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BERNAHAbfDATUK SERI 0 R. ?lAHATHIR HOHAHAD 
,TONIGHT CALLED ON’THE tlA UFACTURERS TO STEP UP THEIR PRODUCT- . 
AND FORGET ABOUT SUBSIDY. 

THE PRIME MINISTER ,SAID WITH INCREASED PRO,DUCTIVITY, THE COUNTRY’S 
PRODUCTS WOULD BECOME HORE COMPETITIVE IN THE LOCAL AS WELL AS 
OVERSEAS MARKETS. 

THIS WOULD-REDUCE THE BURDEN OF THE LOCAL PEOPLE AND AT THE SAME 
INCREASE THE INFLOW OF FOREIGN EXCHANGE, rlE ADDED IN HIS SPEECH 
AT THE LAUNCHING OF NATIONAL LEVEL PRODUCTIVITY,HONTH AT HOTEL 
DAYANG HERE. 

THE SPEECH WAS READ BY TRADE AND INDUSTRY HINISTER TENGKU AHMAD 
RITHAUDDEEN. 

. 

DATUK SERI DR. MAHATHIR SAID IT WAS NORtlAL FOR ANY GOVERNMENT 
TO HELP XTS INDUSTRIES TO MAKE THEH MORE COMPETITIVE. BUT SUCH AID 
WAS LIMITED. -- MORE 2055/PA 
ZCZC -Nl77 
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SN MALAYSIAI THE PROTECTION WAS SOUGHT NOT FOR. HAKING THE , s- . 
INDUSTRIES COMPETITIVE IN THE EXPORT MARKET BUT RATHER FOR 
THE LOCAL PEOPLE TO BUY LOCALLY-MADE PRODUCTS. 

DATUK SERI DR. tlAHATHIR SAID MALAYSIA’S PRIMARY COMMODITIES 
WERE ABLE TO COMPETE IN THEcOVERSE,AS MARKET DE9FXTE HAVING TO 
PAY CESS AND EXPQRT DUTSES BECAUSE tHE4?ODUCTIVITY IN THOSE FIELDS 
WAS HIGH. 

IF THE GOVERNHENT HAD TO GIVE PROTECTXON TO THE.RUBBERr OIL PALM 
AND TIN SECTORS- IT WOULD NOT HAVE SUFFICIEFT FUNDS TO HELP OTHER 
INDUSTRIES. 

+IF THE GOVERNblENT HAD TO PROVXDE,SUBSIDY’TO ALL INDUSTRIES, 
WE WOULD NOT HAVE ENOUGH FUNDS FOR ADMI;~ISTRATION,+ HE STRESSED.fl?k% 
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HE SAID ALTHOUGH IT WAS THE GOVERNMENT WHICH PROVIDED THE 

.udt SUBSIDY9 THE BURDEN WAS ON THE PEOPLE AS THEY HAD TO PAY HIGHER 
rfla PRICES FOR THE GOODS. 

AS SUCH9 HE SAID? THE MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIES Q4OULD NOT THINK 
TOO MUCH ABOUT SUBSIDY BUT RATHER SHOULD WORK TOWARDS INCREASING 
THEIR PRODUCTIVITY TO HAKE THEH MORE COHPETITIVE. 

HE SAID PRIORITY WAS BEING tIVEN.TO PRODUCTIVITY AS IT WAS THE 
KEY TO ALL ECONOMIC PROBLEMS. 

HIGH PRODUCT'IVITY WOULD NOT ONLY BE ABLE TO INCREASE lNCOMES 
AND XHPRCVE STANDARDS OF LIVING BUT ALSO NECESSARY 1O’HELP OVERCOME 
INFLATION AND OTHER ECONOMIC PROBLEHS. 

THE PRlHE HINISTER SAIO THE BELXEF THAT THE COST OF LIVING 
PROBLEH COULD BE OVERCOHE BY DEHANDS FOR PAY RISE AND ALLOWANCES 
WAS A flYTH, 

A RXSE IN INCOME WITHOUT 
INCREASE THE INFLATION RATE 
WOULD NOT BENEFIT ANYONE. 
--M(SRE 21261PA 
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A RfSE IN PRODUCTIVITY WOULD ONL,Y 
AND RESULT IN WAGE PRICE SPf.RAL WHSCH 
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XN VIEW OF THI39 HE’SAID, IT WAS THE RE3PONBIBiLIjY Of EVERYONE 
TO WORK TOWARDS INCREASED PRODUCtIVfTY. r' 

, HE HOPED THAT THE CAMPAIGN’LAUNCHED TOMIBHT WOULD LEAD THE 
NATION TOWARDS THE OBJECTIVE. 

DATUK SERI DR. NiHATHIR ALSO WANTED .THE PEOPLE TO CULTIVATE 
THE HABIT OF WORKING HARD TN WHATEVER THEIR VENTURES. 

HE SAID A WORKER WHO WORKED ,HARD WAS NOT ONLY RESPECTED BY HI 
EMPLOYERS AND TRADE UNION BUT’ALSO THE SOCIETY. 

HOWEVER9 HE REGRETTED THAT MANY PEOPLE WERE STILL NOT PREPARE 
TO WORK IN CERTAIN FIELDS9 SO HUCH SO- THAT THE COUNTRX HAD T.0 
ENGAGE FOREIGNERS 10 WORK TN THES,E. FIELDS.’ ‘+ ‘~ 

DID 
HE SAID SUCH AN ATTXTUDE SHOULD BE CORRECTED IF TClE+EOPLE 

NOT WANT ~0 BE DOMINATED BY FO'RIXGN~BS 04 ,THEIR $&&JN~RY. 
--BERNAHA 2129lPA 
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