" called protagonists of the .

- P

PETALING JAYA, Sat.
— Datuk Seri Dr Ma-

_hathir Mohamad today

criticise c cstern
media and so-called ex-
perts for their deliberate
attempts to discredit Is-
lamic resurgence and the
Isiamic way of life.

At the same time, he™*

urged the Muslim world
to close ranks and meet
the challenge of misinfor;
mation about Islam,
“propagated by the so-

Press”.
Spcaking at the open-
ing of the second general

.assembly of the Regicnal -
Islamic Dakwah Council
-of Southeast Asia and the -

Pacific (RISEAP) here’

today, the Prime Minis-
ter said most of the so-
called Western “experts”
on Islam were extremely
ignorant of even the most
hasic tenets of Islamic
teachings and working
knowledge of Islamic his-
tory or current affairs.
He said one so-called
expert (Janson: Militant
Islam) had said "In Ma-
laysia, partly under Ira-
nian influence, Muslim
fundamentialists are
throwing thcir television
sets into the river and
ripping the comfortable

-upholstery out of their

cars, replacing it with
wooden benches”.

“I would like to invite
him to conduct a- thor-
ough search of the Ma-
laysian rivers for
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dumped television sets
and highways for cars

with wooden seats,” said
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir.

He said this “expert”
would also like the Mus-
lims to reject the fact

that the Quran is the —°7
word of God lf they want-

cd progress

Ignorance

Datuk Seri Dr Ma-

hathir also regretted that
Government efforts to set
up the Islamic Bank and

Iniernational Islamic.
University have also’

been criticised and mis-
interpreted by the inter-

national media gnd cor--

respondents.

He said their sensation-
al reports, based on igno-
rance, had created anim-

age of Islam as a religion
which need not be under-

stood, but only to be
feared.

“Their malxcious dis-
tortions and ignorance

have created a climate of

fear and prejudices

against Islam and its fol-
lowers,” he said.

On the coverage of Is-
lamic resurgence, Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir said
the Western media tend-
ed to give unfavourable
labels to Muslims and fa-
vourable ones to the ad-
versaries of the Muslims.

“Muslim groups, fight-
ing to maintain their Is-

damic identity against

oppressive regimes are

maost often called “terror-®

ists”, “aggressors". “in-
surgents or “separat-
ists™,
fxghters

with ulterior motives.”

. When they talk of Is-
lamic revolutionary fer-
vour, the Western Press,
he added, were protect-

ing the vested interests of :

but not freedom |

“*Labels-such as~ex-
- tremists vs moderate”
~‘and 'fundamcntalist vs
progressive' are used

certain groups, namcly !
the interests of super-

powers.

The media, he said, in-
stead of making any ef-
fort to understand the
teachings of Islam in re-
lation to socio-economic
and political develop-
ments, were accentuat-
ing doubts and hesitation
as to the sincerity of Is-
lamic intentions and the
capacity of Islam to deal
with contemporary pro-

. blems.
" The Prime Minister:
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| said:“Islam must be free
i from any form of neo-im-

- perialistic influences,” so
it can give its own answer

i to the world's desire for a

‘true and lasting peace.”
He regretted that West-

| ern media frequently’

Frojected efforts by Mus-
ims to inculcate proper
Islamic values and prac-
tices as something to be
feared and that these ef-
forts were propagated by
people they termed “fun-
“damentalists”.

He said since the dictio-
nary, termed fundamen-
talists as “adherence..to

' traditional beliefs of any

kind", all Muslims then
must be fundamentalists.

Datuk Seri Dr Ma-
hathir said the current
revival of Islamic aware-
ness came at atime when
dominant ideologies of
socialism, capitalism’
and communism wcre
being questioned for fail-
ing to deliver the goods.

He added that it was
necessary for non-Mus-
lims, just like the. Mus-
lims, to examine the mes-
sage of Islam with
open-mindedness and
without prejudice.

“If Islam has nothing
to offer, why worry about
it? If it has something to
offer, why deny it to your-
selves?”

Datuk Seri Dr Ma-
hathir added that it was
also wrong for these crit-

‘ics to imply that the fos-
tering of an Islamic way
of life would endanger
the rights of non-Mus-
lims.
_ “Islam has always re-
cognised non-Muslims as
ummah, or community
on par with the Muslim
community,” he said.
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