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’MOHA[!__AD EXPRESSED CONFIDENCE TODAY THAT THE NATION’S ADHINISTRATION
WTLL M® LONGER BE IMPEDED BY DOUBTS OVER THE PROVISIONRE™*“DING
THE ROYAL ASHBINT FOR DECISIONS MADE BY PARLIAMENT WITH THEY »ASRAGE
OF THE CONSTiTUTION (AMENDMENT)BILLs 1984.

THE_ PRIME MINISTER 8AID THE GOVERNMENT WAG ALSO CONFIDEw™
EVENTS TH#AT OCCURRED IN CONNECTION WITH THE CONSTITUTION #&#:Sip~
MENT ISSUE A!3 A RESULTY OF SUCH DOUBTS IN THE PAST FEW MONT!: HOULD
NOT RECUR. .

TABLING THE CONSTITUTION (AMENDMENT) BILL 4984 IN THE DEwWaAN
RAKYATs HE SAID THE AMENDMENTS CLEARLY STATED THE WAYS TORERGLVE
ANY DEADLOCK | F THE YANG DX-PERTUAN AGONGDID.NOT AGREE WITH &Y
OF THE SILLS PASSED BY PARLIAMENT.

HE SAI D THAT UNDER THE ORIGINAL PROVISION OF-ARTICLE 6&(3> OF
THE CONSTITITIONy PARLIAMENT COULD NOT TAKE ANY STEPS BASEDOM THE
CONBTITITION To RESOLVE THE rProOBLEM OF THEY ANG DI-PERTUAN
AGONG’' 8 REFUSAL TO GIVE ASSENT TO ANY SILLS PASSED BY PARLI AVENT.
--  MORE 1442/BY -
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THE PRIME MINISTER 3AID THE NEW AMENDMENTS WOULD ALSO PROVIDE FOR
THE YANG DI-PERTUANAGONG TO OBJECTTA ‘-ANY BILL PASSED BY
PARLIAMENT.
~ “THIS MEANS THAT THE OBJECTIONSOF THE YANG DI-PERTUANAGONG WILL
BEDERATED IN PARLIAMENT 5 SOMETHING THAT HAD NIVER SEEN DONE
E'Y PARLIAMENT,’'' HE SAID.

HE REMINDED THAT WHILE THERE WAS NO DIRECT PROHIBITION ON MEMBERS
OF PARLIAMENT FROM MAKING SPECIFIC CRITICISMS AGAINST THE YANG
DI-PERTUANAGONG AND THE RULERS.MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE AND
STATE ASSEMBLIES HAD NEVER INVOLVED HIS MAJESTY AN@ THE RULERS
DURIMG THE DEBATE OR OTHER SPEECHES IN ACCORDANCE WITH CUSTOM AND
TRADITION. =~ MORE 1705/HM
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HE SAID THAT THOUGH THIS WAS A DEPARTURE FROM CUSTOM AND
TRADITION.IT WAS PERMISSIBLE UNDER ARTICLE 3¢(2) OF THE SEDITIONS
ACT .

THE ARTICLEs AMONG OTHER THINGSs STATE THAT AN ACT:«SPEELCH,
WORDSy PUBLICATION OR OTHER THING SHALL. NOTRPEDEEMED TO RESEDITIQUS
BY REASON &MLY THAT IT HAS A TENDENCY:?®

TO SHOW THAT ANY RULER HAS BEEN MISLED OR MISTAKEN IMAHNY

. OF HIS MEASURES:

. TO POINT OUT ERRORS OR DEFECTS IN ANY GOVERNMENT QRIONSTI~
TUTIOM AS BY LAW ESTABLISHED. OR IN LEGISLATION ORIN THE
ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE WITH.AVIEW TO THE REMEDYIMG OF
THE ERRORS OR DEFECTS? AND

. TO PERSUADE THE SUBJECTS OF ANY RULER OR THE INHABRITANTSOF
ANY TERRITORY GOVERNED BY ANY GOVERNMENT TO ATTEMPTTO
PROCUREERY LAWF'JL MEANS THE ALTERNATION. OF AMY MATYEFRIN
THE TERRITORY ©F THE RULER OR GOVERNED BY THFE GOVERNMEN]

AS LAW ESTARLISHED.

THE PRIME MINISTER SALD THAT THE SEDRITION ACT WASSTILLIMFORCE
A N D MPS MUST EXERCISE CAUTION WHEN MAKING CRITICIMS INGOSLVINA
THE RULERSOR THE GOVERNMENT.

MORE 1730/A2
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'TRECAURE THE RULERS DY NOT TAKE PART IN THE DEBATE. THE
CGOVERMMENT I8 RESPONSIBLE 7O REPUT THE CRITICISMS AND IF NICESSARY
TAKE LEQAL ACTION UNDER THE APPROPRIATE ACTs'’' HE ADDED, .

