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~M&Afj(jQr FOR RELEASE AT 9.30 f’.t”i. TODAY (MOV.l7> 

KU&&C\ LIJ~~PUR~ NOV. 17’.CBERNAHA) -+‘DATUK SERP DR MAMATHIR 
~OHAMI”PAD SAID TONIGHT THAT THE COUNTd~‘-S-.EDU-CA”l~-~MI-SYSTEM--.HAD 
y.j;;tO~S THAT ENABLED THE VARIOUS RACES TO LEARN THEIR MOTHER 

THE ;)RIME MINISTER ALSO SAID THAT MALAYSIA? AS AN IfdDEPENDENT 
AND SOVEREIGN COUNTRY , HAD ITS OedN NATIONAL LANGUAGE - BAHASA 
MALAYSIA9 As A SYMBOL OF AND INSTRUMENT FOR ACHSEVIHG UNITY. 

LAUNCHING A SPEECH (MD ItSRSTI[NG COMPETITION IN BAHASA fIALAYSIA 
FOR THE ALL-MALAYSIA NATIONAL-TYPE CHINESE PRPMA+‘tY SCHOOL’S UNITY 
CUP, DATUK SERX DR MAHATHRI SAID THIS WAS AN ACCEPTED FACT. 

HE SAID AFTER A QUARTER OF A CENTURYI THE PRESENT GENERATION 
FROH THE VARIOWS RACES HAD MASTERED BAHASA MALAYSIA. 

HE WAS PROUD TO SEE HAPPY NON-HALAYS CONVERSING FLUENTLY AND 
EFFECTIVELY IN THE NATSONAL LANGUAGE% AN 9OHE WERE EVEN BETTER. 
TdAN THE MALAYS THEMSELVES. -- MORE 212&/SA 
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HE REMINDED THE MALAYS TO ENHANCE T&R MASTERY OF THE LANGUAGE. 

WHO 
DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR ALSO SAID THAT SOME NON-MALAY STUDENTS 

CAHE FROM THE NATIONAL-TYPE PRIMARY SCHOOL MIGHT FACE 
PROBLEMS BECAUSE THE TEACHING OF BAHASA flALAYSbA IN THOSE SCHOOL 
WERE NOT GIVEN. AMPLE ATTENTION. 

ALTHOUGH,THIs MIGHT ENABLE THEM TO LEARN THEIR MOTHER TONGUES 
‘BETTER THEY SHOULD NOT NEGLECT THE STUDY OF BAHASA MALAYSIA 

+BAHASA MALAYSIA SHOULD NOT BE LINKED TO RACIAL SENTIMEN;S BECAUSE 
MODERN MALYSIANS SHOULD NOT ONLY MASTER BAHASA MALAYSIA BUT ALso 
IF OTHER LANGUAGES IF POSSIBLEI+ HE SAID, 

HE SAID THE GOVERNMiNT WANTED MALAYSIANS TO BE FLUENT IN 
ENGLISH AS WELL, AND ALSO LEARN OTHER LANGUAGE3 SUCH AS ARABIC; 
FRENCH9 JAPANESE AND RUSSIAN. -- HORE 2134/SA 
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THE PRIME MINISTER ALSO URGED MALAYSIANS TO HAVE A POSITIVE 
ATTITUDE TOWARD!3 ISSUES TO DEVELOP A STRONG FOUNDATION FOR 
NATION BUILDZNG, SO THAT THE COUNTRY COULD TAKE ITS PROPER PLACE 
AMONG THE COMMUNITY OF NATSONS. 

HE SAID THE PRESENT ?lALAYSIAN GENERATION SHOULD BE RECEPTIVE 
‘TO ALL KIND'OF KNOWLEDGE AND SCIENCES. 

+IF WE ARE TOO BWSY WITH OUR SENTIMENTS WE WILL BE RICH IN 
9ENTIMENT BUT POOR IN KNOWLEDGE9 AND IN THE LONG RUN WE WILL BE 
THE LOSERS+* HE SAIQ. 

TOUCHING ON SECURITY, DATWK SERI DR MAHATHIR SAID IN A 
COUNTRY LIKE ~‘~ALAYSIAI WITH IT8 MULTI-RACIAL POFULATION THIS WAS 
OF UTMOST PMPQRTANCEI ESPECIALLY SINCE THEY HAD NEVER EXPERIENCE 
REAL CHAOS, BECAUSE ONLY THOSE MHO HAD SUFFERED AND LOST THEIR 
REACE COULD REALLY APPRECIATE THE VALUE OF SECUR1TV AND PEACE. 

HE SAID MALAYSIAN HA-D NO OTHER ALTERNATIVE.BUf TO LIVE 
TOGETHER IN PEACE. -- BERNAMA 211PCl/sA 
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