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‘*IA3 TODAY, GRANTED AN XNT Ii 

SERNAMAl1- 
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BERNAkA REPORT R 10ZAN ISMAIL - 
F RVXEW WITH PRIME MINIsTER DATUII;_SE.RI..__D_R.~ 

?‘!AHATHIR M!3H_A,M.ADiD ,ON THE SIGNING OF THE CoNSTlTUTaD~~HEND~ENT S1LL.r 
~-i??fAi%--iHE EXECUTI[VE JET WHILE’ RETURNXNG HERE AFTER A SHORT VISIT 
TO’ TERENGGANU. ( / 1 

FOLLOWING Iii THE TRANSCRIPT OF THE ZNT’ERVSEWB 
‘3: CONGRATULATIONs.DATUK. THE PEOPLE ARE HAPPY AND I PRESUME YOU 

TOOT ARE HAPPY. 
A: THANK YQU TOO. (SMILE). BUT tidST OF ALL THAN?(S TO THE PEOPLE. 
Q:,AS A PRIM&,MOVER‘OF THE CONSTITUTION AMENDMENT BILL9 WHAT WAS 

YOUR IMMEDIATE REACTION WHEN YbU ,GOT ,THE WORD FRbl THE IdANA tON ITS 
SIGNING YERTERDAY)?, : ./ 

A!: 1, WAS RELIEVED9 ‘THAT’S ALL. 
I 

Q:. WWEN DID YOU HEAR. OF THE NEWS? 
,- t A: AT ,I P.M’. YESTERDAY; 

’ :’ .,’ ; 

‘Q: ,TO ‘WHOM DO YOU ATTRIBilTE FOR’THE S(lCCE’Bi 1N SECURING‘ THE ROYAL 
4iSENT ;’ I I , 

/ A: kVERYBODY 1NC.LUDING‘ THE PEOPLE, -- 

’ Q: COMING TO YOU+’ WHAT DOES THIS SIGNIFY TO YOU,, HAVING SAID THAT 
“Oq ARE RELIEVED. 

A: .FIRSTLY I. FEEL RELIEVED SECAU~E’O~HERWLSE THIE WILL DRAG ON AND; 
IN THE PRCJCESS THiNGS MIGHT BE,SAXD AND DONE’WHI’CH CANNOT BE UNDONE. 

B: THE TfMRALAti YANG DI-F’ERTUAN AGONG HAS M,ADE A STATEMENT SAYING 
THAT YOU HeD PR(>MISED ITO AMEND SOME OF THE CONTROVERslAL PROVISIONS *’ 
IN THE BILL. 

. 

A: WELL? LT IS A’i STATED IN THE XSTANASTATEMENT. --MORE 1’8DS/MD _- -.._ _ 
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f3: IT IS NOT QUITE CLEAR. 
#’ 4: WELL ‘I WHAT I HAVE DUNE XS 7% PUT DOWN 1N NRITING.lN LAYMAN’S 

‘TERMS THE SOLUTION TO ,TtiE PROBLEMI IN TERMS OF FORTIFYING THE 
AMENDMENTS AND’ AS THE RULERS WANT A,ti UNDERTAKING THAT THIS WILL EE’ 
DONE7 I GAVE A/WRITTEN UNDERTAKING. WE WILL CARRY OUT WHAT ‘WE 
PRcJMfSED TO DO. I 

Q! RIGkT NOW AS THXNGS STAND,‘.THE A?lENDMEN?S:PPSSED BY PARLIAMENT 
HAVE BEEN GAZETTED? 

A: YES THEY ARE GAZETTED, AND’THEY ARE OPERATIVE NOW. 
Qt WHEN THE RAJA HU’DA OF PERAK MET YOU TO P,RESENT. THE CClUNTEP -- 

PROPOSALS~ YOU SAID THE GOVERNMENT GAVE ITS, VIE&X’ TO BE CONVEYED TO 
THE’lR’JLERS. CAN, Y?UT TELL US THE--EVENTS LEADING TO THE ROYAL ASSENT 
YESTERDAY.? ~ .’ 

