
Prime Mintster’s  dtscns-
stons wtth Secretarv o f
S ta te  Georgci  Shultz ivere
held I” B “frtendly and con-
sttucttvi” atmosphere and
touched  on “a WI& ranfei;f
bilateral. tef_gotuIl  a n
tcrnational  issues of mutual
concern.”

They admitted prtvately.
however, that they had been
surpttsed by the tone and
content of a speech given
by Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
on Thursday mght  before
the World Affairs Council
111 Wast~nl#ton.

Hrs attacks on the Kca&tn
:1Jmltltstration’s  poltctes
towards the Thtrd  World
beetle t,, have touched a raw
nerve. Washmgton  has been
urowmg  mcreasingly scnsi-
tlvc to Third World crttt-
cism of the way it handles
dcvcloping  nations aj well
as the conflicts in the Mid-
dle East and Central Amer-
ma.

“11~ minced no words, but
we’re s t i l l  very good
I‘r1cn& and see eye t” eye

on a lot of thmgs,”  said a US
offtcial.

Ife added that The vtstt
was “fruitful, postttve.  and
1lf’lUt.”

.fhc Prune Munstcr l e f t
hero yes te rday  a f te r  d
three-day offictal  vtstt dur-
mfi whtch he had wtde-rang-
tng talks with President
l<unald  Keagan a n d  semot
offictals.

After being recerved  at
the pentagon with full milt-
tary honouts.  Datuk Seri Dr
Mahathir, who is alSo  De-
fence Mtnistcr, discussed
the strategic situation in
South-East Asta and the
confltct in Kampuchea wtth
Dcfence Secretary Caspar
Weinberger. officials said.

‘The Unibed States has re-
cently expressed grave con-
cern over increased Sovtet
military activity m the re-
gion and has been looking at
the posstbtltty of mcreastng
its military nnl to the re-
kton’s  pro-Westero  nattons.

On Wednesday, followmg
a meeting with Datuk Seri
Dr Mahathir, Mr Reagan
made a point of praismg
Malaysia’s “economic dyna-
mism” and its “flourishing
democratic institutions,”
observers noted.

last year, durtny  a tour of
several Asian countries. Mr
Shultz went to considerable
lengths to reassure leaders
there. He told them that the
untted States was neither

deaf nor mdtffetent  to thetr
problems.

Of!‘tctals  in’ Washmnton
stressed. howcvcr.  that-the
FJnitcd  States’ capactty  :o
;,rovnlc  economtc  au1  to the
fhtrd World was sever+
itmited  by internal budget-
ary constramts.

They  admitted that tt
would be politically risky,
particularly in an election
year, for hlr Reagan to ask
Congress  to approve a sig-
nificant increase in the for-

.ergn aid budget.

_

Datuk Serr Dr Mahathtr
also accused the Reagan ad-
ministratton of not
enough attention to P

aying
t te “le-

gttimate asptrations” of the
‘Third World nattons.

‘Yt IS truly unfortunate
that a great country hke the
United States all too often
stands on the opposite side
agamst  small Third World
countries.” he satd. adding
that Amertcan  leaders were
opposed to tnternationat
economic and monetary re-
forms aimed at aiding the
developing nattons.

He  a l so  s t r o n g l y  de-’
nounced  the Reagan admin-
tstratton’s tendency of plac-
mg “too much emphasis” on
keepmg tts adversaries at
bay through mtlitary
means, and not enough on
the “legitimate hopes and
aspnotions” of the Third
World. -AN’.
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