
ON THE ‘PM’S OFFICIAL RESIDENCE I ‘, 
_--_----------------__yI_I_I__ / . ~ 

Gz DATuK9 AB A RESULT ‘OF.TME OPEN’.GOVERMMENT END You DoIN 4 LOT OF 
’ TALKING? THE RAKYAT IS ALSO DCING A LOT ‘OF ,TALKPNci. ONE OF‘THE 

THINGS THEY TALK’ABOUT ,IS YOUR RESIDENCE3 THE PRIrk ‘MINISTEf?‘S 
OFFICIAL RESIDENCE, ALL,SORTS OF COSTING HAVE BEEN GI’&N BY THE’ 8; 
PUBLIC 8 SOME RUNNING To SOMETHING,LIKE $,gO.MILLIoN. NOULD YOU 
LtKE TO PUT THE RECORD STRAIGHT'ON THIS MATTER ? 

.; 

r 

At I REGRET VERY MUCH’FOR AGREihNG~ TO THIS THING. IF I :KNEW ST .WAS. 
GOING TO’ COST SO tluCH* I :WOULD NOT HAVE HAD .IT -AT ALL. I COULD\ / 

t HAVE STAYED .A7 TUN RAZAK’.S HOUSE (SRI TAtlAN)~. WHEN I DECXDED To . HOVE INTO THIS HOUSE (FORMER SRI TIMAH)~ THE’HOUSE WAS JUST 
S,TANDING THERE. ALL I NEED WAS TO ADD ONE’,OR TWO ROOMS. 

I UNFORTUNATELY9 THt,BUILDING WAS SUCH THAT’ONCE THEY, TOoK OFF THE. 
ROOFI THE WALLS TOO COLLAPSED AND.FINALLY THE :JKR SAID WE COULD 
NOT ADD THE ,RoOHSr THE’HOUSE HAD TO BE PULLED;DOWN. ALL THIS-WAS 
DECIDED BEFORE THE AUSTERITY DRIVE. I THiNK TOO MUCH MONEY,HAS 
BEEN, SPENT ON \THE HOUSE. WHATEVER THE /AMOUNT. THEY ARE SPENDING~ .:;.T:, : 
ON Itr : IT MUST’BE MUCH MORE THAN WHAT THE COUNTRY SHOULD 

I 8E SPENDING ON 4 PRIME MINISTER’S RESIDEIkE. BUT,I',M TOLD THAT 
THIS IS THE PRIME NSNISTER’S RESIDENCE AND It IS NOT MY HOUSE.’ 

--MORE OBIJO/RW I - 
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WHILE I CAN- DETERMINE CERTAIN’THINGS, i ,CANNOT DETERMINE WHERE’ 

FUTURE PRIME MINISTERS.SHOULD ,LlVE’AND’ THIS-16 ALS.o MEANT FOR THE j. 
PUBLICI NOT JUST HE. MOST’ OF THE ROOMS ARE ACTUALLY, PUliL‘IC ROOMS. 
THEREFORE; IT NUST BE MADE CQMMENSURATE WITH TNEtHEAD<OF.- THE\ 
GOVERNMENT IN,THE COUNTRY, ‘NOT WITH DR. MAHPiTHfR. .MY ,REGRET. :S. THAT 
THEY ‘CAN’T BRING THE Co6T DO,hJN AND THIS IS SIMPLY &AUS.E,,THEy HAVE 
TO PUT up POLICE BARRACKS 3 THEY’HAVE TO PUT up BERvANT,QuAR,TERB, 
THEY HAVE TO PUT IN PARKING PLACES AND PUBLIC, ROOMS’FOd’.THE-GUESTS. 
I WOULD NOT BE LIVIN6'INiTHEBE,PUBLIC ROOMB.,I'L\L BE LIVING " 

,, 

UPSTAIRS IN MY ROOM AND I BUY-MY OWN FURNITURE:. I’DON!T ASK THE 
/ GOVERNMENT TO.BUY MY FURN,ITURE AND I’VE ALSO TRANSFERRED BOME oF 

THE FITTINGS FOR THE OTHER HOUSE TO'THIS HOUSE.-BUT,DESPITE 
,DOING ALL THI,S, I STILL.CONSIDER THE COST TOO HkGH. IT HAS 

’ _, ‘. 

