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.TODAY STRESSED THE NEED TO STRENGTHEN BERNAMAI 
‘ -- - ---- ---T HE-N-KT.I-oNA’L~NmS 

AGENCY OF MALAYSIA, FOR 5OMESTIC AN5 FOREIGN JOURNALISTIC FUNCTIONS 
IN LINE *WITH THE OBJECTIVE OF THE COUNTRY HANDLING ITS OWN 
COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS., 

THE PRIME MINISTER REGRETTED THAT MALAYSIA WAS’sTILL HEAVILY 
DEPENDENT ON DEVELOIPEO COUNTRIES FOR COMMUNICATIONS EBUIPMENT AN5 
SOFTWARE. 

MALAYSIA SHOULD MAKE EFFORTS TO’,DEVELOi’ CAPABILITY IN THE MATTER, 
HE A55ED WHEN OPENING THE SYMPOSIUM ON +TOWARDS A’NATIONAL 
COMMUNICATIONS POLICY+ AT THE ASIA AN5 PACIFIC DEVELOPMENT CENTRE 

I !PADCj HERE. 
+7HE TIME HAS COME TO REINFORCE OUR COMUNICATIONS INFRASTRUCTURE 

OURSELVES AN5 THIS AMONG OTHER THINGS ENTAILS STRENGTHENING THE 
:, NATIONAL NEWS AGENCY FOR DOMESTIC AN5 FOREIGN NEWS COVERAGE 

FUNCTIONSr+ HE SAID. . 
HIS STATEMENT WAS AN APPARENT IN5ICATION OF SUPPORT FOR BERNmA’S 

MOVE TO TAKE OVER DISTRlBUTION OF SERVICES OF FOREIGN NEWS AGENCIES 
TO LCICAL NEWSPAPERS AN5 @THER SUBSCRIE$ERS. 

THE MOVE, ANNOUNCED BY INFORMATION EIINISTER ENCIK A5IB ADAM 
. RECENTLY9 HA5 DRAWN ADVERSE CRITICISM FROM LOCAL NEWSPAPERS AN5 

/ THE NEWSPAPER PUBLISHERS ASSOCIATION OF MALAYSIA. --MORE i44Bc’M5 
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DATUK S&iI DR MAHATI-!ZR SAID THA7 5lSClJSSIQNS ON A NEW ~JOAL~ 
INFORMATION ORDER HAD ATTRACTED WORLD ATTENTltjN FOR‘ NEARLY Tdcj 
CENTURIES AN5 THAT +hL!‘HOUGH THE ISSUE OF’SELF-RELIANCE HAT) 
ALWAYS BEEN LAUDED, ACHIEVEMENT TOWARDS THIS END WAS’NOT Up Te) 
EXPECTATIONS.+ 

THE TREND OF ONE-WAY FLOW OF INFORMATION WAS STILL EXISTING, 
HE ADDEO m 

+IT 1’3 SO UNFAIR LJHEN NEWS AGENCIES 0F 5EVELOpE5 COUNTRIES 
CAN DISSEMlNATE THEIR NEWS AN5 EARN F’ROFITS FROM THEIR SERVICE 5UT 
AGENCIES FROM COUN7RPES LIKE MALAYSIA CANNOT GET CLIENTS FROM 
THE MEDIA OF THE 5EVELOpE5 COUNTRIES.-+ 

HE SAI5 THE OUTFLOcd OF MONEY FROM A POOR COUNTRY TO A RICH ONE 
WAS PLAIN INJUSTICE. 

