
recwu straight’ 
pea&keeping force 
sent to the Congo in 
the sixties were unddr- 
paid or that the Gov- 
ernment owed them 
$34 million. 

In a written reply to Mr 
Han Kok Kit, (DAP-Sun- 
gci Bcsi), the Prime 
Minister, who is also the 
Defence Minister. said al- 
legations that the Gov- 
ernmcnt exploited the 
soldiers concerned and 
underpaid them were un- 
founded and irresponsi- 
ble. 

ATUK Scri Dr He said Malaysia was 
invited to ioin the UN 

tcrday dcnicd that the pcacc-keeping force in 
the Congo when thcrc 
was an outbreak of vio- 
lence in the country. 
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The Govcrnmcnt was 
proud to accept the invi- 
tation and vicwcd Malay- 
sia’s participation as a 
contribution towards 
world peace. 

“We should be proud 
that our country which 
had only been indepcn- 
dent for three years then 
had carried out its re- 
sponsibilities with dcdi- 
cation,” he said. 

Datuk Seri Dr Ma- 
hathir said the question 

of the allowance arose be- 
cause of a misunder- 
standing on the amount 
that should be paid. 

According to the PM, 
Malaysia’s involvement 
in the UN contingent was 
on the understanding 
that Malaysia should pay 
a large portion of the ex- 
penses first and later 
claim it from the UN. 

The amount,‘was 
agreed to by both the UN 
and the Malaysian Gov- 
ernment. 

Allegations that the 
United Nations had paid 
US$lO a day per soldier to 
the Malaysian Govern- 
ment were unfounded. 

He said if such pay- 
ments were made. the 
Government would not 
hesitate to pay the sol- 
diers concerned. 

The Government, he 
added, had contributed 
$285.108.42 to the United 
Nz;~~I for the Congo op- 

Baseh on the agrcc- 
ment, he said, the Gov- 
ernment had reclaimed 
the wages and the allow- 
ances paid out to the sol- -? 
diers. 

“The UN repaid the 
Government $5.6 million. 
This includes the cost of 
uniforms, equipment and 
;ifdc’al allowances,” hc 
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