The Constitution (Amendment) Bill, 1983, pered,” Datuk Seri

‘ has not yet received Royal assent be- Mahathirsaid. e e e

‘the Prime Minister has im-
sections of the amendments contained in the plied that it was not the £§gof,?:5 e he

Bill. Yang di-Pertuan Agong who gaid,

Because the Rulers did not agree that the (a5 toldiig up the Bills, as The Prime Minister rei
Yang di-Pertuan Agong could give his assent ports in foreign newspapers wonase. imieaticr o wowern’
to the amendments, the etforts of and magazines. ing the Constitation was to
Parliament up to then were hampered. Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir;smoothen the administra-

' STAR . said that he, as the Prime tion of the country “so that
— Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Minister, had explained the‘thege will not arise any mis-
Mohamad at the Dewan Rakyat yesterda rationale for the amend-uncerstanding over the
e owar y y. E - ments to the Rulers at the Provisions of the Constitu-

T v e i goﬂfe{(il‘lcg lof Rulers in tion.
. o . R .« s Kota abalu on Oct. 13] He added: “With these
KUALA LUMPUR, Fl'l' — Prime Mmlster;m_\d agpgaled to them tolamendments, the system of
Datuk S thir Mohamad made a give their consent to theiParliamemary -democracy’

A e s . P ‘Kingtoassenttothe Bill.  land -Constitutional monar-
10-minute Ministerial statement in the "¢ added that his expla-ichy will become more clear

Dewan Rakyat today on the Constitution nations and appeal, how-‘and specific. -

amendments issue , ever, were rejected by thei “But I regret that zhgn;e;
M . . . A R . tai . i

In a carefully-worded statement, the Prime Datuk Seri Dr Mahathi “‘f,a.féii awholrrh:sv%ontsalkcgz

Minister implied that: atuk Seri Dr athir, ‘%is opportunity to twist the

who is also Umno president,

withholding assent to the Bill, passed by Parliament gaod offices of the Umno P'¢-- : :
in August, but that the King could not give his as- Supreme Council to find a

‘@ It was not the Yang di-Pertuan Agong WhO Was said that he then sought the 15Su¢ and confuse the peo-.

U hen we‘re !Sm- "Rulers
Dr

X . . velopments to the Cabinet.:
cause the Rulers do not agree with several , [1is was the first time iy, this context, the Cabinet -

sent without his brother Rulers agreeing;

formula to solve the issue

® The Rulers had disagreed with the explanations of'and that ‘‘through this
the Government he had presented to the Conference of Umno lchannel‘,ﬂwe l:’,ff}'lel‘e,d
Rulers in Kota Kinabalu in October;, iseveral proposals which did

@® They had maintained
their stand in the meeting
between them and a five-
member Umno delegation
at the Istana Bukit Kayan-

gan in Shah Alam on Nov.'

0 when the Umno delega-
tion had made several pro-
posals to solve the issue
without affecting the dig-
nity (maruah) of any
quarter; and

@® The conciliatory state-
ment released by the Rulers
after the Nov. 20 Shah Alam
meeting was at the request
of Umno.

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
stressed that although the
Government was disap-
pointed that its efforts to
solve the issue had failed so
far, it was continuing to try
and seek a solution.

He also mentioned - that
except for the Constitution
amendments Bill, the other
seven Bills pased by Parlia-

ment during the session,

which ended in August had
received Royal assent. ™'~
(It is understood that:the

, Timbalan Yang di-Pertuan -

Agonlgu gave his assent to . yapg

‘ Bills in the State Assemb- of this effort.” ‘

. the Bills last Friday. -

This is beinF seen ‘as a
positive development by
the Government and ap-
pears to have allayed fears
that the 1984 Budget passed
by the Dewan Rakyat would
not receive Royal assent).

The Prime Minister did

'not tarnish the dignity of
any quarter.”

He said that the Rulers,
however, did not agree with'
not go into the details of the the proposals.
issue but MPs felt that his! . - .
statement was timely since! The Prime Minister said:
the amendments Bill, the new proposals consisted.
passed by them nearly four of changes to the original,
months ago, is still awaiting' 2mendments and it was:
Royal assent. thought that they could.

The Prime Minister said: @Vercome the concern of
“The Constitution (Amend- the Rulers. ‘
ment) Bill, 1983, has not yet , He did not elaborate on
received Royal assent be- the EI‘ODOSNS but reports!
cause the. Rulers do not Say thatthey consistedof:
agree with several sections. @ Extending the number,
of the amendments con- of days from 15 in the origi-
tained in the Bill.” ‘nal amendments to Article;

He said these sections 66(5) to 30 for Bills to be-|
were: .come law even if the King,

® The amendment to Ar-hasnot yet given his assent;

ticle ‘66(5) relating to the' @ Substituting the word.
Royal assent to be given by “Cabinet”. for “Prime Min-'
the: Yang di-Pertuan Agong ister”” in the original;
for Bills; iamendment to Article 150;!
_@®The amendment to Ar-and |
ticle 150 relating to the dec- - @ withdrawing ~ the;
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laration of an Emergency; amendment to the -Eighth|’

and-

'@ The amendment to .the:gf;iifﬂe witieh af.f?Cts. thei
Eighth. Schedule which . . L
touches on the assent to be Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir)

* glven tmthe Sultans andthe said: *‘The Government feit!

-Pertua Negri for disappointed at the failure

lies. . He added that to calm the'
“Because the Rulers didfears of the people, the:
not agree that the Yang di- Umno delegation requested:
Pertuan Agong could give the Rulers.to make‘a state-
his assent to the amend-ment and it was this state-
ments, the efforts of Parlia-jment which was later re-
leased in the name of the
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