KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. —|Thursday, four monins a.
L!)'utuk Serr Dr_Mahathir'ter it was passed by Parlia- ¢d that the King acts on the
Mohamidjdisinissed alléga- ment.
“tionsTthat the Government  Royal assent was given Minister given the respon-
and Umno had given in woafter o compromise for- Sibility by the Cabinet.
much tu the Rulers and had mula to end the” impasse _ Asked to comment on the
backed down in resolving was presented to the Rulers Statement by the Sultan of
the Constitution amend-by Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Kelantan that he regretied
ments issue, ) n a letter to the Yang di- that the Bill had been
The Prime Minister andPertuan Agong and the Tin- signed, Datuk Seri Dr Ma-
Umno president said the is-balan Yang di-Pertuan hathir said: “This is not a
sue was solved “a la Malay-Agone on Dec tb oo+ - question of being happy or
sian” through compromise, - Datuk Sen r.Mahathic no g a question of lega-
“In a negotiation, it is n(»‘r‘,b‘“d loday that the, Rulers . jjpjaq v
just one side “which gives:had given a verbal under- ]
out suggestions but  botl 12king that they would not.  Asked if there were in the
sides. The suggestions giv? withhold Royal assent with-ISupreme Council any of the
en Mmay be accepted or re-0ut a4 good reason' 1o Bills"“traitors and opportunists’™
jected. passed “by the respective'he had sad obstructed ef-
“The solution of the issue State Assemblies. forts to find a solution, he
was through a compromise’  “That is good enough. All replied: “As far as | can
formula involving bmhf'_hU Rulers have ,becn - s¢e, they have all given
sides,” he told reporters af- formed about this verbal their support.”
ter chairing a special Umne undertaking and 1 see no
Supreme (Efuunul meeting reason why it shuuld not be
al party headquarters to- adhered to,” he said.
day. " Conlirming reports about
He rerterated that the the changes to the amended
compromise formula did Avticle 66(5), the Prime
not jeopardise the principle Minister said essentially
of parliamentary suprema- the difference would be
¢y 1 a system of parliamen- thatsinstead of the 15-day
tary democracy and consti- Qime it contamed in _Ihe
tutional monarchy. amendment, the deadline
“As | have said before, would now be extended to
that principle is not up for 30 days. .
negotiation,” he said. He said that if Royal as-
Asked whether 1t was sent was withheld, it would
true that he had rejected be deemed to have been giv-
certain conditions which en after that time. The new
the Rulers imposed before lhll~“w.ou]d also contain a
the Bill could be given Roy- provision allowing the King
al assent, he replied: “Since 1o register his disapproval,
it has been given assent, of any Bill, after which it,
that does not come up. [ Would be sent back to Par-’
leave it 1o you to guess hamc_n( for furlhcr‘dcbutc
(what  the  conditions and if passed, -again pre-
were)."” sented for Royal assent.
There has been specuta-  If assent is again with-
tivn that the Rulers wanted held, the Bill would become
a written undertaking from law after 30 days with as-
the Prime Minister that fu- sent being dechmed to have -
ture adnunistrations would beengiven. 4+ )
ot bring up the matter of) The Prime Minister said:
Article ‘150 and the Eighth™If the Dewan Rakyat feels
Schedule. ‘that its original decision
It is belicved that this was correct, then within 60
condition was told to the days (30 days after present-

He said Article 40(1) slax-"‘

advice of the Cabinet or any’

Prime Minister in his meet-
ing with the Raja Muda of
Perak, Raja Tun Auzlan
Shah, on Tuesday.

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
reportedly told Raja Tun
Azlan that he could not give
such a writlen undertaking
as he could not tie the hands
of future Prime Ministers.

He s believed 1o have
pointed out that he had giv-
en his word that the amend-
ments to Article 150 and the
Eighth Schedule would be
repealed an o« speclal ses-
sion of Parliament. '

‘The Constitution (Amend-
ment) Bill was given Royal
assent by the Timbalan
Yang di-Pertuan Agong on

ed for assent and another 30
days to, again present the
Bill for Royal assent) the
Bill will become law.

“On the other hand, I feel
it will be a good thing for!
the Dewan Rakyat to also
consider the views of the,
Yang di-Pertuan Agong!
should he present his views
or objections,” he added.

On the repealing of Arti-
cle 150, which deals with:
the power to declare an
Emergency, the Prime Min-
1ster said that according to.
the Government's legal ad-
visors, there were other
provisions in the Constitu-
tion that said that the King
bad to act on the advice of
the Cabinet.
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