Use your freedom

/ Ly

‘wisely: Dr M

KUALA LUMPUR,
Sun. — Datuk Seri Dr
Mahathir Mohamad
“tomight=reminded- lo-
cal writers to use their
freedom in an intelli-
gent manncr as they
have a responsibility
towards sociely, reli-
gion and themselves. .

“Freedom is a weapon.
It can be used advanta-
geously by responsible
people ur indiscriminate-
ly by irresponsible par-
tics,” he said at the
launching of the Berita
Harian Litcrary F(,ll()w-
ship here.

The Prime Minister

said the Government al-
ways regarded writers as
close friends in adminis-
tration and the nation's
development.

“I myself welcome con-
structive criticism and
fcedback provided by
writers, whether he is a
lltcrary man or a jour-
nalist.”

Shallow

As writers are given
the trust to practise their
frcedom openly, it is the
responsibility of every
writer not only to under-
stand the limitations of
this freedom but also to
cquip themselves with

A\

precisc knowledge so
that this freedom can be
practised intelligently,
he said.

Datuk Seri Dr Ma-
hathir also said writers
must equip themselves
with every available in-
formation ona particular
subject before they criti-
cise or summarise the
subject.

“Shallow and isolated
comments would not only
confusc readers but also
make difficult thé Gov-
crnment’s efforts to re-
solve the issuc. Writers
must understand what
they are doing and do it
responsibly.”

Datuk Seri Dr Ma-

‘hathir added that writing

' showed the writer's cour- -

good ar in support of
what the Government
was doing did not mean
becoming a propaganda
machine.

On the contrary, il

age, he:said.

“It is casy and popular
for writers to crificise,
especially if it is aimed at
those in power. But to
hear something factual
and good is difficult.
Writers who arc respon-
sible must be brave if the
country's development is
to continue. Social critics
must be brave in writing
the truth along thh criti-
cising the wrong.”

Writers, he said, must
also have wisdom, not to
twist facts but to differ-
entiate between good and
bad and to act responsi-
bly for the sake of nation-
al security and solidari-
ty.

Datuk Seri Dr Ma-
hathir warned that the
future would be more
challenging as conditions

“in the country are far

from developed and the
global community is con-
tinuously . competing for
development in the vari-
ous fields.

He said it would be un-
fortunate for society if
writers did not carec
about the existing deve-
lopment tempo. around
them.

“It would bc unfortu-
nate for us if our writers
could not find or uncover
the secrets or the rcasons
behind thc success of oth-
cr races.’

" Datuk Scrx Dr Ma-
hathir said freedom and

e -

its limitations are mere
important for Malaysian
writlers as they are work-
ing in a unique environ-
ment.

The peaple’s cconomic
and social status are not
on par. The pecople are
#lso cxposed to outside
threats just waiting to
exploit their weaknesses.

Negative

If frecdom as under-

" stood by the Western

writers is practised here,
it would lcad to negative
effects and threaten the
nation’s security.

He said it was mast un-
fortunate that there ex-
isted a small group of
writers who could not ac-
cept this truth,

Writers, he added,
must remind themselves
from time to time that
the main reason for the
May 13 incident was that
some political group at
that time was too enthu-
siastic with the freedom
of speech so much so that
they forgot the limita-
tions that could be ac-
cepted by a multi-racial
society.

Datuk Seri Dr Ma-
hathir said the freedom
concepl should be upheld
but reminded that abso-
lute freedom did not exist
anywhere.

“In the context of a so-
ciely, the freedom of a
party is only to the extent
that it did not threaten
the interests of the ma-
jority. A society or nalion
cannot, be regarded as a
laboratory to experiment
a social theory. We can-
not test the extent of free-

‘dom before it leads to de-
‘Struction.”
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