
KUALA LUMPUR, 
Sun. - Datuk Scri Dr 
Mahathir Mohamad 
today managed to dif- 
fuse what had been a 
heated atmosphere at 
the Umno general as- 
sembly with jokes, 
analogies and quotes 
from Shakespeare’s 
Julius Caesar to ex- 
plain the true message 

of his blunt opening 
address. 

And he served notice on 
the delegates that the 
frankness and bluntness 
will not stop as that was 
his style and habit. 

“I don’t want to talk be- 
hind your backs and then 
send lieutenants to talk to 
you. I want to see your 
faces and your reaction.” 

On criticisms that he 

, 

had openly endorsed Da- 
tuk Musa Hitam, Datuk 
Seri Dr Mahathir said he 
did not speak in support 
of Datuk Musa, but it was 
because there was a lot%f 
talk that the No. l’and No. 
2 men were not on talking 
terms. : - 

“Datuk Musa was con- 
fused,” he said to the 
thunderous laughter of 
the delegates when he rc- 
marked on Datuk Musa’s 

t-’ .‘..-‘-.. - -. 
earlier. comment that hc 
was tduched at the open 
show of supporl from the 
party president. 

Datuk Scri Dr Ma- 
hathir said thcrc wcrc 
people who went to the di- 
visions to spread stories 
that there were differ- 
ences bctwccn him and 
Datuk Musa. “that I 
wanted to Look East, hc 
wanted to look to South 
Aticrica, that I wa.nted 
Islamisation he didn’t 
want, that I wanted to 
change attiludcs. he 
didn’t agree.” 

“Why spread thcsc sto- 
rics that defame my rcla- 
lions with the person who 
has to work with mc to 
promote Umno’s strug- 
glc? We were chosen to do 
a job. If we don’t do it WC 
can bc dismissed. 

“But for as long as-1 
hold strongly to Umno’s 

d 
trugglc and others want 
o slander and destroy 

this party and Govcrn- 
ment, I’ll fight to the 
end,” said the Umno prcs- 
ident to the cheers of the 
crowd. 

ExpIaining his stand 
on team spirit, Datuk 
Scri Dr Mahathir said he 
did not mean just a team 
of two persons (him and 
Datuk Musa) as some 
delegates had accused 
him of. What he meant 
was the whole Umno Su- 
prcme Council and the 
Cabinet. 

Hc said no Cabincl 
could function if thcrc 
was no team work. 
“Every Minister has his 
role to play. If you’re a 
fullback, you p!ay the 
role of a fullback. But just 
because you see the gOAl- 
ltccper isn’t SO good 
doesn’t mean you should 
take over to catch the 
balls.” 

In a placating tone. hc 
said he was speaking 
openly because he was 
addressing delegates 
ftiom 114 Umno divisions 

‘and this opportunity 
came only once a year. 
“After all, this is an im- 
portant year as wry soon 
it will be 1984,” hc said to 
much laughter. 

to work hard, to be hon- 
est, sincere. united, to set 
good examples - values 
that wcrc compatible 
with Islam. 

For as long as the 
Umno general assembly 
was as lively a.nd as criti- 
cal as this one, “then 
Umno is safe.” 

“But if there comes a 
time when a general as- 
sembly only listens to the 
lcadcrs speak and no 
one has the courage to 
criticisc or attack the 
leaders, then Umno is a 
write-off. There is no au- 
tocracy in Umno. In 
Umno. all sides\ can 

“I speak very frankly, 
Some say I should be sub- 
tle. But that’s not my 
style. Some people like it, 
some don’t. But in Umno 
nothing is permanent. 

WC stru gle together. 
only 1 play f he role of the 
captain anahe members 
play their role.’ 

“Umnb IS the big@st 
political party in the 

country. If we cannot set 
a good example. if \“le 
can’t assimilalc Islamic 
values, who then can do it 

speak,” he stated in a rct- and give guidance fqr>thz 
crencc to the United country’s well-being, 
Kingdom Umno Club said Datuk Seri Dr Ma- 

-presiUent who had re- _ hathir as the delegates 
marked thal the era of stood up in ovutlon. 
democracy in Umno had 

,ended and an autqcratic 
era had begun. 

‘He asserted ‘that all 
that,his go-minute presi- 
dential address con- 
ta&d were exhortations 

‘.! 
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