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WASHINGTOY, satll —
American officials  sought
yesterday to plav down re-
purts of o sharp disapgree-
aent berween the Umited
States and Malaysia, follow-
mg o ostinging  attack on
Washington's  attifude
towards the Third World by
atuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mo-
i q s

State Department offi-
cials stressed that the
Prime Minister’s discus-
swons with Secretary, of
State George: Shultz were
held ina*friendly and con-
structive™ atmosphere and
touched on “a wide range of
bilateral, regional and in-
ternational I1ssues of mutual
concern.”

They admitted privately,
however, that they had been
surprised by thé tone and
content of a speech given
by Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
on Thursday night before
the World Affairs Council
m Washington.

His attucks on the Reagan
administration’s policies
towards the Third World
seemto have touched a raw
nerve. Washington has been
prowing_increasingly sensi-
tive to Third World cniti-
cism of the way it handles
developing nations as well
as the conflicts in the wmid-
die East and Central Amer-
ica.

“He minced no words, but
we're still very good
friends and see eyeto eye
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on alot of things,”saidaUS
official.

He added that the visit
was “fruitful, positive, and
upbeat.”

The Prime Minister | eft
here yesterday after a
three-day official visit dur-
ing which he had wide-rang-
ing talks with President
Ronald Reagan and semot
officials.

After being received at
the pentagon with full milt-
tary honours, Datuk Seri Dr
Mahathir, who is_also De-
fence Minister, discussed
the strategic situation in
South-East Asia and the
conflict in Kampuchea with
Defence Secretary Caspar
Weinberger, officids said.

‘The Unibed States has re-
cently expressed grave con-
cern”over increased Soviet
military activity mn the re-
ion and has been looking at
the possibility of increasing
ItS military aid to the re-
gion's pro-Western nations.

On Wednesday, following
a meeting with” Datuk Seri
Dr Mahathir, Mr Reagan
made a point of praising
Maaysia's “economic dyna-

mism”’ and its “flourishin
democratic institutions,
observers noted.

Last year, during a tour of
several " Asian countries. Mr
Shultz went to considerable
lengths to reassure leaders
there. He told them that the
United States was neither
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deaf nor indifferent to their
problems.

Officials in’ Washington

r . _however, that-the
United States’ capacity 1o
provide economic aid to the
Third World was severcly
iimited by internal budget-
ary constraints.

They admitted that it
would " be politically risky,
particularly in an election
vear, for Mr Reagan to ask
Congress to approve a Sg-
nificant increase in the for-

.eagn ad budget.

Datuk Serr Dr_Mahathtr
also accused the Reagan ad-
ministratton of not paying
enough attention to thie “fe-

ttimate asptrations’ of the
“Third World nations,

4115 truly unfortunate
that a great Country hke the
United "States al too often
stands on the grpposte side
agamnst smal Third World
countries.” he said, adding
that American leaders were
opposed to international
economic and monetary re-
forms aimed at aiding the
developing nations.

He also strongly de-
nounced the Reagan admin-
istration’s tendency of plac-
ng “too much emphasis’ on
keepmg 1ts adversaries at
bay through military
means, and not enough on
the “legitimate hopes and
aspirations” of the Third
World. — AFP.
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