The Malays of
oday—Db
Dr Maha

KUALA LUMPUR,
Sun. — If Malays are
challenged, they will
rise to the occasion,
Datuk Seri Dr Ma-
hathir reminded dele-
gates today when he
criticised a Malacca

spcaker for saying
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that the Malays were
not ready to face the
challenges of heavy
industry.

“If we in Umno say
we don't have the ca-
pacity to do some-
thing, then what's the

use of talking. We, as

leaders, must say we
can. If there are weak-
nesses, we overcome
them.”

He said when the
universities were first
opened in the country,
Malays were saying
“where would we find
the Malays to go to
university.”

“When we were ask-
ing for independgnce
some Pas leaders said
how could we want in-
dependence when we
didn't even know how
to make needles.

Ambitions

“This is what I call
an inferiority com-
plex. We have the abil;
ity if we have the cour-
age... it is our task as
Umno leaders to give
our children the spirit
to prepare themselves
to face the challenges
of the future.”

He stressed that the
time to do anything
was now.

“I have big ambi-
tions for my race. I
don't want to admit de-
feat to anyone. The
Malays should have
an attitude that has no
capacity to admit de-
feat and an attitude:
that is willing to climb
mountains. :

“The Malays will
change if we have the
spirit to work and to
‘inculcate good values.
‘For every step, there
is a start. A thousand
mile voyage begins
with one step,” he said,
quoting a Chinese

. prove_rb.

He reminded the
delegates that no so-
ciety could remain’
static. The Malays to-
day were not like the
Malays 20, 30 years
ago. As leaders, Umno
should provide guid-
ance and the direction

to be followed. .
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