
KUALA LUMPUR, many Bumiputera enter- 

Sun. - Burniputcra priscs was that they 

contractors in joint- lacked management 

ventures should bc ac- 
skills. 

Xkm’&~bL~me it on the 
tivc participants in or- 
dcr to benefit 

of capital or oppor- 
unity, or for that matter, 

transfer of tcchnolog clientele. as the Govern- 
, Datuk Scri Dr mcnt has come forward 

the attitude of “why work 
when WC still enjoy prof- 
its while remaining 
sleeping partners”. 

The I’rimc Minister 
said%ucb “profit-mak- 
ing” attitudes should not 
p&vail. 

Heaping profits should 
be the lowest priority. 
Learning to run the busi- 
ncss from management 
right down to the lowest 
lcvcl should bc the top. 

“If making money is 
what the contractors al- 
ways think of, thcy’will 
run into difficulty when 
the time comes for them 
to opcratc on their own. 
They will have to con- 
stantly find partners in 
their cntcrpriscs since 
they have for so long de- 
pendcd on otbcrs to run 
the operations,” hc said. 

Datuk Scri Dr Ma- 
hathir was launching the 
Taman Shamclin-Pcr- 
kasa in Chcras hcrc. 

The $500 million pro- 
jcct is being carried out 
by Syarikat Kimali Con- 
structions, a joint vcn- 
turc bctwccn Shumclin 
Koopcratif Hcrbad and 
Nyundai Engineering 
and Construction Compa- 
ny of South Korea. 

I):ltuk Scri D,r Ma- 
hathir said it would bc 
mcaninglcss to have joint 
vcnturcs with foreign 
coInpanics if all the work 

’ wus being done by the 
foreign partner. 

One of the primary rca- 
sons behind the failure of 

to be the client in cases 
where public response 
has been poor. The Gov- 
ernment has also provid- 
cd the capital and the op- 
portunity.” 

Only through overall 
participation in joint ven- 
turcs could Bumiputcras 
improve their manage- 
mcnt skills. 

Datuk Seri Dr Ma- 
hathir criticiscd ‘some 
Dumiputera cntrepre- 
neurs who only cared 
about their own profits 
without considering 
whcthcr their partner 
lost out in the deal or 
whether or not the whole 
project would succeed. 

Some of them, he said, 
fixed the pcrccntage of 
profits in terms of mil- 
lions of dollars before the 
project even began and 
then left it entirely to 
their partner to carry out 
the project. 

Such businesses were 
not businesses in the real 
sense but only businesses 
on a commission basis. 

Datuk Scri Dr Ma- 
hathir said he would like 
to see Shamelin. as a Bu- 
miputera cooperative, 
lead the wav for other 
Bumiputcra enterprises 
by taking an active part 
inthc giant joint venture 
project. 

Humiputcra$ should 
not only hold key posi- 
tions in the partnership 
but they would also take 
an active part in all as- 
pects of the project. 

Shamelin should bc 
conscious of this respon- 
sibility and should al- 
ways be involved in the 
decision-making process 
of the company. 

It was not only the Gov- 
ernment’s objective to 
ensure that Bumiputeras 
succeed in every econom- 
ic activity of the country, 
t#e Prime Minister said. 

“It should also be the, 
people’s objective. But as 
long as Bumiputeras are 
dcpcndent on others to 
run their businesses, they 
cannot improve. They 
must convince others, as 
well as the Government 
that they arc good, and, 
perhaps better than their 
counterparts in handling 
any industrial project.” 
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