RUN SN TO SEVERAL MILLIONS RINGGIT. BUT AGAIN HERE I WAS TOLD THAT 
EVEN.4 HOUSE IN KENNY,HXLL CdSTS ‘TWO MiLLION RTNG6IT WHICH IS NOT’ 

. FIT FOR THE’ PRIME: MINISTER, ACCORD.IN6 TO SOME PEOPLE. IN STAND : 
<CORRECTED ON THIS. IF PEOPLE FEEL THAT I SHOULDN’T LIVE IN THAT 

, 

HOUSE,r I’M QUITE WI’LLING TO,CONTlNUE’TO STAY WHERE I’N STAYING NOW, 
-IT MAKES NO DIFFERENCE TO MY WORK. BUT OF COURSE THIS THING .(THE. 
NEW HOUSE) MAY BE TURNED INTO A.MuSEuM. WE ALREADY HAVE SEVERAL ’ 
GUEST HOUSES BELONGING To THE GOVERNMENT WHICH HE HAVE To MAINTAIN, 
I LEAVE IT TO THE PUBLICS TF THEY FEEL THAT I SHOULDN'.T MOVE, I'LL 
NOT MOVE. IT’S VERY SIMPLE. , ~ 

QI ‘SO IT IS NOW CoMpLETELY ‘A NEW STRUCTURE ON THE RECoMMEND4TIoN \ j 
OF THE JKR? THR OLD BUILDINC CANNOT BE USED :?:$ y _ r 

‘- \ : ; I- i ’ 
AI CAMNO’T BE UBEb . . . .IN FbCT THEY TRIED ‘hi.. dETAI-N. ONE BEAM OF THE 

OLD BUILDING. THE ONLY THIN6,THAT HAPPENED ,WAS:.THATr THE WHOLE 
THING JUST CRACKED AND’ CRUMBLEI). IT’S AN OLD BUI’ DING MJDE 

, 

.ALMOST ENTIRELY OF SAND AND MORTAR AND N,G: GTE&;’ 
I 
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Qi BUT DATVK, IT’S NOWERE NEAR’ 2330 ,MPLLPOCIf NOWHERE NE+R DOUBLE 
DIGIT? ’ 

I 
A: NO9 IT’S NO-i; BitT FROM’ b”l’r’ POINT OF VIEW EVEN IF iT’S LESS 1( )’ 

THAN 810' MILLION, IL STIiLL. THINK‘THAT XT IS EXPENSIVE. 
I <DON’T, DESERVE TO ‘HAVE A HOUSE LIKE THAT. BUT IT HAS .’ 
BEEN, COtlMITTED BECAUSE THEY WANT TO PREPARE “THE GROUNDS’ ’ 

! ,, 

TO ACCOHMODATE 5rOOO PEOPLE FOR RECEPTICNS.’ THAT&S THE 
NUMBER OF PEOPLE I ENTERTAI,N SOMETXHES. -,BERNAMA OSS9/BU , 
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(EMBARGO: FOR RELEASE AT;5 P.M. JULY ilS>. ’ .I 4 ,,I, , _’ I ‘ _ 
‘d BY REJAL AR8EE AND ABDUL RAHMAN SULAZMAN --1 

,KUALA’ LUMPUR 9 ‘JULY 15 (BERNAHAS-- ~ATUK ‘SERI .DR, MAHATHIR , _ 
IlOHAtlAD SAYS. HE IS PREPARED{ TO $IVE .UPaTHE IDEA OF 
tlOV4N6 INTO THE PRIHE MINISTER’S NEW 0FFICIA.L .,RESIDENCE HERE IF THE 
PEOPLE ARE AGAINST IT. t 

THE RESIDENCEr THE FORM SRI TIMAH WHICH. THF’GOVERNMENT BOUGHT. 
FROM/THE PlALAYSIAN~HINING AND. 19 NOW BEING RENNOVATED, 

’ HAS BEEN THE SUBJECT OF:RUMOUR-MONGERING BY-SOME CIRCLES WHO- CLAIMED 
\THAT A HUGE SUM OF MONEY IS BEING SPENT FOR-THE RiNOVATION l4ORk. 

