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KUALA LUMPURI AUG. 2Oc, (BERNAMA) -- UMNb PRESIDENT (DATUK SERI-D-R- 

MAHATHIR MOHAMAD TODAY WELCOMED ,CRITSCISMS OF HIS ~~JEE~---E~D-O-%ING 
H’I’IRt-f%R-%I1 DEPUTY DATWK MUSA HITAM’S POSITION IN THE PARTY 
AND SAID HE’WILL STATE HIS REASONS FOR HIS ENDOdSEMENT TOMORROW.. 

+WHETHER OR NOT I CAN DEFEND MY SPEECH YESTERDAY9 IT’S UP 
%-THE DELEGATES TO. JUDGEy+ THE PRIME MINSSTER SAID. 

*IF WHAT I SAID 15 WRONG, THEN I HAVE TO REALISE THAT I AM 
WRONG AND CORRECT IT AND IF I AM RIGHT, I WILL tRY TO PERSUADE THE 
UMNO MEMBERS THAT I AM ,RIGHTy: + HE TOLD REPORTERS AT THE’UMNO - 
GENERAL ASEiEMf3LY. 

HE WAS COMMENTING ON THE REACTION BY UMNO MEMBERS DURING THE 
DEBATE WHO HIT OUT AT HIS O-PEN DECLARATXON OF SUPPORT FOR DATUK 
MUSA,HITAM. 

DATUK SERS DR MAHATHIR, IN HIS SPEECH AT THE 
OPENING OF THE ASSEM3LY~ THANKED THE DELEGATE5 FOR CHOOSING DA% 
MU54 A5 DEPUTY PRESIDENT C?)RING THE *I9ad. PARTY ELECTIONS SAYING 
THAT DATUK MU5A CAN WORK WITH HIM AS A TEAM. 

ASKED WHETHER HE COULD ACCEPT THE CRITIC18MS LEVELLED AGAINST HIM9 
HE SAIDc +I’M LISTENING TO THE FEELINGS AND INTERPRETATIONS. MADE 
Y THE MEMBERS-AND,WHETHER I CAN ACCEPT< IT OR NOT, I WILL EXPLAIN 
TOMORROW.+ -- MORE 1445,‘MB. 

ZCZC NO32 (F/S). 
MAHATHIR - REACTION 2 KUALA LUMPUR - 

THE PRIME MINISTER MADE IT CLEAR THAT THE 
WHOLE EXERCISE OF-THE.UMNO ASSEMBLY WAS TO HAVES DIALOGUE5 BETWEEN 
THE LEADERS AND THE REPRESENTATIVES. 

+IF MY SPEECHES WERE-ACCEPTED IN TOT0 *THEN iT’S iJOT A 
DIALOGUE.+ ’ 

HE ADDED THAT AS IN THE PAST ASSEMBLIES THE DELEGATES WERE GIVEN 
A CHANCE TkLASH OUT AT THE LEADERSHIP IN VIEW OF THE FACT THAT THE 
LEADERSHIP WERE NOT aDIRECTORS OF THE PEOPLE+ B\UT LEADERS CHOSEN BY’ 
THE PEOPLE. 

. . 

+A5 SUCH% EVERYONE IS FREE TO SAY ANYTHING 4GAINST ME OR THE 
LEADERSHIP AND TQ ME IT’S NOTHING.+ 

DATUK 5ERI DR MAHATHIR FELT THAT IF THERE was No 
DIALOGUEv THE LEADERSHIP MIGHT GO ASTRAY AND +SUDDENLY LOOKING 
BACK I YOU FIND THAT NOBODY IS BEHIND YOlJ.+ 

+WE HAVE TO HAVE CONTACT AND AS WE CAN’T GO ROUND TO E,VERY -’ 
,DXVISION AND BRANCH, THE ASSEMBLY Is THE BEST PLATFORM WHERE 
EVERYONE IS IN FULL EXPOSURE AND BOTH THE LEADERSHIP AND 
MEMBERS CAN LISTEN TO EACH OTHER.+ 
-- MORE 1450/MB 



MAHATHPR - AEACT.“ON 3 KUALA LUMPUR 

ASKED WHETHER HIS SPEECH AT-TACKING +LlEUTENANTS+ OF THE PARTY FOR 
CAMPAJ.GNXh:S FOR THEPR CANDIDATES WOULG HAVE A NEGATIVE 
EFFECT9 HE SA.?.Ds +7WERE ZS NO PROBLEM A? ALL. I HAVE CALLED PEOPLE 
UP, I HAVE SC0LDED THE!+ AND YET I CAN CONTINUE TO WORK WITH 
THEM.+ 

+NOTHXNC; WE DO IS i)F LiTTLE SIGNXFICA~NCE TO MEMBERS. XF IT IS OF 
LITTLE CONSEQUENCE ‘:‘t WOULD NOT BOTHER TO TAKE ACTION.+ 

DAT’JK SERK DR %‘~‘~hTtilR REGRETTED THAT HIS LABELLXNG 0F LIEU- 
TENANTSHAD BEEN MlSXNTERPRETED BY SEVERAL MEMBERS TH.TNKING 
THAT IT WAS LIKE MILITARY TERMSu....... 

+LIEUTENANT XW FRENCH MEAN5 IN LIEU (;lF OWNERS WHEN 1. MENTIONED 
THE WORDv IT SIMPLY MEANS A PERSClN WHO ASSISTS AND TAKES THE PLACE 
OF THE OWNER AND 9 DON’T REF ER TO ANY PARTICULAR PERSON.* 

+IT’ 5 -JUST LIHF iylY +-MALAYSIA PNCORPORATED+ POLICY AND 
+LOOK EAST+ t’0LlCY IJHLCH IS MISINTERPRETED. OF COURSEI NOBODY 
CAN C0MPRE’SS ANY ID::& IN?0 ONE SINGLE LCORD AND IF YOU D0, THEN YOU 
ARE OPEN TO A LOT QF MYSXNTERPRETATIONS AS HAD HAPPENED.+ 
-- MORE ISOD/MB 

ZCZC NO44 (F/S) 
MAHATHIR - REACTION 4 KUALA .LUMPUR 

- 7’ 

ASKED NHETWER HIS STATEMENT WOULD HAVE A BACKLASH RESULTING IN 
MORE CANDIDATES FEELDED TO CONTEST THE 1984 PARTY ELECTIONSi 
HE REITERATED THAT UMNCJ WAS A SENSI@tE URGANIZATION; 

+IT HAS NEVER LET PEOPLE DOWN JUST FOR THE SAKE OF 
CONTESTING ,AND ULTXMA’TELY~ AT NEXP YEAR’S ELECTION XT’S THE 
INTEREST OF /VERYIBOQY THAT COUNTS FORs,THE GOOD OF UMNOv+ HE 
STRESSgn. -- t?rf-fi’apjb 3 ‘?4n !**F 
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