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KUALA LUMPUR, .Thurs. 
Prime Minister &tuk 

%rt Dr Mahathir Mohamadl- 
str~~e~tii~tlia~ere 
was no 0ppreGion of minor- 
ities in the country and 
neither were these minori- 
ties prevented from prac- 
tising their own cultures 
and way of life. 

“Unlike certain countries 
where the people in the mi- 
nority are op ressed 

s 
and 

are not allowe to practise 
their wav of life and cul- 
ture, this-does not happen in 
Malaysia. 

have the freedom and guar- 
antee to continue with their 
way of life protected by the 
Constitution,” he said. L 

The Prime Minister was 
spcaknm at the irizc giving 
ceremony for a tahasa Ma- 
laysia cloculion contest for 
national-type Chincsc pri- 
mary schools. 

Datuk Set-i Dr Mahathtr 
urged the pco le not to take 
the peace an s security en- 
joyed by the nation for 
granted. 

He said that in a multi- 
racial country like Malaysia 
where each community 

’ held particular sentiments, 
the question of peace and 
securtty was very imoor- 
tant. - 

. . 

He satd that the May 13 
incident showed how easily 
the peace could be shat- 
tered by irresponsible elc- 
ments who stirred up racial 
sentiments. 

He oointed out that hu- 
man beings, however, were 
never satisfied and “take 
for granted” the benefits 
cniovcd bv them. “Human 
td&s a& always greedy 
and when they are comfort- 
able. thev demand this and 
that with-oht taking into ac- 
count the negative effects 
which can make the exist- 
inn comforts disappear,” he 
satd. 

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir 
stressed that awareness of 
the question of peace and 
security must be cultivated 
among the people, especial- 
ly the children. 

“If we sow suspicions in 
their hearts about not beine 
able to live together in ha; 

~e~~X$ZZso~thilEr%~~’ 

fie pointed out that the 
countrv’s education svstem 
allowed opportunities for 
the different communities 
to learn their own mother 
tongues: 

“At the same time, as a 
sovereign nation, we have a 
national language, Bahasa 
Malaysia, which is thesym- 
bol and tool of umty. - 

“This has been acceuted 
and, after a quarter-of-a- 
century of independence. 
the gencrations of the var- 
ious races have mastered 
Uahasa Malaysia well,” he 
said. 

He expressed his satis- 
faction at the fluencv of 
non-Malays in the language 
and added: “Some of them 
even s eak 
the h4a ays. P 

it better than 

“In fact. there are factors 
which show that the Malays 
themselves must improve 
their capability in Bahasa 
Malaysia.” 

He said the question now 
was that some non-Malays 
go through primary nation- 
al-type schools where,, pos- 
sibly, Rahasa Malaysta re- 
ceivcd less attention. 

He pointed out that while 
this could help students 
master their own mother 
tongues,, in the national con- 
text thetr capability in Ba- 
hasa Malaysia should not be 
neglected.. 

The Prime Minister 
stressed that the question 
of language should not be 
tied to racial sentiments. 

“We must hold fast to the 
stand that modern Malay- 

sians should not only mas- 
ter Bahasa Malaysia but if 
able, should master many 
other languages. 

“As such. we must. ure- > 
pare our thinking and-the 
thinking of future genera- 
tions about the importance j 

selves as members of the 
international community,” 
he said. 

He called on the people to i 
face all challenges with a, 
positive attitude. “With the 
progress being achieved 
now, the new generation 
needs to increase its caaa- 
bilities to receive various 
tvoes of knowledge. 
-‘If we are onlyconcerned 

with scntimcnts, we will be 
rich in sentiments but lose 
out in terms of knowl- 
edge.. ,” Datuk Seri Dr 
Mahathir said. 

The Prime Minister also 
stressed that there was no 
alternative for the people 
but to accept that they had 
to live together and “decide 
our destiny together.” 

“Similarly, we have to ac- 
cept that no one person, let 
alone a community or:. 
group, can fulfil everyone 
of his aspirations. 

“It is not quite accurate if’ 
any one quarter feels thr’, 
another quarter has ful-; 
filled all its aspiration+ 
completely. 

“There is no such thin 
f 

as; 
absolute justice or abso ute. 
equality in this world. What; 
is present are efforts to im- 
prove a situation and we’ 
must work to improve the: 
situation from time to time. 

“The urimarv considera- 
tion is that the-interests of, 
the majority be looked after 
while taking into account 
aspects which are impor- 
tant to the minority. This is 
the basis of democracy “1 
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir; 
said. 
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