Mahathir
rightto
-make. comments i

S e o
ALA LUMPUR.
Mon. — People have,
the right to pass re-
marks against the
Rulers and the Go-
vernment if it is to
show that a Ruler has
been misled or mista-
ken in any of his mea-
sures and if it is to
point out errors or de-
fects in any Govern-
ment or Constitution.

Datuk Seri Dr Ma-
hathir Mohafmad3aid to-

ddy, quoling the Sedition
Act, 1948. He said what-
cver remarks Or com-
ments that were legiti-
mate for the Rulers were
also legitimate for the
Govcrnment and vice-
versa.

The Prime Minister

said that while it was se-
ditious to bring hatred or
contempt or to excite dis-
affection against any
Ruler or Government,
the Sedition Act. also
made exceptions.

Clarify

Under Section 3 (2) of
the Act, an act or a
speech is not seditious if
11 1s:

® To show that any
Ruler has been misled or
mistaken in any of- his
measures.

@ To point out errors or
defects in any Govern-
ment or Constitution...
with a view to the reme-
dying errors or defects.

® To. persuade the sub-
jects of- any Ruler or the
inhabitants of any terri-

on

the Sedition Act in the
provisions on excep-
tions,” ‘said the Prime
Minister in presenting
the Bill to amend the
Constitution.

However, he advised.

ticipate in the debate and
the-Government would be

tory governed by any Go- reqnonsible to refute all

vernment to attempt to. .
nd Jif n ,

procure by lawful means (OTREIC, I AtoR*e0ed,
e alteration of any mat- DatuksSeri D Ma-

ter in the territory.. hathir also said that alth-.

Datuk Seri Dr Ma-ough no legal proceed-
hathir made this clarifi-ings can* be insituted
cation when he said it ‘against a Ruler, this did
would be unavoidable for not mean that a Ruler:
Members of Parliament was free to commit any;
to make comments dur-crime, torture anyone
g the debate on any sta- seize property, or jump’,
tement made by the'their debts.

"Yang di-Pertuan Agong: “It does not mean that

giving reasons for his ob-iany act that is viewed as’
Jection to a Bill that has wrong by the ordinary
been presented to him for rakyat is not wrong for
assent. ‘the Ruler.” N
“According to our cus+¥ He was commenting on
tom and tradition. MPs'a letter to him by the MP,
and State Assemblymenfor Jelutong, Karpal
have never involved the Singh, who had asked
King or the Rulers in any what protection a citizen

debate or speech. had’ against assault by a
“But this is allowed by Ruler:

wu
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