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TODAY UR6ED MUSLI#S TO IHPROVE THEIR STATE OF WECC=BETN6--AND 
CONTRIBUTE TO THE WELL-BEIN OF THE WHOLE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY BY" 
ACQUIRINB KNPWLEDGE AND TECHNOLO6Y AND USING THEN FOR THEIR 
BETTERMENT. 

THE PRPPIE IlPNltSTER SAID AFTER CENTURIES OF BACKWARDNESS AND 
DEPENDENCE IT WAS TIME THAT tdUSL!:MS HARNESSED THEIR SKILLS AND 
EXPERTISE AS THE PROCRESS VF HANB(IND AS A WHOLE CbuLD NOT DEPEND 
ON JUST.A SEGflENT OF THE WORLD -- THE SO-CALLED DEVELOPED UORLD. 

“IF THE WORLD IS TO ACHIEVE B’BETTER 5TA’TE OF WELL-BEINtt EVERY-: 
ONE HAS TO PLAY HIE RrjLEp tiUSLItlS IRRESPECTIVEI” HE SAID 
WHEN OPENING THCI INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON “ISLAtlIC APPROACH 
TOGlARDS TECHNOLOCPCAL DEYELOPHENT” IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE iC3TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF UNIVERSITI TEKNOLOGI MALAYSIA HERE. 

HE RECRETTED ‘THAT TODAY MUSLIMS WERE’A DEPRIVED GROUP, GENERALLY.” 
LACKINC IN RESOURCES AND CAPABILITY, AND THEIR ItlA6E !4A6 NCT THAT 
OF A PEOPLE WHO HERE STRONG IN FAITH, PROGRESSIVE, UNITEDv T0LERAN.T 
AND KNOWLEDCEABLE. 

HE ADMITTED THAT NO DOyBT THE ORIENTALIST6 HAD TO 60tlE EXTENT= 
PAINTED A’WRONG PICTURE OF ISLAM AND-MUSLIHS,. BUT MUSLI’MS THEHSELVEG, 
IN THEIR ORIENTATION AND CONDUCT, .HAD NOT DONE, tlUCH TO ERASE 
THIS TARNISHED Itl,ACE. +- MORE ilOO/MB __i -.- 
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DATUK SERX DR. MAHATHIR SAID THE FACT THAT A 1HIBD OF THE WORLD.‘S 
POPULATION WERE MUSLILHW AND THAT THEY PNHABST THE LESS-DEVELOPED 
PARTS OF THE WORLD TODAY SHOCSED HOW MUCH WUSLSMS WERE DEPENDENT ON 

‘THE OTHERS FOR THEIR WELL-BEING. ,. 
i 

‘, ‘THE IMAGE OF THE PlUSLIHu c TODAY COM~AR’ED TO THE PERIOD OFN I 
EXCELLC I 

NCE DURING AND fMMEDfATELYAFTER THE TIHE OF PROPHET 
MUHAHllAD IS HOST DLSTRESSfNG. THIS IS FAR FROM UHAT ISLAH PROtlfSE8. 

AND EXPECTS OF USv AND IT 15 OF OUR OOJN PEAKINGI” HE ADDED. 
HE SAID TODAY MUSLIN5 COULD ONLY BE PROUD OF THE PAST -- THE 

RELICS OF ISLAHPC CZVILISATIQN AT TTS PEAK. 
DATUK SEW1 DR WAHATMfR BELlEVEC THAT ALTHOUCH i’?USLfHS WERE A 

DEPRIVED ,6ROUP1 THERE WERE HUSLIH COUNTRIES WHICH WERE ENDOWED 
WXTH RESOURCES AND THERE WERE ALSO HUBLXl4S WXTH SKXLLS AND EXPERTSSE 

WHAT WAS WANTING WAS A CBOPERATPVE EFFORT TO.SEE TO THE UTXLISA- 
TION OF THESE RESOURCES FOR THE COMt40N 6000. -- MORE 
llOB/MB 

l 
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DATUK SERI DR. HAHATHIR MADE IT CLEAR THAT EVERY IIINU~E OF 
INDIFFERENCE ON YHE PART OF HU3LINS TO CHAN6IN6 TECHNOLOGY HIGHT ?IEAN 
DECADES OF EFFORTS TO ACHIEVE PARITY. 

