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‘ON THE PM'S OFFICIAL RESIDENCE Co . i

'ﬁcanAReo: Fon RELEASE AT 5 PIN. JULY 1%) 1953

@s DATUKs AS A RESULT OF THE OPEN' GOVERNMENT AND YOU DOING A LOT ‘OF
. TALKINGs THE RAKYAT IS ALBO DOING A LOY OF TALKING. ONE OF THE

At

THINGS THEY TALK ABOUT IS YOUR RESIDENCEs THE PRIr. MINISTER'S

OFFICIAL RESIDENCE. ALL SORTS OF COSTING HAVE BEEN GIVEN BY THE
PUBLIC 1 SOME RUNNING TO SOMETHING LIKE $80 MILLION. NOULD YOU

LIKE TO PUT THE RECORD STRAIGHT ON THIS MATTER ?.

1 REGRET VERY MUCH FOR AGREEING T0 THIS THING. IF I KNEW IT WAS
GOING TO COST SO MUCHs I WOULD NOT HAVE' HAD. 1T AT ALL. I COULD
HAVE STAYED AT TUN RAZAK'S HOUSE (SRI TAMAN). WHEN I DECIDED TO
MOVE INTO THIS HOUSE (FORMER SRI TIMAH), THE HOUSE WAS JUST
STANDING THERE. ALL I NEED WAS TO ADD ONE OR TWO ROOMS. -
UNFORTUNATELYs THE BUILDING WAB SUCH THAT ONCE THEY .TOOK OFF THE .
ROOFy THE WALLS TOO COLLAPSED AND FINALLY THE JKR SAID WE COULD.
NOT ADD THE ROOMSsy THE HOUSE MHAD TO BE PULLED DOWN. ALL THIE WAS,

' DECIDED BEFORE THE AUSTERITY DRIVE. I THINK TOO MUCH MONEY HAS

BEEN SPENT ON THE HOUSE. WHATEVER THE AMOUNT THEY ARE SPENDING -
ON IT» "IT MUST BE MUCH MORE THAN WHAT- THE COUNTRY SHOULD. -
BE SPENDING ON A' PRIME MINISTER'S RESIDENCE. BUT I'M TOLD THAT
THIS 1S 'THE PRIME MINISTER'S RESIDENCE AND IT 18 NOT My HOUSE.(
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WHILE 1 CAN DETERMINE CERTAIN THINGS' 1 CANNOT DETERHINE HHERE
FUTURE PRIME MINISTERS SHOULD LIVE AND THIS IS ALSO MEANT FOR THE
PUBLICsy NOT JUST ME. MOST OF THE ROOMS ARE ACTUALLY PUBLIC ROOMS.
THEREFORE,» IT MUST BE, MADE COMMENSURATE WITH THE HEAD OF THE. ~ =
‘GOVERNMENT IN THE COUNTRY: NOT WITH DR. MAHATHIR.'MY REGRET IS THAT
THEY CAN'T BRING THE COST DOWN AND THIS 18 SINPLY BECAUSE THEY HAVE
'T0 PUT UP POLICE BARRACKS : THEY \HAVE TO PUT UP SERVANT QUARTERS
THEY HAVE TO PUT IN PARKING PLACES AND PUBLIC ROOMS FOR THE GUEBTS. \ .
I WOULD NOT BE LIVING IN THESE PUBLIC ROOMS. I'LL BE LIVING L
UPSTAIRS IN MY ROOM AND I .BUY MY OWN FURNITURE. 1 DON’T ASK THE
- GOVERNMENTY TO.BUY MY FURNITURE AND I'VE ALS0 TRANSFERRED SOME OF

- THE FITTINGS .FOR THE OTHER HOUSE TO THIS HOUSBE. BUT DESPITE
DOING ALL THISs I STILL CONSIDER THE COST TOO HIGH. IT HAS o
RUN IN TO SEVERAL MILLIONS RINGGIT. BUT AGAIN HERE I WAS TOLD THAT

" EVEN A HOUSE IN KENNY HILL COSTS TWO MILLION RINGGIT WHICH 18 NOT
FIT FOR THE PRIME’'MINISTERy ACCORDING TO SOME \PEOPLE. IN STAND
CORRECTED ON THIS. IF PEOPLE FEEL THAT I SHOULDN T LIVE IN THAT :
HOUSEs I'M QUITE WILLING TO,CONTINUE TO STAY WHERE I'M STAYING NOW.
IT MAKES NO DIFFERENCE TO MY WORK. BUT OF COURSE THIS THING (THE
NEW HOUSE) MAY BE TURNED INTO A MUSEUM. WE ALREADY HAVE SEVERAL

_ GUEST HOUSES BELONGING TO THE GOVERNMENT 'WHICH WE HAVE TO MAINTAIN.
1 LEAVE IT TO THE PUBLICs IF THEY FEEL THAT I SHOULDN‘T HOVE: I'LL'
NOT HOVE IT S VERY SIMPLE. N ‘ ’
Q1 §0 IT IS NOU COHPLETELY A NEH STRUCTURE ON THE RECOMMENDATION :

OF THE JKR? THR oLd BUILDING CANNOT BE USED ? .

At CANNOT BE USED ....IN FACT THEY TRIED YO RETAIN ONE BEAM OF THE
OLD BUILDING. THE ONLY THING THAT HAPPENED .WAS THAT,» THE WHOLE
' THING JUST CRACKED AND CRUMBLED. IT'S AN’ 'OLD BUILDING MADE _ ‘
~ .ALMOST ENTIRELY OF SAND AND MORTAR AND N0 STEEL.
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@t BUT DATUK’ IT's NONHERE NEAR 680 MILLION, NOHHERF NEAR DQUBLE
DiGLT? , ' :

: NO» IT'S NOT BUT FROM MY POINT OF VIEW EVEN IF IT'B LESS
* THAN 810 MILLION, I STILL THINK THAT IT IS EXPENSIVE.
1 DON'T DESERVE TO HAVE A HOUSE LIKE THAT. BUT 1T HAS
BEEN COMMITTED BECAUSE THEY WANT 70 PREPARE THE GROUNDS
T0 ACCOMMODATE 5,000 PEOPLE FOR RECEPTIONS. THAT’'S THE
NUHBER OF PEOPLE I ENTERTAIN SOMETIHES. - BERNAHA 0559/8H
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