,THE PRIME MINISTER SAID IN A SPECIAL INTERVIEW ON THE OCCASION ‘., 
‘OF HIS SECOND YEAR IN OFFICE HERE:*IF PEOPLE FEEL THAT I SHOULDN’T 
LIVE IN THAT HOUSEs I'tl QUITE WILLING TO'CONTINUE STAYING WHERE I'M 
NOW. IT MAKES NO’DIFFERENCE TO MY WOR)<I. I LEAVE IT TO THE PUBLIC9 
IF THEY FEEL THAT 1 SHOULDN’T MOVEI I’LL NOT tlOVE. IT’SVERY SIMPLE++ 

‘HE BAFD IN REPLY TO A QUESTI@ ON THE IlATTER RAISED DURING THE 
INTERVIEW. '. '- I' 

DATUK SERI DRi tlAHATHIR~S/AID HE REGRETTED‘THAT.HE’ AGREED ’ 
TO THE IDEA. IN THE FIRST PLACE9 SiYING' THAT; IF HE KNEW IT 

. UA8 COIN6 TO COST SO MUCH HE WOULD NFT HAVE‘ AGREED AT ALL’. ‘? \ t ,. 
--HORE 09OO/BW \ 

A 

\ 
---\ 

-\i\\\ 
. 

l 

. 

. 

c 

, 

. 

V a 



1 ZCZC NO23 (F/S) I 

IIAHATHIR-RESIDENCE 2 KUALA L’UMPUR , : ‘, ” ! j . / I 3 
+I COULD HAVE.STAYED,AT .TUN RAZAK’S HOUSE <SRI TAMAN WHICH . 

HAS BEEN TURNED INTO A MUSEUM). WHEN,1 DECIDED TO MOVE INTO THIS, 
HOUSE9 THE HOUSE/WAS JUST STANDING THERE. ALL I NEED WAS TO ADD ONE i 
OR TWO ROOMS. 

+UNFORTUNATELYI THE BUILDING WAS SUCH THAT ONCE’THEY TOOK OFF . 
THE’ ROOFI THE WALLS TOO .CQLLAPS-ED AND FINALLY THE ‘JKR SAID ‘WE CANNOT 
ADD ROOMS, THE HOUSE HAD TO 5ErPULLED DOWNI+’ HE’, ‘SAID.~ 

THE PRIME MINISTER SAID THE RENOVATION WAS MADE ON THE 
RECOMHENDATION QF THE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT. BEFORE THE CURRENT 
ECONOHY DRIVE. 

+(THEY SAYI IT MUST BE MADE’ COHENSURATE WITH 
. 

’ 
THE STATUS OF THE HEAD 0F“fHE GOVERNM,ENT OF THE ‘COUNTRY. ’ 
MY REGRET 18 THAT THEY CAN’T BRING THE “1 

’ COST DOWN AND THIS IS’SIMPLY BECAUSE THEY HAVE TO PUT UP THE,, 
PoLxcE BARRACKS~~ THEY HAVE To PUT IN SERVANT GUARTERS,,THEY.AAVE l 

.TO PUT IN PARKING PLACE FOR GUESTS AND PUBLIC ‘ROOMS-FOR, THE GUESTS*+ 
HE SAID. 4 

DA,TUK SERI DR. MAHATHIR DIDxNOT GIVE THE 4CTUAL COST OF THE - 
RENNOVATION BUTsDENIED ALLEGATIONS WHICH GIVE THE FIGURE’ . . 
AS *CLOSE TO 980 MILLION. ‘- MORE 0904/5W ,‘. -? . .I \. 
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HE ,SdIDt+E;rEN JF IT'S LESS THAN $10 MILLiON, ‘I.“;TILL 'THIiK IT'S. ' 
EXPENELlVE. I DON’T DESERVE TO HAVE 4 HOUSE LIKE THAT,. BUT IT HAS ,!, .‘. 
BEE& COMMlTTED. BEC4USE ,THEY UANT TO PREPARE THE -GROUNDS FOR ,i 
RECEPTION FOR-UP TO 5tOOO’PEOPLE. THAT’S THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE I : 

1 ENTERTAIN SOMETIMES~+ HE’ SAID.,, * 
BFRNAMA J DQj/BW , \ ‘. 
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