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The pcople carried banners with pictures of
the Prime Minister. They shouted “Hidup Ma-!
‘hathir” several times while he was delivering’
his speech which lasted some 45 minutes, to ex-
plain the issuc regarding the amendments.

By NURAINA SAMAD

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir said the power he
had was for usc by the rakyal and they could,
therefore, take it away from him.
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He said the Government did not want to seize

power from anyone as the power belonged to the
people.

“Leaders come and go but the people remain,”;

he said.

‘It was, therefore, unfortunate that some peo-

ple chose to exploit this issue for their own polit-
ical gains.

He said the confusion and doubts had been
cast further with the holding of rallies by these
people in two States. :

~ Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad said the
Constitution amendments were necessary to en-,
sure the rights of the people were not violated
and ignored.

He said the Constitution was drawn to deter-
mine the fate and future of the rakyat and it,
therefore, reflected their aspirations.

The Constitulion, shaped by foremost judges
from various countries, attempted to enshrine
the aspirations of the people who had fought for
independence.

“However, the judges arc also ordinary pco-
ple who arc not infallible. Although they are
learned, weaknesses can be found in the Consti-
tution,” Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir said.

Sometimes, he said, the writing does not re-
fleet the true situation. ‘
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der the progress of the nation, he added.

the progress of the nationDevelopment Minister Datuk
and thus the Constitution Rais Yatim.

- i Also present were Umno
ne{z)d;{iut}? %ee?,?%lgegfa_‘]{outh leader Anwar lbra-

: ; him, Selangor Mentri Besar
) . . . .. o+ -hathir said th -
There were certain things in the Constitution d the Govern

which were not specific, particularly with re-
gard to the power of the people through Parlia

Datuk Haji Ahmad Razali
ment had amended theAli, Pahang Mentri Besar

Constitution many times, Datuk Mohamed Najib. i
but each time it was

ment and State As-/aimed at ensuring that
* semblies and this had the asplrations of the peo-
.resulted in several;p.ﬁTga’;e?s‘?m; obicctive
events which af.feCtedibecause we do ndlt hold
the administration of! ;pg01ute power. We do
th'(lz‘hstfalgi?;nc Minisxtcrl‘n]ot do“}hi:;\gs a‘st 3,10 )
ease. ¢ represen e
said it was fortunate this gcople," he safd,
occurred only at State " Datuk Seri Dr Ma-
level. If it had occurred at hathir said he was not



	I don't want more power (NST 03/12/1983)

