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. S BY. REJAL ARBEE AND ABDUL RAHHAN SULAIHAN
KUALA LUMPUR,y JULY 13 (BERNAMA) -~ DATUK S8ERI DR. MAHATHIR HOHAHAD

‘.SAYS THE GOVERNMENT WILL FIND WAYS,TO OVERCOME THE PROBLEM OF FIXING

THE DATES FOR THE START OF FASTING AND' HARI RAYA TO AVOID A RECURR- .

““‘ENCE OF MISUNDERSTANDING SIMILAR TO THE ONE. EXPERIENCED THIS YEAR.

THE PRIME MINISTER+ HOWEVERs STRESSED THAT ANY MEASURE TO BE TAKEN :
BY-THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT WOULD HAVE T0 BE W HIN THE BCOPE OF ITB -

- JURISDICTION IN THE MATTER. o

+ALTHOUGH WE MIGHT BE ABLE TO OVERCOHE SUCH A PROBLEH THIS TIMEs
THERE I8 NO GUARANTEE THAT OTHER PROBLEMS WILL NOT BURFAOE IN THE

v»"FUTUREs+ HE SAID.

DATUK BER1 DR. NAHATHIR WAS ASKED ON THE RECENT CASE HHERE AT :
LEAST TWO STATES FIXED THE BEGINNING OF FASTING ONE DAY EARLIER THAN

" YHE OTHERS.

PERAK AND JOH6h STARTED FABTING ONE DAY EARLIER AB THEV FIXED THE

- "'OATE ACCORDING TO +H1SAB+ WHILE ‘THE REST OF THE STATES OBSERVED THE
|~ DECIGION OF THE CONFERENCE OF RULERS WHICH FIXED THE DATE THROUGH ~
- UAFALAK AND ROKYAH.+ =~ MORE 1414/0M e R N
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ASKED ON THE STEPB TO BE TAKENv DATUK SERI DR. HAHATHIR‘SAID HE

‘HUST UNDERSTAND THE PROBLEM IN DEPTH AND THE EFFECTB OF SUCH BTEPS

“ON THE CONSTITUTION BEFORE TAKING ANY ACTIONE - 1‘1

 +1 .THINK NO-ONE IN THIS COUNTRY WOULD LIKE TO SEE A SPLIT. IN S
THE MUSLINM COMMUNITY. PERHAPS THEIR VIEHS AND HAYS OF OVERCOHING S

THIS PROBLEM.DIFFER:+ HE ADDED. lﬁ'

ME AGREED THAT THE DIFFERING VIEWS HAD BROUGHT ABOUT A NEGATIVE~5.

YEEFFECT ON THE COUNTRY'S IMAGEs ESPECIALLY AT A 'TIME WHEN THE
GOVERNMENT WAS HORKING TOUARDB INST!LLING IBLkﬂIc VALUES IN THE
.- ADMINISTRATION.

+HOWEVERs ,1 HAVE NO APOLOGY TO MAKE ON TH18 HATTER. 1 AH
DISAPPOINTED THAT BUCH. A THING HAS HAPPENED. HOWEVER 1 FEEL.

- 1 SHOULD NOT MAKE ANY BTATEHENT WHICH 18 NOT CONSTRUCTIVE.+ -;f?j'*‘
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“ABKED IF HE AGREEO THAT THERE! HERE SONE WEAKNESSES IN THE ADHINIB—J

~ TRATION OF ISLAMIC AFFAIRS AND THE RUNNING OF THE CONFERENCE OF
"RULERS8s THE PRIME MINISTER SAID HE AGREED. THAT THE ‘EX18STING SYBTEH

' WAS NOT PERFECT.

+THAT 18 WHY WE HAVE PROBLENS. 1T 18 HARD TO ACHIEVE PERFECTION

AND AB SUCH WE SHOULD BTRIVE TO FIND WAYS HITHIN OUR MEANS TO g

OVERCOME WHATEVER PROBLEM+» HE S8A1D. N
ON THE SUGGESTION MADE,BY.FORMER PRIME NINIBTER TUNKU ABDUL

_RAHHAN ‘THAT THE GOVERNHENT REVIEW THE CONSTITUTION RELATING TO THE.

POWERS OF THE SULTANS IN THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE .RELIGIOUS AFFALIRSy
DATUK SERI DR. MAHATHIR SAID HE APPRECIATED THE TUNKU'S VIEWS, - s
- +1, RESPECT H1S8 VIEWS AS HE 18 THE STATESMAN RESPONSBIBLE FOR = |/
THE DRAFTING OF THE MALAYSIAN CONSTITUTION. THERE MUST BE GOOD :

"REASONS FOR THE TUNKU TO MAKE THE BUGGESTION.

+BUT ‘1 AM NOT TO SURE HOW WE CAN DO IT WITHOUT: GOING AGAINST

'éERTAIN PROVISIONS IN THE CONBTITUTION9+ HE ADDED. - HORE 1120/0H ~
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+THIB MATTER HAB TO BE SBTUDIED IN- DEPTH AND IT NEEDS LEGAL
EXPERTISE ESPECIALLY IN CONSTITUTIONAL HATTEBE- A8 SUCH @ FEEL ,
THAT IT I8 NOT APPROPRIATE FOR ME TO COHHENT ON IT HERE++ HE‘ o7
BAID. -~ BERNAMA 1122/0M S
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