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KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. — The develop-
ment of modern communications technol-
ogy may bring about an imbalance in the

iMsaid todag.p

flow of news, and info:énﬁion,lDatuk Seri

He expressed fears th

such development,

though it undoubtedly had its benefits, might
. enable the countries that controlled the technol-
, 08y to dominate those which did not.

“For us, this would
really undermine our as-
- pirations and dreams to
strengthen our philoso-
phy and our way of life,”
he said when opening the
four-day symposium on
Towards a National
Communications Policy.
Datuk Seri Dr Ma-'
hathir said the most cru-
cial implication would be
a situation in which those
in indirect contro! of in-

formation also had the'

power to use the commu-:
nications technology for
their own ends without:
considering the interests;
of others. ‘
He also said the satol-
“lite, computer and elee-
tronic age was a chal-
lenge to Malaysians as
“we arce in the age of com-
municatiéns and infor-
mation revolution.”

It was, therefore, im-’

perative for Malaysia to
also take part in the race
to control information in
all areas,

“We must then acceler-
ate development of the
existing media, the facili-
ties and training to oper-
ate a new communica-
tions and information
system. We must work
hard so we can afford to

. operale our own system

without having to depend
on developed nations as
we are doing now," he
said.

Datuk Secri Dr Ma-
hathir said Malaysia was
still far behind in the
field although prelimi-
nary efforts had been
made.

The Prime Minister,
expressing the need to
strengthen the national
news dgency, said it was
vital Malaysia involved

itself in regional co-op-
eration with other deve-
loping countries Lo up-
grade efficiency and to
protect regional identity
and interests.

He said it was indced
unfair that the news
agencies of dcvcloped
countries were able to ac-
quire profits from the
distribution of ncws hut
countries like Malaysia
could not get media cli-
ents from such countrics.

“1t is plain injustice
that money is flowing
from the poor Lo the
rich,” he said.

Concept

Earlier, Information
Minister Datuk Seri Adib
Adam said while the
development of commu-
nications technology was
indeced welcome, there
was a need to be aware of
its effects on society.

He said the use of satel-
lite in the broadcast of
news or cntertainment
films through television
had enabled developed
countries to dominate
those less developed.

Datuk Seri Adib also
said the Western concept
of “the right to commun-
icate” could not be ac-
cepted by Third World
countries,, particularly

Malaysia, because the -

country was dealing with
issues, problems and oh-
jectives different from
those in the West.

The National Commu-
nications Policy; should,
therefore, reflect the na-
tional objectives in har-
mony with Malaysia's
developmental needs. -
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