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From‘ ZAINON  A‘H’MnD
DAVOS, Sat. - Wes-
tern countries must
avoid using their own
values when judging
the democracy prac-
tised by the devclop-

ing  na t i ons ,  Da tuk
Sex-i  Dr MahathZB-
hxti-~~-~zcday.
“3% said it was their fai-
lure to avoid this that re-
sulted .in their seeing po-

l ic ics  imDlemented bv
the develohng  nations a’s

improper, and undemo-
cratic. 1

This hah in some ways
contributed to the failure
in the North-South dialo-
gue.  the Prime Minister
said when asked why the
democratic practices of

I Third  world c o u n t r i e s
were not up to Western
standards.

Datuk,,  Seri Dr Mahathir
said it was wrong for the
Western countries  to judge
the democracy practised by
the developing nations as
“democracy of oppression.”

He said Weslern countries
were generally  inclined to
criticise a Third World Go-
vernment as “oppressive”
whenever thcrc  was a group
in Lhat country critical of the
Government.

“To us, this is a healthy de-
mocracv as the Government

concerned allows the exis-
tence of the group,” he said.

D a t u k  Seri Dr Mahathir
said however that when an
Opposition group gained con-
trol of the Government and
its practides were underno-.
cratic,  the Western  countries
would be quick to say that
the previous Government
was  better.

The  situ;rtlon arose bc-
cause the West wanted the
group it supported  to be in-
clined to the Wcstcrn system
of democracy.

“What the Western coun-
tries do not seem to rcalise  is
that there are also shortcom-
ings in the democratic sys-
t.em they practice,” he said.

The Prime Minister said
Malaysia was not spared cri-
ticism  of i ts  democractic
system, as could sometities ‘.
iayaxen in the Western pe-

There had-been allegations
that Malaysia practised ‘de-
mocratic  oppiessfon”  a n d
that the country was ruled by
a dictatorship.

Earlier. Datuk Set-i  Dr Ma-
hathir suggested that Go-
vernment leaders refrain
from making public the deci-
sions of their countries be-
fore sitting down to negotiate
at peace conferences.

This would give the coun-
tries  concerned room to
manouevre  and achieve a
general  consenus  without
fear of public criticism that
they had modif ied their
stand.

He said in this w_ay,  peace

conferences would be able to
achieve their objectives fas-
ter.

The fear of tho home public
often caused the stand adopt-
cd by the countries sittinn
down at the negotiating tablg
to be rigid.

“This does not mean that
proceedings of peace confcr-
ences should not bc rcport-
cd,” ho s&id when speaking at
the plenary session of the.
EMF Davos  symposium on
Inlernalio?lal  Security  i n
198&  E+l cull w e  lJ,Lbloc/;
the sit,uatiolz!,

The other speakers of the
s-&ion.  chaired by former
F r e n c h  Primc’Minister
Barre, were Pierre Trudeau
of canada.  US Deputy Sccre-
tary of State Kenneth  Dam
and Turkish Prime Minister
Tut-gut Ozal.

Datuk Scri Dr Mahathir
said the need for leaders to
avoid making known their
stands before a conference
was relevant in the light of
efforts to bring about an
E a s t - W e s t  d e t e n t e .  j

He said-the  arms race and
the East-West tension had
different implications to the
developed and the devclop-
ing countries.

While the Third World too
would suffer from fallouts in
the event of a nuclear war.
developing countries had al-
ways been the theatrcs  of
war by proxy.

At a  Press  confcrencc
later.  Datuk Seri  Dr Ma-
hathir suggested that the
world should not wait for the

settlement of the East-West
conflict before resolving the
North-South imbalance.

He said of the two’issues
before  the community ‘of na-
tions, the North-South dialo-
gue was far easier to settle
and would lead to immediate
benefits for the dcvcloping  as
well as the developed coun-
Lries.

He said Lhc gap between
the North and tho So&% was
far easier to bridge than
solving the tension between
the East and the West.

‘We must not wait for the
East-West conflict to be re-
solved before embarking on
efforts to solve the question
of the North-South imba-
lance,” he told reporters
w h e n  clarifing the diffcr-
ences of opinion between him
and Canadian Prime Minis-
ter Pierre Trudeau on ways
of bringing about interna-
tional’peace.

Mr Trudeau in his speech
at the plenary session had
emphasiscd the need for an
East-West dialogue and that
nations should cxcrt  prcs-
sure on the five big powers  to
meet on arms limitation.

He said it was in the intcrst
of all nations to see the scttlc-
ment of the East-W?@  con-
flict as priority.

Thus, while Datuk Seri Dr
Mahathir  felt that priority
should be given to the settle-
ment on the North-South im-
balance, Mr Trudeau saw the
need for the East-West con-
flict to be settled first._.
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