
PM: GOVT 

OPPRESS 
WO KE 

KUALA LUMPUK. 
Thurs. - l&&-&-Q 
Mahathir Mohamad sai~!I 
today that the C~ovcrnmcnt 
dots not intend to oppress 
the workers or disregard 
trade unions. 

The I’rm~c Mmislcr &id 
that in toth~y’s modern \o- 
cicty. worhcrs and cmplo-’ 
crs should regard each oth- 
cr as partners to ovcrcomc 
common problems. 

Workers and employers 
had rcgardcd each other as 
cncmtcs and all their ac- 
tions wcrc based on this cn- 
mity, hc said at the o >cning 
of the 16th tricnnic !  Cuc- 
pats convention. 

Datuk\ Seri Dr Mahathir 
said that if the two partics 
regarded themsclvcs as 
partners, then thc,Govcrn- 
mcnt would riced to change 
its attitude, Inws and itcd 
tions against the workers 
and cmploycrs. 

Hc said that assum 
P 

tions 
that employers wou cl rc- 
trench workers when they 
were in debt and that 
workers would Ieavc a 
place of employment ior 
another on the promise of 
bcttcr salarics were not 
true 

Datuk Scri Dr Mahathir 
& that this was one ofthc 

. 

$)Om saved yearly ., 
KUALA LUMPUK, Thurs. - Datuk Scri Dr Mahathir 
Mohamad said the govcrnmcnt will save about $30.8 mil- 
lion annually following its decision to stop the yearly 
$200,000 allocation to the 154 Mcmbcrs of Parliament. 

The Prime Minister told reporters that the &z&ion was 
made as art of the nation’s cutback on expenditures. 

.! Datuk en Dr Mahathir, cxplaincd that the allocations 
were given to the various district offices and not the MPs. 

The money was disbursed accordin to the wishes of the 
rakyat as expressed through their M%s, he said. - Ber- 
nama 

rcaons why the Govcrn- 
mcnt suggested the forma- 
tion of in-house unions in- 
stead of trade unions. 

Hc said that under the 
in-house union concept, 
workers would not be clas- 
sified under their respec- 
tivc trades. All workers in 
a company would be under 
one union. 

Hc said that this would 

;;:,ur;l,;h$ ;m$z;;F ;;i 

realist the role of the 
workers in ensuring the 
SUCCCSS, of the company. 

“The employers .also 
need not negotiate with 

’ outsiders from gCnCr3l 

trade unions. The negotia- 
tions can be done within 
the family ,” he said. 

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir 
said that if the in-house 
union concept was imple- 
mented along with life-ttmc 
employment and bonus on 
profits, employers, workers 
and their unions would not 
act irresponsibly. 

He said, however, that 
this did not mean that the 
in-house union concept was 
a “sure success” formula 
because its effectiveness 
would be determined by 
the participants. 

He said that the chances 
of this concept succeeding 
was better than the “imner- 

sonal” trade union’s stem 
which was set .up on t ii e as- 
sum 

Y 
tion that workers and 

emp oyers were enemies. 
Datuk Sari Dr Mahathir 

said the country viewed all 
indu@ial actions as not ap- 

roprtate and non-profita- 

gJ”Losses resulting from 
strikes and other forms of 
industrial action would re- 
duct Government’s income 
and thus its contribution to 
the people.” he said. 

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir 
was latcf presented with a 
gold medal in recognition 
of his services to the cause 
of the workers. 

The other recipients 

;r%dc%‘g+.in~::&: 
vice-president Theresa 

Also present at the cere- 
mon were Labour Minis- 
ter d atuk Mak Hon Kam, 
his de uty, Datuk Zakaria 
Haji lbdul Kahman. Dep- 
w~~ty$;$y&G~~ 

commumcations Ministry 
Datuk Suhaimi Haji Ka- 
maruddin. 
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