“AS MUSLI?lS WE ?lUST BE CONCERNED WITH OUR WAY OF LrPE. 
INDIFFERENCE AN5 REJECTION CANNOT HELP IN flAKIN US BETTER HU8LItlS 
BUT ON THE OTHER HAND IT WILL MAKE US MORE DEPlENDENt ON AND 
INFLUENCE5 BY OTHERSo” HE ADDED., 

HE WAS CONFIDENT THAT ONLY BY BEING INVOLVED IN THE QUEST FOR 
KNOHLEDGE AND fN DEVELOPING THE NECESSARY TECHNOLOCY FOR THE HUSLIHb 
BENEFZT COULD THEY SURVIVE THIS AGE OF RAPID CHANGE AND CHALLENGES. 

“I’50 NOT CLAIM TO BE AN EXPERT ON TECHNOLOGY, BUT WHAT I HAVE 
SEEN HAS MADE POE MORE CONFIDENT THAT FOR MUSLIMS TO BE EFFECTIVE 
PARTNERS IN THE flODERN INTERNATIONAL COWMUNITY9 AND TO BE OF SERVICE 
TO MANKIND? !4E ?4UST STRENGTHEN OUR REGOLVE TO ACQUIRE THE NECESSARY 
KNOWLEDGE AND TECHNOLOGY IN KEEPING WITH 
THE TIblES9 ’ ’ THE PRPWE MINISTER ADDED. 

HE SAX5 MUC# OF THE RESPON31BPLHTY. LAY WITH ‘THE HUSLIII 8CHOLAB8 
AND PRACTITIONERS, IN INSTILLING AHONG MUSLIMS THE RI6HT SPIRIT- 
AWN ATT1TUDE THAT COULD HELP THEN CATCH UP WITH’THE OTHERS IN THE 
F1EL.D OF HODERN TECHNOLOCY. -- HORE ‘llf!WtM 
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DATUK SE!?1 DR. MAHATHIR URGEi HALAYSZAN HUSLI$lS IN PARTICULAR 
NOT TO BE INbIFFERENT TO THE RAPii5 TECHNOLOGICAL CHAN6ES AS-THE ’ 

NATION'S RESOURCES COUL5 NOT LAST FOREVER’,UNLESS THEY DEVELOPED 
THEIR CAPABILITY, TECHNOLOGY AND KNOM-HON IN ADDITIOr\c TO EXPLORINQ 
NEW OPP~RTUNPTIES AND TO PREPARE -FOR THE FUTURE. ~:_-_--. 
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+t)THERS WILL NOT HELP-‘US FOREVER.~ OTHERS WELL NOT HELP WHEN WE / 
HOST NEED HELP. WE CAN ONLY DEFEND ON OVRSELVESv+ HE STRESSED. 

THE PRIME MLNISTER CAUTION&D THAT IN A WORLD.THAT WAS SHAPED BY 
TECHNOLOGYP THE MUSLPMS’ REJECTION OF IT COULD ONLY LEAD TO CONTI- 
NUING bJEAKNESS AND TO POSSSBLE EXTINCTION. 

HE ‘SAID ALREADY SOME MUSLIMS HAD LOST FAZTH AND HAD REJECTED 
ISLAM BECAUSE OF THE MUSLfMS’ POVERTY IN TECHNOLOGY 

.AND THE ACHIEVEMENTS THAT WERE ASSDCXATED WITH IT: 
DATUK SERI. DR. MAHATHfR NOTED THAT UNTIL QUITE RECENTLYI 

DEVELOPHENT HAD BEEN CONSTRUED AS BEZNG PNCOMPAT13LE WO1TH RELXbIONt 
IN PARTXCULAFj ISLAM, AS ISLAK WAS VPEWED AS AN OBSTACLE TO 
DEVELOPHENT. - MORE IlTZO/BW 
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EVEN TODAY? itE ADDEDI THERE WERE PEOTCE WHO STILL BELIEVED 
THAT RELIGIOri!? vf+iWES CONSTITUTED A ?tAJoR OBSTACLE 30 PROGRESS. 

