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*"" he present any views or
objections.”

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. — The Rul- .t 1¢ 5e0d3 he BIl

ers have given a verbal undertak-
ing that they will not withhold as-
sent unnecessarily to Bills passed The Prime Minister:
by State Legislative Assemblies.:

would have to explain
why and the House has to
make a decision.”

said the amendment to

{Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad isaid dropped as the Govern
today the amendment to Schedule Eight of goine 28066 with lega

.opinion that in proclaim-

the Federal Constitution would be dropped ing an emergency, the
with the understanding from the RulersKing is bound by Article
that assent would not be withheld without 40 (1) which states that

any reasonable excuse..
That amendment would have made all Bills of the Cabinet or of a Min--

the King “shall act in ac-
cordance with the advice

passed by a State Legislative Assembly law af-ister acting under the

ter 15 days, with or without the Ruler’s assent. general authority of the’

But with the understanding from the Rulers, Cabinet...”

this amendment would be repealed in a new

Datuk Seri Dr Ma-

Constitution (Amendment) Bill to be presented h"’tgi'; said there was no
to Parliament in a special session on Jan 9 and pese 19F & veraal Upcer

10.

When asked whether he was satisfied with just a
verbal understanding, the Prime Minister said, “It is

good enough.”

“We have gone through a very educational process
and I think this verbal understanding will be adhered
to,” he said at a Press conference after chairing a two-,
hour meeting of the Umno Supreme Council.

He said from what he
understood, all the Rul-
ers were aware of this un-
derstanding.

On why the Govern-
ment had not asked for a
written undertaking, he
said, “We trust the Rul-
ers.”

For the first time, the
Prime Minister officially
announced that the new
amendment to Article 66
(5) would provide that
Bills passed by Parlia-
ment would be presented
to the Yang di-Pcrtuan
Agong and within 30
days, he can give his as-
sent to the Bills or regis-
ter his objection.

Difference

If there is any objec-
tion, the Bill will be re-
turned to Parliament for
further debate, taking
into consideration the
King's.views. Once
passed and presecnted to
the King again, the Bill
will become law after 30

taking that the King
would not act unilateral-

ers) understand the
implication of the origi-
nal provision.”

On the discrepancy on
the question of royal as-

days, with or without the
King's assent.

Datuk Seri Dr Ma-
hathir reiterated that
even with the compro--
mise, “the authority of
Parliament is supreme
and that's not negotia-

* ble”

“If the Dewan Rakyat
feels that its original de-
cision is correct, within
60 days it can pass this.
Esscntially the differ-
ence is that instead of 15
days, it now takes 60
days.”

“The provision in the
Bill signed on Thursday
would make a Bill passed
by Parliament law after
15 days, with or without
the King's assent.

The Prime Minister
said on the other hand he
felt “it would be a good
thing for the Dewan Ra-.
kyat to consider the
views of the King should

Article 150 would also be

ly in proclaiming emer-:
gency as “they (the Rul-

% »1«\' , Y {!/,t
-sent at’the ¥ederal ana: - - isei-
g}ate levels, the Prime' But the Umno disci.,
inister said the differ-’
ence between the Federal fﬁgﬁgﬁ: y‘:;: eh(:;.delr)régg
and State Constitutions i
was duo t labelled as traitors if
laas S “tc d_o_main-m"ade there is evidence against
w, “not divine law. them. :
The disciplinaly com-
mit‘:ee has also yet to
: ‘make a report to the Su--
When asked to com- i
‘ment on the Sultan of J 035;:;?,? Dcaci\l;]? cs::m(: IA;;]LS
:llsrf[sl remark yesterday;Rahman who had written
: al tmm') wasused as & an open letter to the
ool to pit the Malays Prime Minister protest-
?gﬁﬂéﬂ .thB Rhljllelk‘ls. Da- jng against the amend-
uk Seri Dr Mal athir ments.
fftexg.tol‘}:l;'erybody,ls. enti- Asked about the effects
3 OWI} opinion.” the just-ended controver-
On the fact that a few Sy would have on Umno,
Sultans were not happy Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
over the signing of the said, “Umno is perfectly
Bjll, he said, “We're not healthy and able to man-
talking about happiness.-age itseif. I don't see any
We're talking about le- problems.”
galities.”. b Umno deputy president
. - tuk Musa Hitam inter-
The Prime M ter oo i :
also said thai sirllgéstgz rupted herc saying the
problem over the consti-‘supreme Council today
tutional’ amendmentg 124, unanimously con-
" wag solved, there was no g:;ti:é;\tt eo(; t}gg Efat.;:ti
‘ ?ﬁ:‘}t rfgirtogg’nw;oo ﬁ:g%?ﬁ and his success in solving

“What man makes, he
can undo.”

' structed the search for a L¢,Problem and had giv-

en its support to what he

sclution. 'had done and would do.
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plinary committee will
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