
‘Mdiiysia has 
*l 

I# 

. ,  

. I  

I4 . ,kq,,.racial l 
- harmony’ ’ 

KUALA LUMPUR; 
Thurs. - Malaysia 
has succcedcd “more 
than anyone else” in 
achieving racial har- 
mony, Datuk. Seri Dr 
Mahat.h?r~~-~.~arn.~d 
saidtoday. 

Racial antagonism in 
the country has been re- 
duccd to manageable lev- 
els, the ‘Prime Minister 
added in his speech at an 
international symposium 
organlscd by the Keio 
University in Tokyo. The 
text of his speech was re- 
leased here. 

Since independence, 
there has been only one 
major racial clash and 
this too was controlled 
within a period of just 
over a year. And since 
then, “stability is palpa- 
ble”. 
I “Malaysia has in fact 

developed at a much 
more rapid pace after the 
riots of 1969 than before. 
This is not to say that the 
riots were necessary.” he 
said. 

“But itdid demonstrate 
to all the races in Malay- 
sia the folly of allowing 
narrow racialism to take 
over.” 

Pragmatism has large- 
lv won the dav since the 
riots and ever”y race has 
learnt that no single race 
can have all that it wants 
for itself. 

Datuk Scri Dr Ma- 
hathir said Malaysia can 
be regarded as doing well 
only when “everyone, 
every race, is fairly un- 
happy”. 

Should one particular 
racial group be very sat- 

isfied and happy, it could 
only mean that their 
wishes have been catered 
for at the expense of the 
other races. 

If this should happen, 
there is bound to be racial 
clashes, political instabil- 
ity and economic disrup 
tibn. 

He stressed that due ‘to 
the need to balance the 
wellbeing of the different 
races and prevent con- 
frontation and racial dis- 
turbances, development 
policies must be careful- 
ly formulated and imple- 
mented. 

And as timing is cru- 
cial, the Look East, Ma- 
laysia Incorporated and 
Privatisatlon policies 
and concepts could not be 
introduced earlier as 
they would ,have been al- 
most entirely unac- 
ceptable to the deprived 
Bumiputeras. 

These policies must be 
prudently implemented 
even now. 

The changes in Malay- 
sia (with reference to the 
achievements of the New 
Economic Policy) have 
been remarkable, partic- 
ularly so because it has 
‘been achieved under sta- 
ble conditions in a demo- 
cratic context. 

“Certainly a few newly- 
independent countries 
have achieved this much 
without resorting to to- 
talitarian styles and 
traumatic upheavals.” 

The Prime Minister 
said the question now is 
whether the nced was 
merely to implement the 
NEP or to do something 
more to achieve the twin 

aims of eradicating po- 
verty and restructuring 
of society to make it less 
reversible. 

“In other words, the ba- 
sic reasonscor causes for ’ 
the economic disparities 
between the races, and 
the inability up to now to 
be a developed nation 
must be studied, under- 
stood and, where neces- 
sary, corrected.” 

Something more than 
just development plans 
and their vigorous imple- 
mentation is needed. a 

“And it is thfit some- 
thing more which the 
Malaysian Government 
is after now. If that some- 
thing is not to be found at ,. 
home, then Malaysia 
must look abroad.” 

The sea&h for a for- 
eign model was not too 
difficult. The rags-to- 
riches story of Japan and 
South Korea is well 
knOl?fll. 

Malaysia may be said 
to be in the “rags” stage 
that Japan was in after 
the Pacific War and it 
cannot afford a slow evo- 
lution that characterised 
European development. 

The development must 
be rapid, to a certain ex-, 
tent even more rapid 
than that of Japan. 

Datuk Seri ‘Dr. Ma-’ 
hathir today inaugurated 
the Tokyo branch office 
of the Malaysian Trans- 
national Trading Corpo- 
ration (Mattra). 

The Prime Minister 
said the establishment of 
the office was not to com- 
pete with but to comple- 
ment the activities of the 
Japanese sogoshoshas. 
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