
HE ‘54IG ‘THIS T1:) i;LARIF’i HI S SPEECH AT THE’ UMNO GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
IN \JHICH HE lqEI\:TIli:tNEG ‘THAT RUMOURS HAG REEN CARRIED FRQH mjUTH-Tc- ’ 
MOUTH i;NG THAT THESE ~RUH~IUHS HAG J3EEN EMBELLISHED WITH EACH’ TELLING* -,1 

’ ’ IF THE’f ARE HARRIEGI THE RUMOURS ARE THAT THEY HAVE TAKEN 
,+NOTIiER ONE QR T+:! CJI’IESv CISMPLETE WITH ALL THE GETAILSr Y, HE TOLD 
THE UlqlNQ GELEiiATES. 

HE REL,l’TEG ;-iOlJ ,$T 9NE TIME WHEN A VER’r’ THIN MIldfSTER h’i 
CiftJTESTIldG Il-4 THE PhRT’v ELECTIOH ii, STORIES WERE TOLD ,THAT. HE, HAG 
T,itiEI4 Al13TIiER idfpE. ,. 

’ ’ Ttibr‘t’ir THE i-nNISTER iirNCERNED HAS RETIRED &+NG THERE WE rSRE NO 
ll(;bRE SUCH STORIES. THEREFORE* WE tiNOW THAT SUCH STORIES WE’RE’ 
UNTRUE. 

’ ’ LLliEWISE bJITt”) THE Crh5E (3F A MINISTER FR0”‘THE STATE 0F HANG 
TUAH. ;\LL T:iPES 9F PriliP!-iL~TS WERE DISTRIBUTED. QUT~TOGA’i WE KNWO 
THAT SUili STi4RXES. t4ERE I:~)~IPLETEL’Y W1THibU.T BASIS. ’ ’ 

THE PRIIIE MPt~4ISTER Si4l.G THAT HE COULD r3Ca ON GIVING INSTANCES’ OF 
SUCH ALLEGATIONS WHICH WQVLG MAKE THEM LAU1THT 5UT ’ ’ TH3U.ijH WE tiNi)W 
THAT SUSH STfiRIES WERE IJNTRUEr WE WILL NOT GISMXSS THEM IF WE HEAR 
THE11 AGAIbi. 

’ : \dE HILL AZCE.PT .SUCH ST3RIES AND PASS THEN ON 9 ’ ’ HE SAID. 
-- Il(:lRE 1902ilI 
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GATUK SERI GR MAHATHIR LATER Tt?LG NEWSMEN THAT POISON PEN LETTERS 
WITH SUCH ALLEGATIONS WERE STILL MAK3.N~ THE R3UNGS. 

’ ASKED WHETHER HE WAS ANGRY WITIi THE ALlE~AT13NS THAT HE HAG TAKEN 
ANOTHER WXFEt THE PRIME MINISTER SAIDr ’ ’ ’ ‘NOI BECAUSE I HAVE NOT 
CIONE WHAT THE’;: ALLEGED. ’ ’ 

HE SAIG HE HAG ALSO HEARD STORIES THAT JOURNALISTS WERE ’ ‘VERL 
PALLY ’ WITH CAUINET tlItJISTERS. 

HE SAID TH&‘T CHARACTER RSSASINATION 5liOULG CEASE BECAUSS ‘THE 
TARGETS OF SUCH ATTACKS COULD NOT REFENG THEMSELPES. 

’ ’ THEY 2ONblr3T MAKE PUBLIC ANN3UNCEMENTS THAT WHAT HAS BEEN SAIG 
OF THEi IS 149-T TRUE? ’ ’ HE SAIG, 

‘HE REGRETTED THAT MINISTERS WHO WERE dUT 3F THE COIJNTRY OFTEN ON 
OFFICIAL l3USXNESS AND WHO GIG N3T BRING THEIR WI’JES WITH THEM WERE 
OPEN TO SUCH ATTACKS 3N THEIR CHARACTER. -- BERNAMA ,&!303/‘fI 
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