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KUALS LUMPURY NOV. 20 (BERNAMA)Y —- DATUK SERI DR. MAMATHIR
HOHAMAD SAID TONIGHT A SORRY FATE AWAITS THE ®ALAYSIAN &OCIETY IF
LCCAL WRITERS +IGNGRE THE VIBRATIONS OF THE DEVELOPMENTS+ TAKING

PLACE AROUND THEM.

‘ HE POINTED OUT THAT IR AXY CIVILIZATION, WRITERS WERE NOT JUST
THE SCRIBES FOR THEIR TIAES BUT ALSO THE SETTERS FOR THE TREND

OF THINKING OF THEIR SOCIETIES Yl MANY MATTERS.

+THIS FACT LSO HOLDS TRUE IN The NISTORY OF OUR SUCIETYs+
HE ADDED WHEN LAUNCHING THE BERITA HAHIAN LITERARY FELLOWSHIP HERE.

<IT WILL BE MOST UNFORTUNATE FOR OUR SOCIEYY IF OUR WHITERS
ARE INSENSITIVE Y0 THE PULSE OF THE DEVELOPMENTS OCCURING AROUND
THEMN AND INSTEAD DROWN THEMSELVES IN FEELINGS OF SORROW AND
HUMILITY. \

+IT IS ALS0 A GREAT MISFORTUNE FOR US IF OUR WRITERS ARE UNABLE
TO PLUMB THE SECRETS AND ENIGMAS OF THE SUCCESS OF OTHER '
COMMUNITIES FOR THE BEMEFIT OF OUR SOCIETY.+ -~ MORE

»
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NOTING THE +INVALUABLE+ CONTRIBUTION OF THE COUNTRY’S NRITERS '
TO THE MERDEKA MOVEMENT AND THE POST-MERDEKA FULFILMENTs DATUK SERI1
.DR. MAHATHIR SA1D THE PRESENT TIMES ABOUND WITH GREATER. CHALLENGES.
THIS WAS BECAUSE THE COUNTRY HAD SINCE THEN' MADE RAPID, STRIDES
IN PROGRESS IN A WORLD HARKED BY A RELENTLESB PURBUIT FOR PROGRESS
IN A MULTITUDE OF FORMS. : ‘
HE SAID IT WAB THEREFORE ESSENTIhL FOR HRITERB TO RECOGNIZE THEIR
REBPONSIBILITIES AND APPRECIATE THE FREEDOM GRANWED TO. THEM,
- +FREEDOM OR THE LIMITS OF FREEDOM WILL HAVE A GREATER BIGNIFICANCE
FOR WRITERS IN MALAYSIA WHO OPERATE IN THE UNIQUE ENVIRONMENT AND
 SITUATION OF A PLURAL SBOCIETY WITH 1TS DIVERSE RACESs RELIGIONS
AND CUBTOMS AND VARYING S0CIAL AND ECOMOMIC STANDARDS»+ HE SAID.
+AT THE SAME .TIMEs OUR SOCIETY AND COUNTRY ARE EXPOBED TO
EXTERNAL DANGERS WAITING FOR THE OPPORTUNITY T0 EXPLOIT THE : )
'WEAKNESSES WITHIN US.+ ,
THE PRIME MINISTER SAID THAT IN THIS REGARDs THE INTERPRETATION oF
FREEDOM OF WESTERN WRITERS WOULD LEAD TO NEGATIVE CONSEQUENCES AND
ENDANGER SECURITY IF ADOPTED OR USED. AB A YARDQTICK BY LOCkL '
WRITERS. -- MORE 2405/MB
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. HE REGREVTED THAT A BMALL NUMBER OF WRITERS B8TILL COULD NOT
CACCEPT THE TRUTH. B . , : T o

#THEY CORTINUE 70 ADVOCATE THE CONCEPT OF FREEDOM AS UNDERSTOOD
BY WESTEIM WRITERE DEGPITE BEING AWARE OF THE DELEYERIOUS EFFECTS
COF BUCK A FREEDON IN A MULTI-R RACLAL AND HULTI-RELIGIOUS COUNTRY
LIKE MALAYS LA

HE ARKED n“xrenq YO BERTODICALLY REMIND THEMSELVES THAT THE 1969
MAY 43 INCIOENY Waf CHISFLY THE RESULT OF CERTAIN POLITICAL

UL TING TN FREEDON OF SRZECH AND JPINION TO THE EXTENT OF
TRANSGRESHING THE LINLTS ATCEPTABLE TO BOCIETY WITH A PLURAL
CHARACTER. |

HE STRESSED THAT BECAUSE OF THEIR ﬁFECIAL POSITION IN THE
OCIEYY, WRITERS HAD #» EREATER RESPONSIRILITY IN PRUDENT USE OF
THIS FREEDDH,

THE PRIME MINISYER GAVE A4 ASSURANCE OF THE ‘GOVERNMENT’S REGARD
FOR BRITVERY &3 ITE +Go0OD rﬁ«bn1”~ N THE FIELDS OF MATIONAL.
ADMIMISTEATION and DEVELOPHENT, -~ wERE 2925/M8
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+1 MYSELF WILL ALWAYS WELCOME CONSTRUCTIVE CRITICISM AND FEEDBACK

FROM WRITERS, IRRESPECTIVE OF WHETHER THEY ARE LITERARY FIGURES OR

JOURNALISTS + HE SAID. |
""YSINCE WRITERS ARE GIVEN THE TRUST TO OPENLY ENJOY “REEDOM .

OF SPEECHs 1T IS INCUMBENT UPON EVERY WRITER TO UNDEF: ™D THE

LIMITS AND BOUNDS OF THE FEEDOM AS WELL AS TO ACQUIRE Vii CORRECT.

PERCEPTION FOR THE 'SENSIBLE USE OF SUCH A RIGHT.+ —-- BER. M4
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