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KUALA L"(&MPUR,
Sat. — The Govern-
:ment will not hesi-
tate to take action ei-
ther through the
process of law or ad-
ministration against

managing execu-.

.tives in the public or
private sector who
‘have dishonoured the

trust placed in them.

Issuing the warning
here today, Datuk Seri Dr
Mahathir Mohamad de-
scribed such 1nd1v1dua15
‘as having betrayed the
nation. ‘

“These people who do not
fear God are mistaken if
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they think they can get
away. Sooncer or later, their
malpractices will be detect-
ed and by that time, it will be
too late for them to get pro-
tection from certain people
close to them,” he said when
opening the new $21 million
Federal Land and Develop-
ment Authority (Felda)
headquarters at Jalan Gur-
ney.

“They not only ruin the in-
stitution eptrusted to them
but also ‘taifit the name of
their own conimunity. More-
over, innocent people have to
béar the!ill‘éffects of their
malpractices.”

- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir

‘said it did not m“\at.t,cr»wheth-

er the executives.were man-
aging a statutory body; a
Govcrnment corporatlon or

a private firm, but what was
important was trustworthi-
ness.

“Without this, all sortsof
malpractices will occur.”

He called on management
executives to-be hardwork-
ing as such a quality would
greatly benefit their orgam-
sation.

Assi§_tance

“It is better for those who
do not possess these quali-
ties to leave the manage-
ment line. If they don't, they
will one dayibe punished; as
they will surely fail in their
job.”

Datuk - SPm Dr Mahathir,
in (,omm(,ndlng Felda as a

. successiul e?'gemsatlon Lin”
land resetilement. noted .

that there existed a group of
settlers who were over-de-
pendent on Felda and often
‘ready to blame the organisa-
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“A lesson
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If Malays persx&.t(,d in,
their attxtude of “taking

! things easy”, (they and)
. Malaysians on the whole

- would lose their dignity
. and thus become weak. |
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Datuk Seri Dr Ma-:,

{ hathir said- although thc
. country was the primary|.

producer ‘of rubber, tin,

; timber, palm oil and
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crude oil, this would not
alone guarantee its fu
ture and peace.

The effects of the cur-;

! rent economic slowdown!
¢ should serve as a lesson/
' to Malaysians on the im-'

portance of increasing:
productivity and'

' strengthening resilience:
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in all areas.

“The Government on
:its own, without the sup-,

; ‘port of the people, cannot

i

‘do much even with the|

vest of policies.”



tion and the Government for
their own weaknesses.

“They should realise that
the Government has spent a
great deal of money to settle

.them; and the arrangement
for returns must be consid-

ered compulsory and appro- |

priate.”

The attitude that the Gov-
ernment was a . “welfare
body” to gain free services
and loans, would spoil the
‘thinking of the people and
weaken the Government: B

In the end, it was those]
. who had been receiving ser-

‘vices and, absmtcmq,mlroﬁl d
f;thg: Jtovernment who' woqld\

“suffer. -

. Datuk Seri Dr Ma-

“hathir urged such people | {
‘o realise that there were

“others also in need of as-;
sistance. 1

He criticised certain
groups of setilers who.
were “spoilt” and who |
only wanted to be manag-
ers on their own land and
asked others 1o toil on it}
for them. '

Datuk:,Seri. Dr Ma-.
hathir remarked that the:
. Malays had lost the pio-;
neer spirit which their
. forefathers possessed.

. “Our forefathers:

opened up land armed|

.. with nothing but an axe, ]
parang and cangkul.:

, They were the ones who
left us the durian, coco- |
nut and other trees from !
which we only know how | |
to pick the fruits.”

The people should bel
grateful that the situa-
tion was different now '
and that they were not,
faced with difficulties!
once experienced by their |

' forefathers

<

That is why the Gov-

ernment had made scver-
al changes to some of the
existing policies so that
productivity in the whole,
country could be in-,
creased through a umted
movement.

The Prime Minister
said it was imperative
that everyone worked
‘hard in a disciplined and
dedicated manner so that,
Malaysians would be a!
happy, harmonious <md
dignified race.

Later, Datuk Seri Dr -

Mahathir presented Se-
mai Bakli medals to 18
Felda staff and gold med-
als to six settlers.

Also present at the cer-
emony were former Cabi-
net Ministers, Tan Sri Ab-
dul Kadir Yusoff, Tan Sri

Fatimah Hashim, Datuk' -

Shariff Ahmad and Da-
tuk Asri Haji Muda. ;
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