RELATIONS 
THAT EXISTED &ET’elEEN TKAXLAND AN0 MALAYSIA. 

OBSERVERS FRO!4 JAPAN AND BRWNEX ARE ALSO ATTENDING THE CONFERENCE. 
-- BERNAMA i”kX/MK 
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