HE WAS HOtiEVEZ HAPPY THAT THIS VIEW HAD BEE8 REPLACED SLOWLY.BY 
4 MORE POSITIVE STANCE PM ACADEMXC CERCLESr BUT THERE @RE MUSLiMS 
WHO STXLL RE3ECTE’D P’ROGRESS AND DEVELOPMENT 
AS NOT IN CljNSONBNCE WITH IsSLAM. ’ 

THIS WAS MOST UNFORTUNATE SINCE MUSLk;hlS tONSTITUTE5 ABOUT A--: 
BILLION OR THE WORLD’S POP8liiaTdON 4Nb 
RESS AND DEVELOPMENT, 

c~,XLAH DID. SUBSCWZBE T’S PROG- 

Di;TUK SERI DR. HAHATHfk ST’fiESSED THkT &jHPiE ISLAt’! ?LACED 
IHPORTANCE 0b.i TSE HERE4FPEW ‘I 1-T DID NO-!’ PREACH ‘THE REJEC7SON OF THIS 
WORLD BWT IN fACT MADE ‘THE ACQUPSLTXON OF KN0lrJLEDG-E OBLIGATGWY ‘ON 
ALL MUSl, ZMS .AND ISLAi+l -ALSO REQZlRE3 I-t-5 FOLOWERS‘TO WORK AND DO 
GOOD. 

+ONL‘$ T&jT!AMCE CF THE TOTAL p-j” ,,d&‘HY AND TEACHING OF ‘ISLAM 
MAKES ONE SEt.;~VE THAT ISLAH %S O?F+%-Z3 .?O DEVELOPtiENT. XY IS TRUE 1 
THAT Tti’ERE 44.2: CERTAIN -ASPECTS OF D%VELG&KEN,T WHlCh IS 0ADr AND 
IN SOME CASES T:rlEY ARE NOT. ONLY NOT IN, LINE LdlCTH .;eSiiANIC= PRINCIPLES9 
BUT ALSO SOCkAiLY UNDESIRABLEr+ HE ADDED. - %ORE,ilti7lBts 
.~.~.14, 
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HE STRESSED THAT ISLAW AND PROGRESSo @ITHIN THE PERPNETERS 
PERMfTfED BY lSLAHfC PRINCIPLESI COULD NEVIiR BE INCOMPATIBLE: 

DATUK SERP DR. WAHATHIR REGRETTED THAT EVEN THOUGH KNOWLEDGE 
COULD HELP STRENGTHEN THE MUSLIMS’ FAITH AND- IMPROVE THEId WELL- 
BEING THERE MERE PNDIVIDUALS WHO PREACHED THE gRRELEVEtiCE OF KNOW- 
LEDGE AND PROGRESS TO MUSLIMS. 

-i-HCUGt-i THERE WERE BRANCHES OF KNOWLEDGE INCLUDING ASTRONOMY? 
t380hW.f* AND ENGINEERING WilIGH DID NOT NECESSARlLY,LEAD NUSLIMS TO 
i?iVINE TRUTHv MUSLIMS CC1Jllt5 NOT ‘REJECTT4EW AS LDMG.AS THEY COULD 
SERVE TO IMPROVE THEIR WELL-BEING. 

_-- 
THE PRIME MINISTER SAID KNOWLEDGE WAS SUBJECTIVE - IT SHOULD BE’ 

:M SiJPPOR”f OF THE WEST FOR DIVING TRUTH AN’D ,TO SERVE THE GOOD OF 
MA NK : M G n -- ; , I ; 1:. >~;.:~, ‘.,:.,. .;,, . ,I,.. ,’ 4 . 

ABOUT 2QQ PARTHtlPANrS ARE ATTENDING THE’FOUR-DAY CONFERENCE. 
- BERN4MA i?npa’iBw \ 
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