That denial — I
leave pit to the
eople, says Dr M

ALA "LUM PUR
Fn — Prime Mlmster
Datuk Seri Dr Ma-
Hathir Mohamad de-
¢lared—today that -he
{Was leaving it to the
people_to make their
‘own judgment on the
denial by former Bank
Bumiputra chairman
Tan Sri Kamarul Arif-

fin that he was in- -

volved'in the BMF

loans to Hong Kong

property groups.

“I leave it to you
{(the Press) to find out.
You can think with the
public and make your.
own conclusion. I have
nothing to add.” *

Datuk Seri Dr Ma-
hathir was speaking to
newsmen on his return
from Kota Kinabalu
where he attended the
Rulers’ Conference.

On the insinuation
by Tan Sri Kamarul
that things becam?2
worse in Bank Bumi-
putra after he re-
signed in March last
year, the Prime Minis-
ter said:“You can find
this out yourself.

“I have kept quiet for
the past one year — that

-ig enough burden for me.’

Datuk Seri Dr Ma-
hathir announced at a
news conference on Tues-
day that a former Bank
Bumiputra chairman
and three top officials
had received consultancy
fees in connection with
BMF loans to Carrian. He
said the officials would
be asked to leave.

‘Unfair’

He would neither con-
firm nor deny the names
of five people — Tan Sri
Kamarul Ariffin; BMF
chairman Lorraine
Esme Osman; BMF di-
rector Datuk Hashim
Shamsuddin, BMF gen-
eral manager Ibrahim
Jaafar and Bank Bumi--
putra senior general
manager (international
banking) Dr Rais Sani-
man — suggested by re-
porters.

He said the three offi-
cials helped themselves
to consultancy fees
amounting to $1.1 million
with the full knowledge of..
the then Bank Bumxputrq,

chairman, who also-took+

a cut.

The denial from Tan
Sri Kamarul Ariffin
came the next day. He
said he only received sup-
plementary emoluments

from BMF and denied‘

that these were “consul-
tancy fees”.

Describing the sugges--

tion of his involvement in
the Carrian affair as
“most unfair” and made
“without thorqugh ex-
amination”, Tan Sri Ka-
marul Ariffin said he had
no knowledge of the huge
loans given by BMF to
property groups in Hong

Kong and implied that -

these were: hidden from
him by BMF directors.
He also described the

Prime Minister's state-:

cut of all”.

@ See also Page 2.
———
Bank Negara Governor

Tan Sri Abdul Aziz Haji;-

Taha also declined to
comment on Tan Syi Ka-
marul Ariffin's state-

~ment as *“the unkindest :

ment that Bank Bumipu-:

tra's operations were

carried out with the per-:
mission and, sorhetimes, -
prior agreement of Bank '

Negara.

“Tan Sri Kamarul Arif-
fin can say what he
. wantis,” said Tan Sri Ab-
dul Aziz.

BMF general manager:

too had reccived “consul”’
tancy fees".

»

- Ibrahim Jaafar also de-
nied suggestions that he

%



	That denial I leave it to the people, says Dr M (NST 15/10/1983)