THE PRIME MINISTER SAID THAT CERTAIN CONSTITUTION EXPERIT FELT
THAT NEW AMENDMENTS GAVE NEW POWER TO THE YANG DI-PERTUAN AGONG
TO PARTICIPATE DIRECTLY IN THE DRAFTING OF LAWS. o

ON THE OTHER RHAND, HE SAID» THERE WERE THOSE WHO WERE OF TRE
VIEW THAT THE YANG DI~PERTUAN AGONG AS A MATTER OF FACT HAD TuE
POWER NOT TO GIVE ASSENT TO ANY BILLS PASSED BY PARLIAMENT.

MEVERTHELESS . WHAT WAS CLEAR WAS THAT UNDER THE ORIGINAL
PROVISION OF ARTICLE 64 (5)y PARLIAMENT WAS NOT "ABLE TO TAKE apnv
MOVEE TO RESOLVE THE PROBLEM OVER THE YANG DI-PERTUAN
AGONG' S REFUSAL TO GIVE ASSENT TO THE BILLS PASSED, HE BAID.
-MORE  1732/HM :
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DATUK SERI DR. MAHATHIR WAS THANKFUL THAT THE PROBLEM OVER _
THE AMENDMEMNTS HWAD BEEN RESOLVED IN A GIVE-AND-TAKE MANNER. AND
THE DESIRE OF THE GOVYERNMENT TO RESOLVE THE MATTER COULD 81 SEENM
FROM THE PROPOGALS IT MADE.

NEVERTHELESSYy HE SAIDy THE PRINCIPLE THAT THE ELECTEDR
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE PEOPLE HAD THE FINAL SAY WAS RETAINLD
DESPITE THE COMPROMISE. .

THE PRIME MINISTER SAID THAT THE MATTER SHOULD HAVE BEEN
RESOLVED WITHOUT THE DEMONSTRATIONS AND CONFUSION WHICH HWAD IN
SOME WAY AFFECTED THE RELATIONS RETWEEN. THE RULERS AND THE
PEOPLE. . .

HE SAID THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR THIS MUST BE BORNE BY THOGE WHO
PURFOBELY TRIED TO CREATE PROBLEMS WHEN IN FACT THERE SHOULD BE
NONE . " ' , : o

' THESE PEOPLE CAN BE SAID TO BE OPPORTUNITIES WHO WISH 70 SEE
THE GOVERNMENT AND THE COUNTRY BESET BY CATASTROPHES.’' HE '
ADDED, ~- MORE 41732/HM : * .
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THE PRIME MINISTER SALD THAT IT WaS NOT THE INTENTION OF THE
GOVERNMENT TO AMENT THE CONSTITUTION INDISCRIMINATELY BUT BECAUSE
THE PERICD FOR THE DELINEATION OF THE ELECTION CONSTITUENCIES
EXPIRED LAST YEAR. .

HE SALD THE OPPGRTUNITY WAS TAKEN TO REVISIONS WHICH WERE
NOT SPECIFIC OR WERE INADEQUATE, INCLUDING ARTICLE 46 (5.

THE NRIGINAL PROVIGION COULD BE INTERPRETED AS PARLIAMENT
ACTUALLY NOT HAVING POWER AND THE NATION RULED BY THE RULER WHO HAD
ULTIMATE POUWER AND WAS NOT SURJECT TO THE CONSTITUTION, HE SAID.

LE ADDED THAT THIS HAD CREATEL INSTANCES IN SOME STATES WHICH
AT ORE TIME WERE SULED NOT IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE LAUWS.

THE EVENTS THAT OCCURRED FOLLOWING THE PASSING OF THE CONSTITUTION
CAMEMDMENTY DILL LAST YEAR CLEARLY SHOWED THE INADEQUACY OF
ARTICLE &6 (5 HE BAID. S |

WE SAIL THE GOVERNMENT'S EFFORTS OF SEVERAL MONTHS 7O DRAFT THE
PILLS WEPE MAMPERED AND IN ADDITION AROSE THE QUESTION OF WHETHER
MALAYSIA REALLY PRACTISED THE SYSTEM OF PARLIAMENTARY DEMOCRACY AND
CONSTITUTIONAL MONARCHY. -~ MORE  1332/HM | _
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DaTlk SERI NP, MAHATHIR SAID THAT FOREIGNERS AND EVEN
CERTAIN MAGAZINESs HAD BECOME ROYALISTS +IN THE TWINKLE OF
AN EYE+ AND GAVE ENCOURAGMENT TO CERTAIN GROUPS S0 THAT
& PROLONGED CRISIS WOULD PREVAIL IN MALAYSI1A.

WITHIN THE COUNTRY, HE SAIDs OPPOSITION PARTIES AND SEVERAL
PEOPLE WHO HAD LOST FAVOUR TOOK OPPORTUNITY TO HOLD DENONSTRATIONS
OSTENSIBLY TO SHOW THAT THEY TRULLY SUPPORTED THE SYSTEM OF

0 M RCHY .

ABSHEU;iIDoggAT BECAUSE THE OPPOSITION PARTIES AND THOSE PEOPLE
STARTED THE DEMONSTRATIONS, THE GOVERNMENT PART HMAD TO HOLD
RALLIES TO ER&SE THE DOUBTS FROM ITS MEMBERS AND THE PUBLIC., --
BERNAMA 1200 /MM '
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