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PARIS: GEPT. 26 (BERNAMAZ -- MALAYSIA NEEDS TO DIVERSIFY 1ITG

RELATIONS WiTH THE OUTSIDE WORLD TO ENHANCE ITS ABILITY 795
MAINTAIN EQUILIBRIUM IN ITS RELATIONS WITH OTHER COUNTRIESD
‘TATUR SERI DR MAHATHIR MOHAMAD SAID LAST NIGHT. :

THE PRIME MINISTER, WHO IS ON & TWO-WEEK HOLIDAY IN CUROFES
SAID THAT BEING OVERLY DEPENDLONT IN ITS RELATICONS WITH CURTAILN
COUNTRIES SUCH AS THE UNITED KINGDOM: THE UNITED STATES 03 JAP:s™
MIGHT RESULT IN THOSE COUNTRIESs AMONG OTHERS: INFLUENCING THE
ECONOMY AND POLITICS OF MALAYSIA. ’

SPEAKING TO MEMBER OF THE MALAYSIAN COMMUNITY AT THE MALAYS
EMBAGSY HERE, HE SAID THAT IN THIS REGARD MALAYSIA NEEDED TO
UPGRADE 175 RELATIONS WITH FRANCE IN SUCH A WaY THAT 1T WOULD
BENEFIT BOTH COUNTRIES.

HE SAID MALAYSIA’S EXPORTS 7O FRANCE WERE LESS THAN ITS IMFP. 75
AND MALAYSIA MUST STEP UP ITS CXPORTS DESPITE FACING VARIOQUS
PROBLEMS AS A REBULT OF THE FRENCH POLICY OF PROTECTING ITS
MARKETS. ' :

HE SALD THAT IF FRANCE WANTED TO HAVE A MORE MEANINGFUL TIED =7
IT SHOULD OPEN UP ITS MARKETE TO MALAYSIA.

-- MORE 1933/LK ¢
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HE SAID FHE MARKETS MEANT WERE NOT ONLY THOSE FOR RAW MATERII.G
PUT ALSO FORSMANUFACTURED GOODG. , '

HiZ HOPED THAT IN FUTURE MALAYSIA WOULD HAVE MORE MANUFACTUR o
GOODS FOR HXFORT HERE TO INCREASE ITS FOREIGN EXCHANGE EARNING.

DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR AGREED THAT THE STANDARD OF LIVING It
MALAYSIA WAS FAR BELOW THAT IN FRANCE BUT HE EAID THAT THIS
DID NOT MEAN THAT THE SITUATION COULD NOT BE CHANGED AB IT
DEPENDED ON THE PEOPLE’S PRODUCTIVITY.

IF THE PEOPLE WORKED HARD IN PRODULCING MORE MANUFACTURED GOL0Es
THEY WOULD EARN MORE REVENUE AND THIS IN TURN WOULD ENHANCE TH:
PEORLE’S LIVING STANDARD. HE 3AID.

THE PRIME MINISTER ALS0 ADVISED MALAYSIANS OVERSEAS: WHETHLR
THEY WERE STUDENTS QR STAFF OF MALAYSIAN MISSIONS. TO WORK HARW
TG ACHIEVE SUCCESS AS WELL AS PRESERVE THE COUNTRY'S IMAGE.

-- MORE 19358/LK
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DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR SAID THAT HE W
VISIT TO FRANCE EARLY NEXT YEAR. PULD BE MAKING AN OFFICIAL
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