A; WE GAVE A WRIT~N PRDPosALAN~ THEY STUDIED THE PROPOSAL AND 
MADE CERTAIN COUNTER -, PROPOSA‘LS. HE EXPRESSED,OUR VIEWS ON THESE 
COUNYER. -- PROPOSA’LS AND As YOU.KNOWI FINALLY OF COURSEI THE RULERS 
ACCEPTED,THE WRITTEN PROPOSALS TkAT.WE HAVE MADE’.THAT’S ALL. THERE 
WAS NO MODIFICATION TO THESE PROpOSiiLS. 

Q: THE PRCIPOSALS YOU MADE,’ IN Y,UUR. LETTER TO. THE YANG DI-PERTUAN- 
AZ,ONG ON DEC. 9?’ i 

. 
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! , : 
A: IT’ WILL BE SOLVED,. NOW IT.’ is VERY:’ CLEAR. EVEN. AFTER THE 

AM,ENDMENTS ,TC) THE AMENDMENTS ,ARE MADE ,’ THAT VAGUENEE’S WILL NO, LOldGEW 
E3E THERE. , ‘. 

Q: WILL, THIS 0~ XN, WRITING OR JUST A VERBAL ASSURA cE?, 
A:, THE POINT IS .THAT THE, VAGVA,GUENESS tiSLL ,NO LONG R BE THERE. 

THE 
Q:; ON TOMORROW’S UMNO SUPREME) COUNCIL MEETING3 ‘WILL YOU DECIDE ON 

DATE WHEN ,THE SPECIAL SESSION OF THE PARLiEMANT RE HELD. 
A: WE WILL DECIDE ON THE DATE WHEN THE DEWAN:WIiL SIT. 

THE 
Q: W’XLL. THERE BE,, A SIMULTANEOUS SITTING OF THE DEWAN RAKYAT AND 

DEWAN, NEGARA? 
A:,WE WILL DECIDE TOMORROW. I WILL ALSO INFORM THE UMNO SUPREME 

COUNCIL MEMEBRS ON THE ,RESULT NOW. THE-MEETING WAS CALLED IN ORDER TO 
INFORM.THE COUNCIL’ 0~ THE RESULTS ACHIEVED BY THE TSME THE MAJLIS 
TERTINGGI MEETS. 

Q: $ACK TO THE”SPECIAL SITTING, WILb IT BE HEl.D’~EFORE YOU LEAVE 
FOR UNITED STATES ‘EARLY, NEXT YEAR. / / ‘- 

;: .YEE I’ THERE’S PLENTY OF, TIME, ,_ \ 
: IN THE MEANTIME,, WILL YOU BE GOING 

P&(jPLE’m 
! ROUND TO EXPLAIN TO THE _~ 

A: WEL’Lr UMNO AS WELL AS E$ARISAN NAS’IONAL WXLL HAVE. T’O’ EXFLAXN TO 
THE PEQPLE. AT,AN APPRORIATE,TIMEv I WILk CALL ON, Aj BARlSAN,NASIONAL 

,MEETING TO iXPLAIN;TO THEM. I HAVEN’T DECIDED YET’.WHEN TO HOLD THE 
,MEETING. \ .’ 

IQ: BUT THE MEETING wxLL ALSO 0~ ON. 
“., 

A: WELL9 WE HAVE TO HAVE A MEETING.' IT. IS NOT TO SAY THAThEY - 
;,+HAVE NOT BEEN INFORMED., THEIR;.LEADERS HAVE BEEN, INFORMED9 THEY ,ARE- 

FULLY ‘AWARE. ~‘UT.‘A,.‘F~MAL ,M’EETINC OF THE BAR~SAN NASI~~W HAS NOT 
2EEN. HELD’, --MORE,.Li8$.2,./.MD _i, _..U .,i.~: 
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Q : SOME PEOPLE CLAIM cRE.DIT THAT ‘THEY FLAYED A ROLE IN 
I !?ESf?!,!IING THE PROBLEM. CAN YOU SET THE RECORD STRAIGHT.? 

