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IPOH, ,Sun. — Prime
Minister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahathir Moha-
mad today said that it
is better to have lead-
crs who are .less intel-
ligent but who com-
mand a lot of respect
and support from the
“people rather than to
have ones who are in-
telligent but cannot
command respect and
popular support.
Hec said when leaders
do not have strong sup-
port, it is difficult for
them o get things done.
“Similarly, in a party
like Umno, when it is
time for a leader to step
down, he should do so
willingly to make way for
& younger and morc ca-
pable person,” he said
when opening the Parit

_ Umno division building
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and its annual dclegates’
meeting at Parit, 32km
from here.

The Prime Minister,
who is also the Umno
president, said any
change in the leadership
al branch or divisional
level should be carried
out smoothly and peace-
fully. )

Squabbles

“This is what the party
wants. We arc all free to
contest in the party elec-

tions but what we do can

sometimes cause misun-
derstandings and squab-
bles among party mem-
bers.

“The desire to contest
and win in the electan& is
asmall matter compared

with the nced to preserve
unily in the party.

“A lcader may be capa-
bie but he has no co-op-
cration and support to
carry out his plans when
members are quarelling
among themselves.”

*Umno's struggles are

not over yet. We must-

continue with our efforts

1o build a Malaysia

which is more united and
prosperous.

“We want Lo see towns
which are not dominated
by only one race and ry-
ral areas by Malays who
continue to live in pover-
ty."” .

Datuk Seri Dr Ma-
hathir said there were
ample job opportunities

‘in-the country and he

called on the people not tn
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be choosy.

“If there are not
cnough jobs, there will
not be so many immi-
grant workers at the con-
struction sites and land
schemes. You can cven

find many of them in the

Chow Kit area in Kuala
Lumpur (laughter).

“The British brought
immigrants because the
Malays were not willing
to work in the rubber es-
tates and tin mines.

Accused

“Now we are on the
brink of committihg the
same mistake if we re-
fuse to work in those job
sectors where many im-
migrant workers have
come in.

'

“If we can sweat it out

here in the sun to attend

" this function, we should

also be prepared to sweat

"it. out working in the ‘

sun.” (Laughter).
On the Look East poli-
cy, Datuk Seri Dr Ma-

i hathir said it would not -
make people less Malay-.

sian if.they adopted the .
good work ethic of the Ja-

panese and Koreans.

quired to perform our
daily obligations to God
with utmost devotion. So
when we are required to
work, we must be pre-
pared to work very hard
to improve ourselves."

He said Umno had of-
: ten been accused of being
' a parly which concen-
trated too much on mate-
rial development while

I ~neglecting spiritual val-

| ues, but this was not true.

| | “Material development

i is good for the country

! and we are doing what is
: required by Islam.”

The Quran reading
competition, Datuk- Seri
Dr Mahathir said, was

“aot. organised for polm-
—cal aims but “we are car-.

‘ " “In Islam, we are re-
l

?ying out our duty to Is- ‘

sdam.”

"He said Malaysia had
hecome a model to many -

Islamic countries where-
by thcy had sent répre-
sentatives to learn more
about Quran recading and
how to organise Quran

rceading compelitions.

He added that there
was cven a suggestion

© that Islamic countrics

take turns to hold the in-

ternational Quran read- .

ing competition but until
now Malaysia was still
the host.

Datuk Scri Dr Ma-

hathirsaid the holding of
Quran rcading competi- !

tions was not merely to
. look for.champions but to
“encourage the people to

.Mnderstand the. interpre- -

tation of the Quran and
practice it.

He said at last night's -

opening of the Quran’
rcading competition in
Kuala Terengganu,
among thc quotations in
the Quran which caught

[

o

his attecntion was one |

‘which says, “the pious™ ™

and the virtuous will in- §
hcnt this-world.” '
“The Primc Minister ; ;
s(ud “The world is God's 4
gift of the highest value. !
We can benefit from it if -
we make it a happy and

" peaenful place to live in.”
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