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© PARIS: The curre { Datuk Scri Dr Ma-
visit of Prime Minis® hathir Mohamad has rei-
. ter Datuk Seri Dr Ma- terated that Malaysia's
‘ hathTr amad t .size should not relegate
; = Y O her to being a4 merc fol-
rrance and his recent! jgwer of degisiohs made
visits to Canada and o ot

. A by others. “-° TR

the United States un- ~He said:*Siull théugh
derscore Malaysia's we may be, wé intend to
determination to play, actively participate in
ifs role ininterna- the political and econo-
tional affairs. mic life of the commun-

' Impaticnt with the lack 1ty of patlons in an inde-

bf w 'ill of the various™ in® pendent manner.

tern ational organisati ons; .

in i1 mplementing resclu-! Detente : -

tion: s arrived "at dur ing

coni ‘ercnces, Malay sia -“We do not cxpect and

has committed itself to have no illusions about

the ¢:ause Of world pe ace ¢xetting a decisive in-

andi:henew internatio nalfli€nce on the global

ccon omic order. C? uation.” he Sali)d Wherf]
Fo rasmall count ry, addressing members o

the missionm uyy be the Washington Forcign

scoff ed at us being qui xo- I'0licy Association.

tic or * al best looked uyson . Many agree there is a
sympathetically. But basis for comparing the
Malaysia IS determined Present situation with
not to |et the general iner-'that in the 1930s. There is
tia and despondency the worsening political
among Third worid situation an§ the aban-

"'Malaysiaﬁi’s united with

S

tion,” he told aPress con-
ferencd before leaving -
Washington.

Malaysia will continue’
other Third World coun-! to urge the US to revigw..
tries as victims Of an «,p. its Opposition tothe Third _
just and inequitable econ- World On such issues as
omic system that seeks tB€ new international
to deny us the legitimate economic order, the Law
rewards of our labour ‘0ftha:S€a Treaty, Antar-
and natural resources.” ¢ tica, ;multilateral.trade

At the same time, Ma- negotiations and -more”
laysia is a member of the reccntly Unescouy
Non—AIiﬁned Movement It ;will ‘continue to ‘per-
and fully shares its ,p. suade.the United States'.
horence Of big power poli- that it cannot ignore the
tical and economic bully- PIQ in seeking a'solution
ing and manipulation. to the Palestinian issue.

%’his, however, does not As g superpower, the Un-

revent it from enjoying itcd S_tate_s must continue
ﬁ)ng—standlng close, and to maintain contactswith
cordial relations with the 'other superpowers
West with which it sharestowards the settlement of
-a committment to demo-: such question as Kampu-
cracy and the free enter- chea and Afghanistan.
prise system. i Thc dCSlI‘C_ for the up-

In fis efforts t0 achieve grading of bilateral rela-
its forcign policy goals, tions through frequent.
Malaysé % guided by contacts and dialogues™
moderation, This 15 underscores the Prime

issue

‘based on the conviction Minister's belief that the’
"that justice and ¢quality United States has a con- -

for all nations in confor- Structive role to play in
mity with the UN solving international is-

‘l

[threat-now. that ii* has a
base in Vietnam.

" In fact, Malaysia wecl-
‘comes other navies, ‘as
long as the Soviet Union
““is not so free” in the re-
gion. But all powers
should respect Asean's
Zone of .Peace, ¥reedom
and Neutrality concept
‘and leave the- region
alone.

This is one of the issucs
discussed .during the
meeting between the”
Prime Minister and US;
Secretary of Defence, Mr’
Caspar, Wcinbcrger. at
the Pentagon.

On the recent visit of
the Seventh Fleet to the
region, Malaysia said it
hoped t0’ see more such,
visits. X

The United States sces
“the creative leadership™
of Datuk Seri Dr Ma-

‘hathir as instrumental in

developing the US-Asean
understanding’'& tin.

US Assistant Secretary’
of State for East Asia and
Pacific Affairs, Mr Paul
Wolfowitz, applauded the
skill with which Malay-



countries IN this regard donment Of the mechan-
influence its decinion to isms for dialogue and de-
contribute {owards peace tente. One after the other,
in the world. in close succession. the
Malaysia is convinced. Major arms limitation
that in‘an era Of height- talks have been disband-
cned big power rivalry cd amidst much recri-
and confrontation, y¢. mMination and accusation.
miniscent of thel1930s The trend towards the
just before World War degeneration of interna-
Two, the Third World tionalreclations has to be
countries -- the silent arrested. Malaysia is
majority asit were -- thus sceking a peaceful
MuSt No longer be silent. and stable international
More S0 when the threat cnvironmenl based on
of a nuclear holocaukt justice and equality for
hangs over the world. all nations.
Jusfice

It is apparcnt that the
United Statesis'the cor-
ncrstonc of a policy
aimed at preserving de-
mocracy and the free en-
tcrprisc system. Malay-
sia believes that the
Unilcd States has the ca-
pacity, the political will
and the influence to

strive for world peace.

As an Ascan nation,
Malaysia is committed to
pcace in the region and
wants a quick seitlement
of the Kampuchean prob.
lcm. As a country with a
predominantly Muslim
population it is naturally
sympathetic with the
struggle of the. Palestin-
ian people for their just
and inalicnable rights.

As a small developing,

Third World country,

Charter is a primary and sues that threaten peace.
fundamental necessity On Southeast Asia, Ma-
for genuine and enduring laysia welcomes the' US
international stability. _.military presence mere-
Malaysia believes that/1y asamovetowards ba-
the United States, can Lancing the Russian
contribute to peace in
Southeast. Asia and the
Middl¢ East and.'at the
same time help reduce
the tension between the
developing and deve-
loped nations in the
North-South dialogue.
Malaysia has “upgrad-
ed” its relationship with
the United States
through frequent con-
tacts and dialogues. That
is all it can do without
losing its identity as a
non-aligned nation.
In his discussions with
President Ronald Rea-
gan and .other top ‘offi-
cials of the United States,
the Prime Minister was
free and frank and can-
did at times.
To him this is the hall-
mark of, the close rela-
tionship between the two
countries. Through the~
continued dialogues and
contacts. Malaysia will
seck to influence the.
Americans towards
achicving'its objectives,.
“This is better than
adopting a confronta-. ~
tional attitude. ‘We don't
want to’ quarrel with the
Americans just because
we are a non-aligned na-

(%4

Minister Pierre

sia conducts diplomatic
affairs.
“So while ‘it is good
news, it is news, and |
think it is also attributa-
ble to the US, current po-
licy as regards Southeast
and East Asia.
“Whether from the se-
curity, economic or poli-
tical ‘standpoint; the na-
tions of the Pacific Basin’
are_rapidly assuming a
position of major impor--
tance to the United
States, not only regional-
ly but also in a global
sense,” said Mr
Wolfowitz,
Besides econoniic rea-:
sons, it is this quest for:
peace that took the’
Prime ‘Minister to Can-!
ada where he declared.
Jhiscsupport _for. Prime,
Tru-:
deau’s peace initiative in-'
volving the need for a:
dialogue between the big:
powers On arms reduc-i
tions. ,

This is also one of the
reasons for Datuk Seri Dr

Mahathir’'s visit to

France. France-is this
Eear’s president of the
EC and isalso playinga
key mediatory role in the
‘crisis in the‘Lebanon.
According to the Prime
Minister, respect for so-
vcreignty, territorial in-
tegrity, non-interference,
self-determinatibn and &
fair and equitable econo-.
mic system could bc the
basis-for .new Bill of
Rights. SN
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