A:. WELLS. THEY CAN CLAIM NHAT:THEY LIKE. ANYONE CAN MAKE ANY p’ ,I : (“1 ‘.I. M . BUT 1 THXNK YOU ARE THE BEST JUDGE. SO ARE THE PEOPLE. YOU 
t~l;!w’E BEEN FOLLOWING TkIS THING VERY CLOSEiY. 

f-i : K0W THAT THXS HAS BEEN SE~TLED~ WHAT IS YOUR MESSAGE TO . 
.W“ PEOPLE? ’ 

k : THEY StwLir’ REMA,IN CALM. THEY SHOULD BE THANKFUL To GOD THAT _ : 
THl$ ?VOBL.EM HASBEEN SOLVED. A$ I’HAVE SAID PREVIOUSLY, THE PROBLEM. 
:Xii BE SOLVED IN THE USUAL MALAYSIAN WAY AND AS YOU CAN SEE? 
1-1’ WAS. 

Q : AS’FAR AS I CAN REMEMBER? THIS IS THE FIRST TIME THAT AN 
43Zi?;:!M!:NT Yl:r AN AMENDMENT IS MADE AND BROUGHT AGAIN TO PARLIAMENT. 

4: Nor NO-. THAT BILL IS NOT’ BROUGHT TO PARLIAMENT AGAIN. THAT 
BILL IS NOWTHE LAW. A NEW BZLL IS COM.ING UP. THERE SHOULD BE 
110 MISTAKE ABOUT THIS. THERE IS NO QUESfION,OF BRINGING BACK 
A UtILL AND AMENDING IT;, THERE IS,GOING TO BE A NEW BILL THAT IS'AN 
4MENDMENT TO’THIS BILL. THAT IS DIFFERENT.. WE ARE NOT.TAKING 
THE BILL BACK BECAUSE THERE IS NO*PROVISION’ IN THE.CONSTITUTION 
FOR TAKING THE BILL BACK TO PARLIAMENT IF IT IS NOT,SIGNED, SO A 
3ILL PASSED BY PARLIAMENTS ACCORDING Tci’ THE-LAW MUST BE MADE VALI6: 
AND MUST BE EFFECTIVE. NOW THAT BILL IS EFFECTIVE.THERE IS 
NOTHING TO PREVENT THE’GOVERNMENT FROM PFfeSENTINC THE NEW BILL WHICH 
AMEN”L:S THE OLD BILL. AFTER ALL? WHEN WE AMEND THE CONSTITUTIONv THAT 
IS ?RECISELY WHAT WE ARE DOING - WE HAVE PRESENTED A NEW BILL 
TO PMENI) THE CONSTIf.Uf-ION. SO NOW1 THAT AMENDMENT HAS BECOME A PART 
OF THE ‘Z2biSTI.TUTZON. -- MORE 1355/SA , 
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A NEW BILL WILL NOW BE BROUGHT TO PARLIAJlENT AND THAT. BILL WILL 
AMEND THE CONSTITUTION,. .IT .IS THAT PART OF fT THAT HAS BEEN , 
RECENTLY AMENDED. BUT THERE ARE Xl OTHER AMENDMENTS TO THE 
CONSTITUTION WHICH’ARE NOW PART AND PARCEL OF THE CONSTITUTION. 
SO THERE IS NO FIRST TIME. THIS HAS BEEN DONE BEFORE. WE ARE 
FOLLOWING EXACTLY THE PREVIOUS PRACTICE.WE ARE CALLING A SPECIAL 

MEETING IN ORDER TO MAKE THIS AMENDMENT TO THE AMENDMENT TO .THE 
CONsTfTUTION, OF COURSE, WE HAVE HAD’SPECIAL MEETING8 BEFORE SO THIS 
IS NOT UNUSUAL. 

Q: ONE OF THE PROVISIOkIN THE AMENDMENT IS THE SETTING .UP OF 
A SUPREME COURT. DOES THIS MEAN THAT WILL BE NO HORE APPEAL TO THE 
HIGH COURT. 

A: Nor THAT IS AN ENABLING PROVfS’IONm~ THE &UAL‘ADMINISTRATIVE 
- ACTION WXLL.HAVE,TO $E TAKEN IN ORDER TO IIIPLEMENT THAT PROi)ISION. : 

SIMILARLY, THE ,APPOINTMENT OF TWO,‘DEPttTY SPEAKERS WILL NOT BE DONE’ 
.’ IlylMEDl~TEL~,. IT,. WI&L ,&’ DQNE’J.l’J DU.E...C-~ClpSE.,..~,:;r---BERNAMA 1900/S.A,- _ ,_ _ 
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