
party members has just ‘nevertheless hinting that , 
started. should he receive that klnd 

In the wake of Datuk of support from the dlvl- / 

Sed Dr Mahathir Moha. 
ISIOIIB, It would be impossible , 

mad’s%%q-ulvocal 
‘for him to stay out of the i 

praise for his deputy, Da- ‘“$i br Mehathlr dld was j 
tuk Musa Hitam, party :however not unprecedented 
membera are now faced .in the hlstory of Umno. The 
with a whole new sceuar- 
IO as they think ahead of 

late Tun Abdul Rasak did i 
even more when he endorsed 

the party electfon a year 
: the late Tun Dr lsmall as his , 

from now. 
running mate. 

Although the Prime 
The Prime Mlnlster has 1 

Minister said in his clos- 
,&ery right to pralseoreven 

, endorse his deputy. especial- . . ..-- 
ing address that he has a 
totally dlfferent reason 
for maklng the state- 
ment, Le., to scotch ru- 
mours that there was a 
rift between hJm%nd Da. 
tuk Muss, delegates 
would not readily dls- 
mlss other likely reaBonB 
prompting the Prlme 
Mlnlster to laud his depu- 
ty. - 

For three daye, the 
talking point of the RB- 
sembly was the lauda- 
tory statement he made 
:when openlng the asscm- 
bly last Friday. That 
statement came as a 
bombshell to the Y&000- 
‘odd delegates and ob- 
‘servers attending the aB- 
‘semb!y. 

-The blast was heard 
loud and clear. It was 
deafening to Borne and 

iy after having woraeo 0108o- 
iy and eflectlveiy with him 
for two years. Thls Is surely 
not uncommon in 8 p8rtYy, of I 
gqvarnment. .,A’. :.-.,.-.-. 

Uut the questlon many del. 
egates and observers asked 
was why the Prime Mlnlster 
made tiie stalemont now and 
at the general assemblv. Be- 

’ cause 6f the timing, thei saw 
the Prime Mlnlster’s move 
as more than Just mere 
praise for an able colleague. !  

Quite apart from the need !  
to dispel rumours that he 
and his deputy are drllting 
apart, there are many other 

, reasons to Justify Dr Ma. 
, hathlr maklng the,state- 

ment. The most obvious of 
course Is the fact that he and 
Datuk Musrr have been able 
to work closely with each 

1 otber, although not necessar: 
/ lly In total agreement on ail 
/ Issues. But the give-and-take 

t relationship of the ‘two men I 
and their mutual respect for 
each other are well known. 

Alter having worked with 

-c -- 

. . 

. 

. 



sweet music to others. 
5?he spontaneous res- 
ponse of the majority 
;Was to give the party 
president a stupendous 
applause. 

Although’ party mem. 
bers have by now accept. 
ed that their president is 
all too capable of spring- 
ing surprises, they were 
not expecting htm to 
make a statement which 
could be construed as 
taking sides. 

His-praise for Datuk 
Muss as a good team 
player was’ instantly in- 
terpreted by the major- 
ity of the delegates as re- 
flecting the Prime 
Mlnlster’s preference 
should Datuk Muss be 
challenged In the 1984 
party electlon. 

Despite his comment lo 
the Press lmmediolely alter 
dellverlng the address that 
he was merely stating facts 
(about Datnk Muss’s perform 
mance as deputy party pres- 

‘Ident and Deputy Prime 
Minister), many delegates 
held on to (heir initial lnter- 
pretallon. 

In the true tradition ol 
Umno where every member 
has equal rlght ol expres- 
slon, several delegates who 
spoke at tlie ensuing debate 
lashed out al the Prime Min. 
i&r for hls statement. One 
even held him rssponsibte 
for flagging off the race SO 
tar In advance. l 

Understandably, tht crux 
C of the matter Is the posslblll- 
t of Tengku RscaleiO 
1 7 amrah agaln taking on Da- 
luk Musa for the party’s 
number two spol. When 
asked for his comment. 
Ten ku Raz8loigh said it 

I won f d be foolish for any Co”- 

. . 

each other In the present ca- 

RI 
acittes for two years, Dr 
ahathlr might have consld- 

ered It timely and appropri- 
ate to tell the delegates 01 
Datuk Muss’s performance 
and to lhank them for elect- 
Ing hlm. 

The Prime Minister, who 
made the statement In the 
context of Umno solidarity, 
Is known to be alarmed bv 
what appears to be the groG- 

1 lnlr division In Umno based 
0” srsonal rivalries. 

d e had earlier made sev- 
eral references to this un- 
healthy trend and appealed 
to the so-called lieutenants 
of ambitious men not to ag- 
gravate the situation by con- 
tlnuously pitching one party 

): leader against another. 
Understandably, due to 

j, the intensity of the 1981 party 
.‘ele&ion, the Prime Mlnlsbr 

had expected the healing pe- 
’ rlod to take some time. But 

after a full two-year period 
i has sla 

$ 
ed. the party chief 

,I8 certa nly entitled to speak 
!out his mind. 

There is clear danger tkat 
unless the rlvairies are kept 
In check. Umno mav be 
turned iotb a party rlv& by 

‘tactIons. as la the ease with 
‘the ruling Liberal Demo- 
‘cralic Party (LDP) in Ja- --- 

Dr Mikathlr ohviouuly en- 
Joyed the heated debate al- 
though he came under 
stron 
ber o k 

criticisms for a num- 
issues, apart from hls 

pun. 
I The LDP Is so bad1 
’ ed Into la&ions that ti I; 

divld- j 

eabi’e / ohange of vlews that .’ lty of a Prime Minlsbr to 
manazo the mountrv Is -a 1, leaders would be P 

arty 
ab e to 

endorsement oiDatuk Mum, 
HIS re lies to his critics were 
oqnai P y sharp. H% said it was 
only through a frank ex- 

’ ““’ gauge the &ponse and sup , 

gle. 
Should this happen, the.ef- 

fectivenehss of the govern- 
ment will aertahdy be im- 
paired. This will hamper the 
lmplementetion of the vari- 
ous new programmes lnitlal- 
ad by the Prime Minister. 

Umno. as the major com- 
ponent party of the Barlsan 
Nasional, cannot afford to 
allow itself to fall into the 
ftame hole that has tranoed 
so many other parties l&-the 
coalition. If this happens, I( 
can no longer claim to be 
better than those other oar- 
tles. 

Rebutting critics, Dr Ma. 
hathlr said Lhat since he, like 
other members of the party’s 
supreme Council, was cho- 
sen to Iead. he would not shy 
away from that responsibil- 
ity. 

l13$igQ!%JD~~~~~%& 

said repeatedly, I am ready 
(0 be sacked if I deviate from 
;~s~nclples of my office,” 

lasts more. than two yearn. ia addrsas 
Ae a deve@wW countryt &hanks & Dr M&,alhlr’a 
~~*yaia ‘?” hard’y afford , provoking opening address, . the routine general I aseem- 

There *S aiso a danger that biy turned out to be absorb. 
unless rhdries *m sofhed, 
yov3er Ml*islewp Deputy 

j"g ye1 jivejy qhe msn is 

Ministers and Parllamenta- 
6etun6 to b &tier ymr by 

ry Secretaries might be ~r8$w~~&~~ $~~~&i$ ‘ 
drawn Into the power etrug Jas(n;r; 
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