“Datuk Seri Dr Mahathlr said he had
KUALA LUMPUR’ Sat — The decided to personaly explain at large
mammoth explain-to-the P€O- rdlies instead of over television, why
ple rallies have been neces- the Government had tabled the Con-
sary to head off trouble- sttution amendments (three of which

inciati did not find favour with the Rulers).
makers insisting that the“It was not to raly support for me t)o

usurp other people’s power, the issue was ail about,” he said, monvgsto the Govern-
the Prime Minister tolda (There have been six rallies -at Alorgl?’}‘t‘ actions were
cheering crowd toda 48 Star, Bagan Datoh, Sereraban, Klang, th y "Ylmg to confuse
hours befgore the controv)ér’sial (Batubpa?at and Malacea since [ate No- ﬁgﬁ;’g the rallies. But it

L OEl! vember. ! -
Constitution amendments go- He said the Government had made go"l‘l’fzt‘fk‘l’g‘g‘iﬁg’ ‘hDe ‘t‘“’l;
before Parliament for re- minor amendment to the Constitution geri ahathi ol

i because one of the clauses was not tha DM 4
amer(lidlng. 1 clear. Because of this, there were a stood the PSoPLe under

And toroars of approval from ¢ ] 4

carl, amendments
LY incidents which questioned the ef- and x5,
12,000 people a the Jaan RaJS"Y@t-ﬂ%%,qss N and supported them full;

0 \ e ecause of this!
Muda Stadium, Datuk Sri Dr Ma- 1ack of clarity cenifed On gupoort that the Govetar:?
the'

hathir Mohamad sternly warned where the power should be, and there ment was able o splue |
anyone trying to topple the Go- has been ‘a,,‘wlsusg qtrgo er on some problem,” he sad, dma%
vernment by illegal means that 0CCaSONS" tie sald. "This happened at that It Was a problem th
thev would be cru It wag Da. Sae level. If it had hapﬁneed at. fe- had been blcown out of
tuiy Seri Dr Mahathir’é] first it deid 'Reeliitionuld have had grave Prqogcérrtltoenrssby “certain
~Sn S RS ! . consequences.” .
cial visit {0 the federal capital. ") seri Dr Mahathir sid when  He said the amend-
the will of the peoplé mugt remain su- Mal%/sa became independent, it was mentsto the Constitution
preme. A Government which was. vor- decided that the country WOuh|d be a wire- a, small Thager in
N Gould also D€ Vot but 5y parliamentary democracy with a con- Comparison with Singa-
gge ngﬂ}iln(,jgdzitb)%mute 'p'oiiv{.}{"l,t anygﬁétﬁutional monarch as Haga}a of State. Qore’s separation from

] ) alaysia in 1965, “The
inheriting't without being elected by .« i ;
the people “Will not_be afraid of the However, because of a certain people were not’ asked

¥ EThie eness in some of the clauses of then,” he said. “They ac-
rakyat, r}]\e added. l.Th's is wh ml\'é‘c‘}he Condtitution, there have 1 mis- cepted it because if was
laysia Chose a parliamentary demoC-jnierpretations so much so that it ap- for their good It is also
racy. peared that Malaysia did not uptlod.

8 JAN

o
19

S

— says
Dr
M

parliamentary democracy and that
Parliament had no power,”

The Government, he stressed, was
not .trying to usurp anyone's power
but was trying to correct matters
which were not clear in the Constitu- ing unity amon
Government was trying to become a dictator. but 1o explain what on; The people who ascribed sinister

he said.

for their good that they
accept the Constitution
amendments.” )
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
said that the amendments
have been “passed” and
the Government had giv-
en its word that they
would be re-amended sO
that they will reflect _the
Rulers” views. The
amendments will be ta-
bled at a specid sitting of
the Dewan Rakyat on

Monday. )
After Monday, he said,
there could be no more
accusations that any, one;
party had been ignored.

He also said that the
amendments to be tabled
on Monday were no dif-
ferent from the original
amendments but weré be-
ing changed nevertheless
because this was what the
Rulers had wanted. He
sad the new amendments
were proof that the people
could and were prepared
to “‘give-and-take.”

There was ,onl% one
principal on which the Go-'
‘vernment wéuld not com-
Promlse: ~and that was
hat the will of the people
must be supreme.

“In a modern world, we
respect the voices of the
majority and not that of
the minority,” he said. “If
we ignore the majority
and listen to the minarity;
.there will be dissatisfac-
:tion amongst the mgjority
'which will"have grave im-
iplicatigns  for the
country. '

“We do not care if oth-
ers ?X/ we_have won or’
lost. What is important is
that Malaysia and its peo-
ple win." ]

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
aso called on the people
to be prepared to make
sacrifices because they
would reap the benefits a

a Ilqtg Sigl?lt?t was the exist-|
the ra-
kyat which would sustain
them through hard times.
Among the welcoming
crowd a the Jaan Raga
Muda_ Stadium (formerly’

‘the TPCA Stadium) were'

government servants
who had been left off
from work early, and
members_and officials:
from the Federal Territo-.
ry Barisan Nasional.
Under . the oringinal Con-:
stitution amendments
passed by Parliament in

‘August, the decision to de-

clare an Emergency lay
only with the Prime Min-,
ister and the assent of the
Yangt di-Pertuan Agong
and the Rulers was no
needed for legidation to
be passed.

Royal Assent to the
amendments was held up’
while’ the Government
and Rulers discussed mo-
difications.” Finally, on
Dec 15, Royal Assent was

iven on the condition

at the amendments be
modified this month.
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