HE ALSrj EMPifASIjrE5 THE NEED FOR STRENGTHENING REGIONAL COoPERA- 
; ‘fION EFFORTS T0 REDUCE THE IMBALANCE It4 f-LC)bJ OF INFORMATION WHICH 

WAS PREDOMINANTLY PN A NORTH-SOUTH 5IR$-:C’+fI.ON AN5 THE NEED FOR 
SELF-RELIANCE IN DISSEMINATION OF INFORt’jATlON MATERIALS, WHETHER 
5OCUMENTARY OR ENTERTAINMENT IN NATURE? \JITHOUT DEPENDENCE (jN 
OUTSIDE SOut?CE‘ii. --MORE IfjO5/M5 I 
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, +lT IS NECESSARY TO MAKE THESE MOVES BECAUSE A WEAK AND INEF-FEC- 
TUAL DOMESTIC SYSTEM OF COWMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION WILL LEAD 
TO INFXLTRATION OF UNtlES’iRABLE INFLUENCES.+ 

.44 

MA’LAYSIA SHOULD ALSO BE ACTYVELY INVOLVED IN REGIONAL AND 
DEVELOPING WORLD COOPERATION TO IMPROVE CAPABILITIES AS WELL AS 
TQ HAVE JOINT EXCHAMGES FOR SAFEGUARDING REGIONAL IDENTITY AND 
INTERESTS. 

I HE SAID THAT ALTHQGH DEVELOPMENT OF MODERFJ COMMUNSCATXONS 
TECHNOLOGY HAD STS BENEFITS, IT ALSO CARRIED CERTAIN XMPLICATIONS~ 
PARTICUtARLV FOR DEVELOPING COUNTRIES. 

APART FROM CREATING A SITUATION OF PMEALANCE9 XT COUL@ ALSO LEAD 
TO DOMINATION OF A TECHNOLOGICALLY WEAK COUNTRY BY A TECHNOLOGICALLY 
ADVANCED ONE. 

+1N OUR CASE9 IT COULD THWART OUR ASPIRAT-IONS AND WISHES TO 
BUILD OUR OWN NATIONAL IDEOL0GY AND WAY OF LXFE AND PROMOTE THE 
VAL\JES WE CHERISHI+ HE ADDER. 

THE BIGGEST POTENTIAL HAZARD WAS THAT THOSE IN CONTROL OF THE 
DISSEMINATION OF lNFORMATION MIGHT USE THE -COMMUNICATIONS TECHNO_ulG; 
AT THEIR DXSPOSAL TO SERVE THEIR OWN MOTIV%S OR INTERESTS. --MORE 
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HE /~TED THE OPENING OF THE WORLD’S FIRST SATELLITE COMMUNICATION 
CENTREI BY THE UNITE5 STATES IN JUNE AS A CASE IN POINT9 WHERE THE 
INFORMATI0N CAPABILITIES REPRESENTED BY’ SUCH AN ACHIE:JEMENT 

,ASTirUNbING FEAT PUT ALSO A CAUSE FOR CONCERN. 
HE SAID THE DEVELOPED COUNTRIES WERE COMPETING To POSSESS CaLI- 

AVAiLAELE IBFORMATION IN EVERY KNOWN FIELD. 
eIN/ VIEW 0F THE SITUATION3 MALAYSIA MUST INTENSIFY DEVELOPMENT OF 

TtiE EXkSTXNG MEDIA AND FACILITIES AS WELL AS OF TRAINiNG IN HANDLING 
THE NE)I SYSTEM OF COMMUNICATION AN5 INFORMATION.+ 

THE! PERSONNEL REQUIRE5 INCLUDED THOSE PRQODUCING AN5 UTILIZING 
CtiMMUN$CATIS,NS APPARATUS .FOR GATHERING AND DISSEMINATX0N OF 
INFORMATI0N AND THOSE :NVOLVED IN OPERAT XNG THESE I EQUIPMENT y 

IT WA5 ENVISAGED THAT THE WORK IN THE FIELD WOULD BECOME MORE 
S P E C 1 A L I L7 E I) .4 N P 1‘ H A T \ t-,J Y SHORTCOMING ‘IN THE TRAINING AND EXPERTISE 
W 0 II 1. D R E S \J L T 1.N FAILURE TO ACHIEVE THE 6BjECTIVE OF SELF-RELIANCE. -- 
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IN STRES’;II’JG THE NEED FOR THE COUNTRY TO MANAGE ITS OWN NATIONAL 
C0MMUNICATIizNS S’?STEM 1 DATUti SERI DR MAHATHIR S-AID I.NTER-PERSC’NAL 
1lEDIA SHOULC NOT f3E &EGl..ECTED. 

