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KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - The dev&p- 
ment of modern communications technol- 

though it undoubtedly had its benefits, might 
enable the countries that controllcd the tcchnol- 

, ogy to dominate those which did not. 
“For us, this would- 

really undermine our as- 
. pirations and dreams to 

strengthen our philoso- 
phy and our way of life,” 
he said when opening the 
four-day symposium on 
Towards a Nr~tlonnl 
Comn~~micrrllons P0flr.v. 

Dntuk Seri Dr Ma-’ 
hathir said the most cru- 
cial implicntion would be 
a situation in which those 
in indirect control of ln- 
formation also hnd the’ 
power to use the commu- 
nication3 technology fort 
their own ends without 
considering t.hc intcrcsts 
of others. 

He also said the sn:ol- 
litc. computer and elcc- 
tronic R~C ~a.?. R chnl- 
Icnge lo Mnlaysians as 
“we arc in the age of com- 
munications and infor- 
mation revolution.” 

It was.’ therefore, im-’ 
pemtivc for Malaysin to 
also take (part in the race 
to control information in 
all arcas.: 

“We must then ncccler- 
rite development of the 
existing mcdin, the fncili- 
tics nnd training lo oper- 
ate n new communicn- 
tions nnd information 
system. WC must work 
hnrd so we can afford to 
operate our own system 
without having to dcpcnd 
on dcvelopcd nations as 
we are doing now,” hc 
said. 

Dntuk Seri Dr’ MR- 
hathir said Mnlnysln was 
still fnr behind in the 
field although prclimi- 
nary efforts hu.d been 
ma&. 

The Prime Ministrr. 
expressing the need to 
strengthen the national 
news Agency, said it was 
vital Malaysia involved 

itself in regional co-op- 
eration with other dcvc- 
loplng countries to up- 
grade efficiency and to 
protect rcgionnl identity 
nnd intcrcsts. 

He aXid It was indeed 
unfair that the news 
niencies of dcvclopcd 
countries were able to ac- 
quire profits from the 
distribution of news but 
countries like Mnlaysia 
could not get media cli- 
ents from such countries. 

“lt Is plain injustice 
that money is flowing 
from the poor to the 
rich,” hc snid. 

Concept 
Earlier, Information 

Minister Dntuk Scri Adib 
Adam snid while the 
dcvclopment of cornmu 
nications technology was 
indeed welcome, thcrc 
was a need to be aware of 
its effects on society. 

He said the USC of satcl- 
litc in the broadcast of 
news or cntcrtnlnmcnt 
films through television 
had cnrtblcd devclopcd 
countries to dominate 
those less dcvclopcd. 

Dstuk Scri hdib also 
said the Western concept 
of “the right to commun- 
icate” could not bc RC- 
ccptcd by Third World 
countries,. particularly 

‘Malaysia, because the 
country wns dealing with 
issues, problems and ob- 
jectives different from 
those in the West. 

The National Commu- 
nications Policyi should, 
therefore, reflect the na- 
tional objectives in har- 
mony with Malaysia’s 
developmental needs. - 
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