
KUALA LUMPUR, Sat - The
mammoth explainato-the peo-
ple rallies have been neces-
sary to head off trouble-
makers insisting that the
Government was trying to

- says
Dr
M_.,, .___. ,__

UatUK berl UT Mahathlr said he had
decided to personally explain at large
rallies, instead of over television, why
the Govcrnmcnt had tabled the Con-
stitution amendments (three of which
did not find favour with the Rulers’).
“It was not to rally support for me to
become a dictator. but to exnlain what

parliamentary democracy and that
Parliament had no power,” he said.

The Government, he stressed,  was
not .trying to usurp anyone’s power
but was trying to correct matters
which were not clear in the Constitu-
$0”. The people who ascribed sinister.-

usurp other people’s power, the issue was ail about,” he said, motlv~s  to the Govern-
the Prime Minister tOId a (There have been six rallies -at Alor ment  s actions  w e r e
cheering  crowd today, 48, Star, Bagan  Datoh, Sererrlban,  Klang, Only’  trymg to confuse

hours before the controversial vember.)Batu Pahat and Malacca since late No- th~~~~~~e  rallies. But it

COUStitUtiOU amendments go. He said the Government had made a was “lear fron? the tur-
before Parliament  for re- minor amendment to the Constitution $Fit a~rth&!~~~$i;D~~$
amending. because one of the clauses was not that the people  under:

clear.  Because of this, there were a stood the amendments
And to roarS Of approval  frof” few incidents thich questioned the ef- ,and supported  them fully12,000 people  at the Jalan RaJa f

Muda Stadium, Datuk Sri Dr Ma-
ec lveness  of.the.Constitution,_.  .__t’

"It is because of this;
“The -1aCK 01 CmltY Cenmd On suppOrt that the Govern_

hathir Mohamad sternly warned where the powe?  should he, and there ment was able to solve the’
anyone trying to topple the Go- has been ‘a ‘misuse of
vernment  by illegal means that
they would be crushed. It waL&

occasions,” he said. “T K.
ower on some problem,” he said, adding
1s happened at that it was a

state level. If it had happneed at. fe- had been
roblem that’

b own out ofP

tuk Seri Dr Mahathir’sj first deral level it could have had grave Proportions by “certainoffi-~consequen;es~~~
Z2Z3-60i&X3eraI  capital.

q u a r t e r s . ”

To cries of “Betul!  betul!” he said Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir said when He said the amend-
the will of the people must remain su- Malaysia became independent, it was ments to the Constitution
preme. A Government which was vot-, decided that the country would be a were’ a, small ,matter  in
ed in could also be voted out but ,,,!,parliamentary  democracy with a con- colp?ar*son  wlfh Singa-,
one nolnmg aDsolute  powei, anyonestitutional monarch as Head of State.
inhcritin it without being elected by
th& peopfe  “will not be afraid of the

Ro,ie,;si,Se~~~~~~  fan
“However, because of a certain people were not’ asked

,-&ynt,” he added. “This is why Ma- vagueness in some of the clauses of then,” he said. “They ac-
the Constitution, there have been mis- cepted jt because it was

laysia chose a parliamentary democ-.
racy.”

Interpretations so much so that it a - for their good. It is also
peared that Malaysia did not upho d _f

for their good that they
accept the Constitution
amendments.”
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
said that the amendments
have been “passed” and
the Government had

l?
iv-

en its word that t ey
would be re-amended so
that they will reflect the
Rulers’ views. The
amendments will be ta-
bled at a special sitting of
the Dewan Rakyat on
Monday.

After Monday, he said,
there could be no more
accusations that any,.onc:
party had been ignored.

He also said that the
amendments to be tabled
on Monday were no dif-
ferent from the original
amendments but were be-
ing changed nevertheless
because this was what the
Rulers’ had wanted. He
said the new amendments
were proof that the people
could and were prepared
to “tzive-and-take.”

Tiere was only one
principal on which the Go-’
vernment  wrtild not com-
promise: and that was
that the will of the people
must be supreme.

“In a modern world, we
respect the voices of the
maJority and not that of
the minority,” he said. “If
we ignore the majority
and listen to the minority,’
.there will be dissatisfac-
:tio! amongst the majority
which  will have grave im-
#plications for the
country.”

“We do not care if oth-
ers say we have won or’
lost. What is important is
that Malaysia and its peo-
ple win.”

Datuk Scri Dr Mahathir
also called on thd people
to be prepared to make
sacrifices because they
would reap the benefits at
a later date.

He sala It was the exist-.
ing unity among the ra-
kyat which would sustain
them throueh hard times.

Among tie welcoming
crowd at the Jalan Raja.
Muda Stadium (formerly’
,the  TPCA Stadium) were’
government servants,
who had been left off

%~b~r”,n?rbr,lc$~,
from the Federal Territo-.
ry B a r i s a n  Nasional.!
Under the original Con-:
stitution amendments
,passed  by Parliament in
August, the decision to de-
clare an Erzergency  lay
only with the Prime Min-,
ister and the assent of the
Yang di-Pertuan Agong
and the Rulers was not
needed for legislation to
be passed.

Royal Assent to the
amendwents  was held up’
whiic’ the Government
and Rulers discussed mo-
difications:Finally,  on
Dee 15, Royal Astint was
given on the condition
that the amendments be
modified this month.
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