HAHATHIR - HARRIAGE ,
FUALA LUHPLR, AUG. g'BERNAHAJ —-(DATUh SERI DR MAHATHIR MOHAMAD
S3ALID TEDRAY THAT THERE WERE STRONG RUMOURS SOING ROUND THRT HE HAD
TAKEN AMGTHER WIFE AND HAD A SON BY HER.

UHOT ORLY HAYE MY CARINET HINISTERS BEEN THE TARGET UF PUISUN PEN
LETTERS BUT EVEN 1 HMYSELF HAVEEN SUBJECTED TO ACCUSATIONS THAT 1 HAVE
MAPRIED "AMOTHER WIFE ANE HAYE A SON BY HERy’’' HE TOLD REPORTERS TODAY
_ ARIDST LAUGHTER FROH THOSE PRESENT, THE PRIWE HMINISTER SAID THAT
SUCH ALLEGATIONS WERE COMPLETELY BASELESS BECAUSE " 'AS VOU 'ALL KNOWs
H7Y LIFE COMBISTS OF GOING TO THE OFFICE AND THEN BACK TO THE HOUSE
AFTER VORK. IF I G0 ANYHHEREs I AM ACCOMPAHIED BY MY WIFE.

T OAH ALWAYS ATCOUPANIED BY MY WIFE. EVEN WHEN I 30 OUT OF THE
COUNTRY Y AND WHEREVER I &0 SHE IS WITH HE. '

"TAS SUCHs IT IS5 HOT Pas SIBLE THAT I HAVE aoT HARRIED_AGAIN!” HE
S5AID. - HORE 1+4358/11 : ‘
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HE 5410 THIS To CLARIFY WIS SPEECH AT THE. UMNMO GENERAL ASSEMBLY
IN WHICH HE HEMTIONED THAT RUMOUR; HAD BEEN CARRIED FROM HOUTH-TO- .
HOUTH AHD THAT THESE RUMOURS HAD BEEN EMBELLISHED WITH EACH TELLING.

"' IF THEY ARE WARRIED, THE RUMOURS ARE THAT THEY HAVE TAKEN
ANOTHER ONE OR TW2 WIVES. COMPLETE WITH ALL THE DETAILSs' HE TOLD
THE UMHD DELEGATES. ‘

HE RELATED HOW AT ONE TINE WHEN A VERY THIN MINISGTER- NA:
CONTESTING IN THE PARTY ELECTIONS, STORIES WERE TOLD THAT. HE HAD
TARKEH AHOTHER WIFE.

"TuDAr: THE HINISTER quLCRHED HAS RETIRED AND THERE HE ARE HNO
MORE SUCH STORIES. THEREFOREY WE KRNOW THAT SULH STORIES. WERE'
UNTRUE

"LIRKEWISE WITH THE CASBE OF A MINISTER FROH THE STATE OF HANG
TUAH. ALL TYPES OF PAHPMLETS WERE DISTRIBUTED. BUT TODAY WE KNWO
THAT SUCH STORLIES WERE COMPLETELY WITHOUT BASIS.'!

THE PRIME HIWISTER SALD THAT HE COULD GO ON GIVING INSTANLES OF
SUCH ALLEGATIONS WHICH WOULD HAKE THEM LAUGHT BUY '’ THOUGH WE KNOW
THAT SUCH STORIES WERE UNTRUEs WE WILL NOT DISHMISS THEM IF WE HEAR
'THEH AGAIN. A

"WE HWILL ACCEPT SUPH STORIES AND PASS THEHM ON!" HE SA1D.
-- HORE 1502711 .
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DATUR SERI DR MAHATHIR LATER TOLD NEWSHEN THAT POISON PEH LETTERS
WITH SUCH ALLEGATIONS WERE STILL KMARING THE ROUNDS ‘

AGRED WHETHER HE WAGS ANGRY WITH THE ALLEGATIONS THAT HE HAD TAKREN
ANUTHER WIFE, THE PRIME MINISTER SAIDY'' ' '"HO¢ BECAUSE I HAVE NOT
DONE WHAT THEY ALLEGED.’ '

HE SAID HE HAD ALSO HEARD STORIES THAT JOURNALISTS WERE '’VERY
PALLY" " WITH CABINET MINISTERS.

HE SAID THAT CHARACTER ASSASINATION SHOULD CEASE BECAUSE 'THE
TARGETS OF SUCH ATTACKS COULD NOT DEFEND THEMSELVES.

"' THEY COHMOT MAKE PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENTS THAT WHAT HAS BEEN JAID
OF THEM IS HOT TRUE,'’ HE SAlD.

"HE REGRETTED THAT MINISTERS WHO WERE OUT OF THE COUNTRY OFTEN ON
OFFICIAL DUSINESS AND WHO DID NOT BRING THEIR WIVES WITH THEM WERE
OPEN TO 5UCH ATTACKS ON THEIR CHARACTER. -- BERNAMA 1303/11
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