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Mahathir _Mgohamad said
-today that the Government
docs not intend to oppress
the workers or disregard
trade unions, e

The Prime Minister said
that in today’s modern so-

ciety, workers and employ-’

ers should regard cach oth-
er as partners to overcome
common problems.

Workers and cmployers
had regarded each other as
encmies and all their ac-
tions were based on this cn-
mity, he said at the opening
of the 16th tricnnicl Cue-
pacs convention.

Datuk: Seri Dr Mahathir
said that if the two partics
regarded themsclves as
partners, then the Govern-
ment would need to change
its “attitude, laws and acs

tions against the workers:

and cmployers.

He said that assumptions.
that cmployers would re--

trench workers when they

were in debt and that

workers would leave a

placc of cmploymcent for
another on the promise of -

better salarics were  not
true.

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir . .
said that this was onc of the,
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$30m saved ,year”_ly -

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. — Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said the government will save about $30.8 mil-
lion annually following its decision to stop the yearly
$200,000 allocation to the 154 Mcmbers of Parliament.
The Prime Mimister told reporters that the decision was
made as part of the nation’s cutback on expenditures.
Datuk Seni Dr Mahathir, cxplained that the allocations
were given to the various district offices and not the MPs.
The moncy was disbursed according to the wishes of the

rakyat as expressed through their

nama

s, he said. — Ber-

rcasons why the Govern-
ment suggested the forma-
tion of in-housc unions in-
stcad of trade unions.

Hc said that under the
in-housc union concept,
workers would not be clas-
sificd under their respec-
tive trades. All workers in
a company would be under
one union.

He said that this would
ensure that employers re-
gard them as friends and
recalise the role of the
workers in cnsuring  the
success of the company.

“The employers also
neced not negotiate with

“outsiders from general

trade unions. The negotia-
tions can be done within
the family ,” he said.

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
said that if the in-house
union concept was imple-
mented along with life-time
employment and bonus on
profits, employers, workers
and their unions would not
act irresponsibly.

He said, however, that
this did not mcan that the
in-house union concept was
a ‘“sure success” formula
‘beeause its effectiveness
would be determined by
the participants. ’

He said that the chances
of this concept succeeding
was better than the “imper-

sonal” trade union’ system
which was set.up on the as-
sumption that'workers and
employers were enemies.

.. Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir

said the country viewed all

indugtrial actions as not ap-

gropnatc and non-profita-
le. o

“Losses resulting from
strikes and other forms of
industrial action would re-
duce Government’s income
and thus its contribution to
the people,” he said.

Datuk Seri Dr Mabhathir

was later” presented with a-

gold medal in recognition
of his services to the cause
of the workers.

The other recipients
were outgoing Cuepacs
president T. Narendran,
vice-president Theresa
Choong and deputy secre-
tary-general [lias Wan
Chik.

Also present at the cere-
mony wer¢ Labour Minis-
ter Datuk Mak Hon Kam,
his deputy, Datuk Zakaria
Haji Abdul Rahman, Dep-
uty Housing and Local Go-
vernment Minister Mr S,
Subramaniam and Deputy
Encrgy, Posts and Tele-
communications Ministry
Datuk Suhaimi Haji Ka-
maruddin.
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