THIS WAS IMPORTAdT IN THE LIGHT OF THE PRINCIPLES ,OF SOCIAL 
1:. 0 P-l M UN f -I- Y 3 MUTUAL HELP P CO~\ISENSUSI MUTUAL RES.PECT AN5 SOCIAL HARMONY 
PRACTI.!3E5 .IN MALAYSIfij AND THIS SPIRIT SHOWLD ALWAYS BE NURTURED As 
AN PMf’$HTGNT’CHANNEL OF COMMUNICATION. 

THE~PRZME.MINIST~R ASKED~THE COMMUNICATIONS MEDIA TO PRESENT AN 
,ACCURAtE FXCTURE OF GOVERNMENT MESSAGE AN5 INFORMATION TO AVERT ANY 
tlISI~N~~RL:\‘lANDINc, 0R M.I’31NFERPRETATION,. l 

HE $H:D I~II;UNDERSTANLIIP~(T QF GOVERNMENT POLICIES OCCURRED WHEN THE 
C(:,rfl4V1\)ICATEc’tNS MEDIA NEGLECTED ITS SOCIAL RESPONSIEILXTLkS TO THE. 
i'.t'i)t\'l~R‘f AlUs! iJE’oI’1.E. 

-m isusu CASES~ THE ACEDIA CHANNELS HAD TRIECI TO INTERPRET 
PiAT 1 CiN,)L I!:SUEi; AND FROCLEMS FROM THEIR OWN POINT OF VIEW WHICH WAS 
BASED ON EiTT-iEi? SUBJEC’IVE OR WESTERN VALUES WHICH MAY NQT EE IN 
i;C~NFfiHhl T'! L~J.l.!'ll NATiOI\JAL VALUES.4 

HE 591ID TiilIY AGDI<ATE@ THEIR RESPONSlBiLITIES FOR PROFIT OR NAME 
i\::D TI-lGIR h:1’1’i!‘)N WOULD LEAD T0 AS?USE 0F FREEDOM AN5 BRING ABOUT 
‘1: t ! c; 0 s it% ?iii: COUNTRY I .-- M0RE $aZS/Mb 
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DAT’JK StIRI DR MAHATHIR SA15 THIS DPD N0T MEAN THAT THE MASS 
NEDIA ?jHOULCt CONFINE ITS R0LE TO ONLY DISSEMINATION OF INFORMATION 
PlriII Pfi.~YSAGES AND ENCOURAGEMENT OF THE PEOPLE’S PARiICIPATION IN 
GOC’EHiJifENT CbEVELOPMENT pROJECTS. 

TtiL MA%’ Mt:DLii SHOULD ALSO ACT As A VEHICLE FOR CHANNELLING OF 
Fi;Fi9UAClir ;‘liilNTIFICATIOPj OF DEVELOPMENT NEEDS AND PRIORITIES AN5 
i-Vii! UA;fI!j~a c!F DEVELOPMENT TARGET PERFORMANCE WITHOUT HOWEVER 
r!!: CoMI1Jii AN IN!?ITRWMENT ENDANGERING ‘THE @ASIC PRINCIPLES ‘THAT HAD 
BE EN a ‘4 c E P -r E P * ’ 

+WHb(T Idi:: REQUIRE IS A CRITICAL YET HEALTHY AN5 CONSTRUCTIVE 
FfEC@ACh WHICH CAN GUIDE THE GOVERNMENT IN ITS ROLE As TRUSTEE Fat? 
-{HT. Pt:lrPLE 11‘1 CARRYING ‘:,uT EFFORTS TO SECURE ACHIEVEMENT OF NATIONAL 
t:i 0 h i.. ' t.. 
L 1:~ /r L 9 hi’? D r:: 1’ .J p.. C T I V E S I + ti E S A I D . '-- BERNAMd 1838/MK 
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