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Datuk Seri Dr Ma-
hathir Mohamad' said
here today that only a
system based on the
pcople’s voice can
guarantee justice in
Malaysia. There is no
other way.

“The feudal sysiem is
over,” he declared 1o loud
cheers from more than
80,000 people who had
turned up to meet him at '
the historic Padang
Pahlawan here.

Speaking from a plat-
form facing a jaded sym-
hol of Colonisation, the
Stadthuys built by the
Dutch in 1650, he said:

“Those who ignore the
people’s voice will suffer
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1
because we want the peo-
ple to determine their
own future.

“Altheugh we are inde-
pendent, an indepen-
dence that ignores the
people’s voice is mean-
ingless.”

He warned those who
were determined to
create anarchy in the
country now that the

Constitution Amendment |

Act has been enforced.
“The rakyat's way is
very simple. They chose
the people who arc torule
the country. If the choice
is found not to their liking
they can choose again.
“That is why 1 would

like all of us to retain the
system of the people’s®
voice. This system is the
only thingithat can guar-
antee justice in the
country. There is no
other way.”

He said shouts of “Hi-
dup Mahathir” werc not
important but what was
important was to shout
“Hidup Rakyat” whercu-
pon the crowd responded
by shouts of “Hidup Ra-

‘kyat”™.

“It is not Mahathir who
makes the rakyat but the
rakyat who made Ma-
hathir.

“I am very certain our .
wishes will be achieved

‘with the Constitution

Amendment Bill issue
settled.
“But there are many other

‘things for us Lo do. We should
‘now concentrate on develop-
'ing the country. For this we
need to have the kind of enth-
‘usiasm shown here today.”

He urged the peeple not to

forget the spirit and enthu- .

‘siasm which they had dis-

‘played and which had result-

ed in the sctilement of the: Dtk Seri Mahtahir said
Constitution Amendment pone of the principles of the
IBill issue. original amendments was
i The Prime Minister alsogaprificed. "It is only that we
isaid that some leaders who'changed the period from 15
'had fought together with theys 60 days.”

ipeoplie had to do it behind the "He yrged the people not to
i scenes because of the sensiti- listen to rumours that their
! vity of the iasue. leaders had backed down

He described Trade and In- from their demands.
dustry Minister Tengku Ah- “It was the Malaysian way
mad Rithauddeen as the of doing things and was not a
“Malaysian Kissinger” who withdrawal or sacrificing of
‘ had shuttled to and fro trying principles'. It was our way of
'to find a settlement of the is- compromise while the other
sue. ’ proposals too were not re-
. “We know his contribution ceived without deep think-
and beliefs on this matterbuf ing.
there are some who say that “We did not compromisc
they did not have to show anything at the expensc of
support for the rakyat in thewhat' we had wanted. The
open. people who sald those things
- “They say the rakyat wanttherakyatto feel cheat-
knows that they support theed and also to maka.me re-
rakyat but sometimes if the veal certain details in a way
rakyat cannot see, il is quitethat will anger the other
hard to believe. P .

. “It is important, no maitter, “Ifthis happens once again
‘how little, for the leaders tothere will be a conflict
‘come out into the open and between the two sides.” The
show their support. Prime Minister was angry

“Tengku Ahmad Rithaud-with a local daily which had
deen has done a valuable said that although the Con-
thing. The others, even if stitution Amendment Bill is-
they do not come here to Ma- sue had been signed, it would
lacca, need to show up at still be an issue In the cam-
other placey at least. This is paign for the Umno leader-
very important as we also so- ship elections on May 25.
Imetimes wish to sec our “The newspaper tried to
ileaders. It is not enough to bring this matter up hoping
see them only on television.” to increase its sales.

The Prime Minister said 'The crowd roared “close
ithare were people who said-the newspaper” and Daiuk
that the popular support Seri Dr Mahathir said: “I
‘shown by the people was would like to remind these
false and thal they were people that we are liberal

iforced to come. . _and give them the right to
" “These quarters are trying publish. But they should not
to create other issues sinceithink that just because we
the amendments issue had gre soft, we are weak.
been solved. They are also  “We can revoke whatever
trying to play on emotions t0'permits we have given. I
jkeep the Rulers and the peo-hope they will be a bit polite
iple apart. 4 because we do not want this
} , e ma&t}erdto betexplotit&d. to b
= “We do not want this to be
L NO Sacrlflce used to divide the good rela-:
o - tions between the Rulers and
- "If they want to know the people or among the peo-
whether the people support ple themselves and more im-
.us or not they can come and portantly between Umno and
sec.” ~ Umno.

He said the people must “They would like to see
show that they are united Umno split because they
and that nobody can deny know it is the backbone of the
them their wish. party that rules this country.

“Both the MCA and MIC “They will be happy to.see
supported the amendments this if they succeed in mak-
but there are some quarters.ing Umno fight with Umno
who say this support was and it can no longer play its
non-existent.” role.”
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